Understanding Film Technique 
Jurassic Park (Spielberg, 1993)
Brief introduction of the film (Slide 2)
Hello everyone. The film I am going to talk about today is Jurassic Park. Jurassic Park is a science fiction adventure film filmed in 1993 by Steven Spielberg, which is based on a same name novel written by Michael Crichton. This film was set on a fictional island called “Isla Nublar” which is located on the Pacific Coast near Costa Rica.
This film is about philanthropist John Hammond and a team of scientists who had created a wildlife theme park of extinct dinosaurs. However, a shutdown of power system due to a striking tropical storm had led to a runaway of dinosaurs, and the scientists and visitors had to make their way to survive and escape the island.
Scene - T Rex Attack Scene (Slide 3)
The scene I am going to talk about is the T-Rex attack scene. It happens around the middle of the film, around 40 minutes from the start.  At that time, a tropical storm was striking the island and caused a power outage. The visitors started to head back to the tourist center, but while they are still on the way there was a power outage strikes. The dinosaurs started to escape from the malfunctioned security systems. At the meantime the tourists stopped near the T-Rex and it started to attack them.
Some netizens had rated this scene for one of the greatest scenes in the history of scientific movie with that different sounds, lighting and SFX effects had bring a terrifying and intense feeling.
Slide 4-6
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自動產生的描述]
First of all, at the start of this scene, a goat appeared on the scene. This goat was seen 15 minutes ago in the movie when they are having a tour and drove passed the same place. This is Spielberg’s usual way to tell the story to the audience. In this case, it can tell the audiences that the security systems had failed. After a few shots we will see the goat again, but with a different shape to tell us about the story.
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This is another example to tell the audience that the security system has failed. Spielberg’s storytelling is very direct, and it is easy for us to understand what is going on.
Slide 7
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After that, this scene is Grant left the car which Lex, Tim and Gennaro was inside and ran to the other car behind. Although this scene does not have any dialog or major events, but it tells the audience about the geography of the scene and let them to understand the upcoming events easier. (Cars, fence, etc.)
Slide 8
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On this shot it was a mid-close up shot of Lex Murphy. We can see the fear from her as she found the goat was gone, and Gennaro’s eyes, and the sound of raindrops makes the shot even more intense. This shot can let the audience to experience the fear of them. Also, it is one of another Spielberg’s common practice on filming for close up on character’s staring at something to tell the audience about the incoming danger or event.
These effects can make the whole movie more intense. It is just like a rubber band, everyone knows it will bounce back when you release it, and in the film every one knows something bad is going to happen but Spielberg continues to add more elements to make the film more intense, and release it.
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自動產生的描述]
Now the goats appear again with only the leg. Such as the shots I mentioned, this let the audience know something is going to happen.

Slide 10
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On this shot, the camera moves forward to Tim Murphy’s face. This effect is similar to dolly zoom (but without the zoom) which can still creates an effect which makes the audience understand that he had noticed something strange or uncertainty from him.

Slide 11
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On this shot, Gennaro rans to the bathroom but lingers next to the second car. This can tell the audience where the bathroom is as we saw him walked pass his own car from the last shot, and therefore we can know the place he is lingering is the second car. The bathroom is a new space but not mentioned to the audiences before, so Spielberg tries to let the understand the geography of the scene.









Slide 12
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Back to the original geography, the disappearing wires and bending fences once again tell the audiences something not good is going to happen.
Slide 13
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After 4 minutes of set up, we can finally see the full appearance of the T-Rex. As mentioned, the raindrops and the lighting effects still give the audiences an intense feeling of the situation of the scene.

Slide 14
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The shaking of the ground while the T-Rex walks is also a good example of to show the power of the T-Rex. Also, the roaring of the T-Rex is also one of the most iconic sound audiences recognized of this film.
Slide 15
[image: 一張含有 室內, 男人, 握住, 尋找 的圖片

自動產生的描述]
Once again it is the staring at the events or things that creates tension.
Slide 16-17
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And again, Spielberg pulls the rubber band of tension when Tim closes the door of the car,
[image: ]
And release the tension when the T-Rex looks towards them.




Slide 17-18 
A lot of events happened in this filmed is related to the previous events, for example, Tim have to close the car’s door because Genaro opened the door when he went to the bathroom; 
[image: ]
And the T-Rex approach their car because Lex turned the torch and point it towards the T-Rex.
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Slide 19
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This shot was Grant was looking at the T-Rex attacking Tim and Lex, and Malcom wiping the mist on the windscreen of his car. This action is minor, but it let the audience turns back the attention to all the characters in the scene.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]All in all, this is one of my favorite scenes of the film. Throughout the whole scene, a lot of Spielberg’s common practice of storytelling can be seen, such as the goat and the characters staring at different events. Also, although there is no background music throughout the scene, it can still create an intense feeling of the characters when the T-Rex start attacking them. Thanks to the help of different lighting, sound and visual effects, and also Spielberg’s special ways to tell story. Also, I have to mention that the CG of the dinosaurs is really outstanding till nowadays, although the film was filmed in 1993.
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