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AI Acknowledgement
I acknowledge the use of Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/) on 2nd February 2024 to check my work using the prompt(s): 
1. Please check the following text for readability, grammar and syntax. 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Aim to develop your academic writing. You may find it helpful to use the Manchester Academic phrasebank to support this. This can be found here; https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


	I have made a conscious effort to expand my vocabulary and structure my essays in a more comprehensive manner.

	
Develop your critical engagement with texts by synthesising theory from different sources to support your decisions. 

	I have tried to include a variety of resources and methods to further engage pupils in their local community.

	Ensure you demonstrate your Knowledge and Understanding of key theory clearly and succinctly. 


	I have focused my understanding of play based learning and tried to give extended examples using relevant resources.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
The following profile examines the various strategies a primary school can employ to strengthen its relationship with the local community and enhance student learning through a collaborative educational approach. At the heart of this initiative is the guiding principle of "Learning to Achieve Together," which underlines the importance of inclusive and holistic education, addressing the academic, social, and emotional development of students. The school’s integration into the local community—through partnerships with families, local organizations, and neighbouring schools—plays a crucial role in ensuring that its curriculum is both relevant and responsive to the needs of its pupils. By leveraging the area's rich history, natural environment, and local expertise, the school offers meaningful learning experiences that connect students with the wider community. Additionally, the school emphasizes the significance of parental engagement, particularly through volunteer opportunities and events that celebrate students’ written work, ensuring that learning extends beyond the classroom and is supported by all members of the community.
Community Profile
“Learning to Achieve Together” serves as the guiding principle of [removed], an inclusive and dynamic institution catering to students aged 3 to 16. Situated in the heart of Ebbw Vale, South Wales, the school is dedicated to fostering educational excellence. It stands out as a unique resource for the local area, offering a seamless educational journey that promotes not only academic growth but also social and emotional development for all pupils.
[removed] is guided by its core values: ambition, pride, going the extra mile, building relationships, kindness, trust, positivity, and respect, as highlighted by Headteacher [removed]. Through strong partnerships with families, local organizations, and the wider community, [removed] aims to create an environment that goes beyond the school grounds, where learning is not only valued but celebrated as a collective effort.
Nestled in the heart of the Ebbw Fawr Valley (part of the larger South Wales Coalfield, an area once heavily industrialised) and surrounded by steep hills and dense woodlands, the school was constructed on the grounds of the famous Ebbw Vale Steelworks, one of the largest steelworks in Europe – contributing to the rich history of the region, the topography of which both marked by industrial scars of the past and the natural beauty of its environment. The closure of the Steelworks in 2002 marked a significant turning point for the community, prompting efforts to regenerate and transition from its industrial past to a more sustainable and diversified economy. The historical context of deindustrialization, economic restructuring, and the social challenges that accompany these changes are crucial factors influencing the local community and its relationship with education. Additionally, local heritage sites, such as the Ebbw Vale Heritage Trail, have the potential to serve as valuable assets in the curriculum, offering a direct connection to the history that shaped the surrounding area.
The school exemplifies a collaborative approach to community-building through its active engagement with local businesses, governors, and parents. These relationships are essential in creating a supportive educational environment that facilitates student success and promotes positive social change in the surrounding region. Regular communication between parents and teachers, conducted through meetings, parent-teacher conferences, and digital platforms, keeps parents informed about their children's academic progress and school activities. Additionally, the school actively solicits feedback from parents on educational programs, policies, and initiatives, fostering a two-way dialogue that ensures parental perspectives are valued. By nurturing a culture of collaboration between parents and teachers, students receive consistent support both at home and in school, which ultimately enhances academic outcomes and encourages positive school engagement. The school actively collaborates with the wider community and neighbouring schools to design a curriculum that effectively addresses the diverse needs of its student population. Staff members consistently engage with their colleagues from local schools to share best practices and participate in joint professional development initiatives. These partnerships extend to local organizations, where community input plays a vital role in shaping the curriculum to reflect real-world experiences and local culture.

By cultivating strong relationships with external partners, the school ensures that its curriculum is not only academically rigorous but also relevant and engaging. This collaborative framework fosters creativity and innovation, as staff members work together to integrate a variety of learning opportunities that promote students' personal growth, cultural awareness, and academic success. The school’s dedication to community collaboration fosters a learning environment where students are well-equipped to thrive in an ever-changing world.


Location & Community
With a particular focus on the Primary Phase of [removed], there exists a wealth of opportunities to create 'play-based learning' activities (Froebel, 1837) that engage students with their local environment. The school's close proximity to natural landscapes, such as forests, hills, and rivers, offers an excellent platform for outdoor education. Notable examples include the previously mentioned Ebbw Vale Heritage Trail, Beaufort Woodlands Nature Reserve, Garden City Nature Reserve, and Ebbw Vale's Festival Park, all of which provide a safe and stimulating learning environment to explore biodiversity, conservation, and the region's geographical features. Given the industrial heritage of the Ebbw Fawr Valley, a key focus for pupils could be learning about sustainability and environmental stewardship. The Learning Community has highlighted the importance of conservation through the construction of ‘Eco-Gardens’ across both sites of the school to promote learning through nature; furthermore, the local natural surroundings provide an ideal classroom for subjects such as science, biology and environmental education – nature walks let us observe seasonal changes, plant growth and animal life while also exploring local conservation efforts. Teachers have many resources to investigate topics such as ecosystems, weather patterns and climate change in a locally relevant way.
Educators can significantly enrich their students' learning experiences by making effective use of outdoor spaces, such as Parc Bryn Bach in Tredegar. This park, with its natural landscapes and varied facilities, provides ample opportunities for experiential and play-based learning, serving as a valuable complement to the classroom environment.
As a dynamic venue for environmental education, the park allows teachers to guide students in exploring its rich biodiversity. This hands-on approach encourages students to engage with local flora and fauna, cultivating a deeper appreciation for nature and sustainability. By integrating outdoor science lessons—such as plant identification, habitat studies, and weather observations—students can attain a more concrete understanding of ecological concepts that may be challenging to grasp in a traditional classroom setting. Additionally, activities like pond dipping and wildlife tracking enable students to hone essential skills in scientific observation and critical thinking.
Mathematics instruction can be enhanced through outdoor learning experiences. Teachers can utilize the park's layout to teach concepts such as measurement, geometry, and spatial awareness. For instance, students could measure the height of trees or calculate the perimeter of the park's walking trails, providing a practical application of mathematical ideas. Additionally, teachers can incorporate outdoor games and activities that require students to use mathematical reasoning, such as calculating distances or exploring symmetry found in nature. The park also provides an excellent setting for promoting physical education and overall well-being. Students can engage in various outdoor sports, team-building exercises, and movement activities that enhance physical literacy while also supporting social and emotional development. These activities can be integrated with lessons on healthy lifestyles, cooperation, and resilience, allowing students to experience learning in a comprehensive and holistic manner.
Additionally, teachers can utilize the park as a space for creative learning. The natural environment inspires imaginative play, storytelling, and artistic projects. Students can collect natural materials for art activities, participate in outdoor sketching, or take part in drama exercises that incorporate the surrounding scenery. These activities encourage creativity and self-expression, stimulating both cognitive and emotional development and addressing multiple areas of the curriculum.
Experiences outside the classroom offer an excellent opportunity to engage the community with our learners, including parents and professional role models such as members of the police force or fire brigade. In primary schools, encouraging parents to volunteer and assist on school trips brings a multitude of significant benefits for both students and the school community as a whole. This practice not only enriches the learning experience for children but also nurtures stronger connections between the school, families, and the broader community, ultimately contributing to a more supportive and inclusive educational environment.
One of the primary advantages of parental involvement in school trips is the enhancement of the learning experience. Parents often contribute diverse perspectives, skills, and knowledge, which can enrich the educational content of the outing. For instance, a parent with expertise in history might provide valuable insights during a visit to a museum, while a parent with a background in environmental science could help lead a nature walk. This range of expertise results in a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the subject matter for students.
Moreover, parental participation can make the experience more relatable; students often feel more engaged when they observe their parents actively involved in their education. From a social and emotional standpoint, having parents present during school trips can strengthen the connection between home and school, fostering a sense of community and trust. Pupils may feel more secure and at ease with familiar faces nearby, particularly those who may experience anxiety in unfamiliar settings.
Additionally, the presence of parents can cultivate a more inclusive atmosphere, where the diverse backgrounds and experiences of families are celebrated and integrated into the learning process. This is especially valuable in multicultural or diverse communities, where interaction among students, teachers, and parents from various backgrounds promotes a harmonious and open-minded school environment.
"Most teachers in the primary-age classes make skilful use of resources to make their classrooms engaging environments with clear opportunities to develop pupil skills effectively. This includes making regular use of real-life stimuli" (Estyn, 2023, p. 3), provides us with insight to the Teaching quality within [removed] Primary. A constructivist approach to teaching, which emphasizes active learning and student-centric exploration, offers numerous advantages by encouraging learners to construct knowledge through hands-on experiences, critical thinking, and problem-solving. This method fosters a deeper understanding and enables students to engage with content in meaningful ways. However, it is equally important to provide “opportunities for students to develop their writing skills and write at length for authentic purposes,” as highlighted by Estyn in their whole-school recommendations for 2023 (p. 2). Extended writing allows students to consolidate their learning, reflect on complex ideas, and communicate their thoughts coherently. Tasks such as creative writing, essays, or research projects offer a platform for students to refine their language skills, enhance their argumentative abilities, and cultivate a strong sense of purpose and audience in their writing. By integrating the benefits of constructivist learning with structured writing opportunities, educators can nurture both critical thinking and effective communication skills, which are essential for academic success and lifelong learning. For Foundation Phase and Key Stage 1/2 pupils, I highly recommend the ‘Big Write’ approach as a structured method to foster extended writing and enhance writing skills. Typically implemented as a regular and focused activity, "Big Write" gives students the opportunity to write at length on a specific topic or theme, usually within a set timeframe of 45 minutes to an hour. The goal is to encourage pupils to produce high-quality, sustained pieces of writing that can encompass a variety of forms, from creative stories and descriptive passages to more formal compositions like reports or persuasive essays.

Additionally, engaging parents in primary schools through children's written stories can significantly strengthen the connection between home and school, enrich the learning experience, and help build a supportive community around the students. This could take the shape of "Storytelling Nights" or "Writer’s Showcase" events, where pupils present their stories to a live audience. Such occasions not only celebrate students' achievements but also allow parents to witness their children's progress in writing firsthand. These events can inspire meaningful conversations at home about the stories and the writing process, while also instilling a sense of pride in the pupils for their work.
Conclusion
In conclusion, I recommend that the school continue to nurture strong community engagement by integrating its local history and natural environment into the curriculum. Efforts to collaborate with families, local organizations, and neighbouring schools should be further enhanced through consistent communication and increased opportunities for parental involvement in school activities. Additionally, adopting a constructivist approach to learning, which prioritizes active, hands-on experiences, should be complemented by structured opportunities for extended writing, such as the "Big Write" initiative, to foster students' literacy and communication skills. Moreover, organizing events like "Storytelling Nights" or "Writer's Showcases" can strengthen the connection between home and school, allowing families to celebrate their children's achievements and contributing to a supportive learning environment.
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