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Introduction
The key aim of the presented essay is to discuss and critically analyse the benefits as well as risks associated with online resources for conducting practical legal research by law professionals or experts. The following section will highlight and critically evaluate both the pros and cons of using online resources for conducting reliable and professional legal research around the world. (Hox and Boeije, 2005)
	Practical legal research is based on a critical analysis of the application of the law as per the benefit of the clients. This is the duty of a legal professional to advise the clients on the law matters along with the implications of necessary actions to be taken as per the situation. Further, the practical legal research is based on providing alternative or varied actions to be taken as per the understanding of the applicable law case and thereby enhances the chances of the client's case to be received by the authority or court for further prosecution. The key objective of practical legal research is to derive or extract reliable facts to back up the arguments in the court in order to persuade the judge (University of London, 2021). Further, it has been well-known that a legal expert or professional must have proper knowledge regarding the changes being undertaken in the law. Moreover, to conduct a legal research study, it is crucial to possess several effective skills that are necessary for the accomplishment of the desired goals. Some of the key traits or skills that are essential include reliability, flexibility, a realistic approach, practicality, and a balanced approach (Côté and MacGregor, 2014).
	Authenticity and reliability are the key ingredients of research. A research study must have valid, reliable, authentic, and viable information; otherwise, the objectives and goals of the whole research will not be achieved (Bush, 2012). There are several sources to extract reliable information for conducting practical legal research, such as primary sources and secondary sources (Hox and Boeije, 2005). On a large scale, the prominent sources of extracting information for researching any field include books, databases, newspapers, the internet, library catalogue, magazines, and encyclopedias (University of Fort Hare, 2021). Further, the most reliable and trusted sources for conducting a research study can also be extracted from peer-reviewed articles, professional articles, trade articles and e-books; whereas websites, blogs, encyclopedia and Wikipedia are also some of the online sources, but they lack authenticity (University of Georgia, 2020).The following section of the presented essay will further highlight the issue involved in the authenticity of the online sources such as blogs, encyclopedia, and Wikipedia. Although, Wikipedia is regarded as a good online source to begin a research but several users can easily manipulate or added the information provided under the wikipedia and thus affects the credibility to use such within research (Paperpile, 2021).
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It is identified that various students who are pursuing their studies in the field of law, as well as lawyers, use online resources for the purpose of conducting practical legal research. However, there may be both sides of the coin that online resources may either provide fruitful outcomes or do not provide the same. Besides this, it is also essential to note that one cannot rely on various online sources that are either not genuine or written by an inexperienced person. In today's world, there are many people who write blogs on various topics, but they do not possess much experience in the same field. They either copy the content from somewhere or write general things in their blogs (Wu and Proctor, 2011). For example, Shubham Vijay wrote a blog on the topic “Network Effect and Its capital implications under competition law” in 2020 under the field of legal research (Vijay, 2020). However, the authenticity of this blog cannot be determined due to low experience of the writer. Besides this, another side of the coin reflects that student, as well as lawyers, get a good amount of information related to practice-based research from online resources. This is because there are many law firms that present their analysis as well as findings on the specific topic of law. They possess a good level of experience and reflect the information in a far better manner, which grasps the attention of various people all across the globe. A large number of people reflect the information in picture form, which helps in grabbing the attention of people (Nermend and Łatuszyńska, 2017). Though, it can provide visual presentation to the reader with the help of which reader can get sound idea about the topic; however, the same is not good for legal research. 
It is also quite significant in the school of law to retrieve real and accurate information in order to reach reliable conclusions or findings. Additionally, trustworthiness, authenticity, as well as defect-freeness are also some of the aspects that need to be considered for reaching a reliable conclusion (Krawietz and Tamer, 2013). In the same context, it is identified that lawyers, as well as students pursuing law, do their research with the help of using online resources such as gov.uk, legislation.gov.uk, and others. Further, it is also widely known that many pieces of research in the legal field are conducted in case laws, regulations, and codes. Though the information about the same can be easily found out with the help of online-based sources; however, at the same time, it should also be noted that the online sources do not provide comprehensive information, and they are not even up to date (Parsons, 2015). This can be seen as one of the key risks of using online resources for conducting practical legal research.
On the other hand, it was also found out that there are ample benefits of using online resources for conducting practical legal research. It is found out that there is a wide range of online sources that provide real and authentic information to the users. Lawyers and students can use such authentic online sources for effectively carrying out practical legal research. Besides this, there are many online sources, which present the information on the law and are found to be more reliable. For example, The Live Law and The Lawyers Global are some of the legal firms that presents quality information on the legal related topic as they gained sound experience in the related field. The governments of the respective countries all across the globe also publish the content on websites that are considered genuine and authentic, which can be used by lawyers as well as students. This will provide benefits in extracting real as well as updated information on practical legal research. Further, the use of online resources can also prove to be favorable for both lawyers as well as students at the time of the Covid-19 pandemic as they can access the information from anywhere and at any time (Edyburn, 2015; CDTA, n.d.).
It is quite essential for both students as well as lawyers to use authoritative, accurate, and comprehensive findings in order to do practical legal research. Accordingly, it can be said that there is a need for people who are doing practical legal research to use internet resources in an appropriate manner. They should also select only those online sources that are written by experts and that are accepted by the courts. Thus, they should not use less reliable resources for conducting practical legal research. Though a large amount of information can be extracted from online sources; however, the law is one of the profound degrees, and thereby the students and lawyers must use the specific online sources, which are found to be persuasive for the courts (LexisNexis, 2021). Therefore, it can be said that the use of unreliable online resources is one of the key risks, which might derive wrong outcomes for the researcher.
A wide range of online sources are found to be unreliable and unauthentic; however, there are some exceptions as well. There is a wide range of online sources, which provide updated, true, real, and better information. Such sources include published journal articles, which reflect better information than any other sources. The authors who wrote journal articles possess a sound level of skills and knowledge. The articles reflect the expertise of the authors gained over a period of years (Peh, 2007). This will provide ample benefit to the lawyers and students in gaining fruitful and detailed information while conducting practical legal research. Easy access to the articles and getting high-quality information are some of the benefits of using online published journal articles (OMICS, 2021). Besides this, it is also identified that there is a wide range of research tools that can benefit lawyers and students in conducting practical legal research. Google Scholar, Casetext, Justia, Find law, EVA, and others are some of the most useful and reliable research tools used all across the globe by many professionals (Bethel College, 2021; CDTA, n.d.). These research tools contain a good piece of information, which can help the lawyers and students in doing their research in a better manner and reaching sound outcomes. 
The case text has gained huge popularity in the past few years and is specially developed for the legal community. The case text can provide sound benefits to the students and lawyers in retrieving the information related to regulations, cases, and statutes. These are provided by experts in the field of law and can be accessed free of cost. Additionally, Find law is also one of the online resources, which assists a wide number of people, including students and lawyers, in providing solutions to their problems. This site also provides details about federal statutes, legal news, and case laws. Thus, the use of Find law can provide benefits to the public in terms of getting knowledge in the field of law in a better manner. Additionally, Google Scholar presents the articles published by authors. Some of the articles are also peer-reviewed, which enhances their authenticity. The use of Google scholar can benefit the students and lawyers in conducting practical legal research in terms of extracting a good piece of knowledge that is written by experts in the field of law. On the other hand, Justia is also one of the online resources whose main objective is to provide a large number of legal resources to the public for their benefit. Justia makes legal materials for the public, which can be accessed free of cost. This also provides information related to legal articles and case studies (Bethel College, 2021). Thus, the use of the above-mentioned research tools will provide sound benefits to the students and lawyers in extracting fruitful information for conducting practical legal research.
	One of the prominent risks involved in utilising online resources for conducting practical legal research is plagiarism, which means the theft of the work or idea of others by simply copying the content from the sources (Ibrahim and Ahmed, 2020). Further, it has been identified that the use of technologies such as online resources for conducting legal research might pose a risk in the form of poor communication. The face-to-face communication of the researcher with others will suffer negatively due to the utilisation of online resources for conducting a research study (Ceulemans, 2012). However, there are some advantages or benefits of utilising online resources for conducting legal research, such as the convenience to access information from anywhere around the globe. Further, the online resources are frequently updated as compared to the print resources and thus offer more recent or current information to the researchers (Whitmyre, 2017).
	Despite the benefits highlighted above, the use of online resources exhibits several negative outcomes or risks in the form of declining social skills as well as lack of peer interactions that not only affect the wellbeing and health of the researchers but also hampers the focus and quality of the whole study. Furthermore, the perception of gaining essential information with the help of online resources is highly individual, and thus the viability of the study might be influenced (Hewitt-Taylor, 2014). On the contrary, past studies have revealed that online resources might offer several benefits in the form of improved quality as well as enhanced knowledge about the subject matter. In addition to this, profit-making and lifelong learning opportunities are also some of the key benefits associated with the use of online resources for conducting practical legal research (Appana, 2008). 
	The studies made in the past have also highlighted that the lost internet references are one of the prime risks associated with online resources for conducting practical legal research in the field of study. Additionally, the rigorous searching undertaken by the researchers might not be able to extract the missing information, which in turn, led to the risks of high time consumption and wastage of resources to gather essential information from the online resources to conduct a research study. Although, the studies have also claimed that the use of search engines such as Google might prove to be quite helpful for the researchers to identify references and search missing information (Falagas, Karveli and Tritsaroli, 2008). Despite these facts, the risks associated with the use of online resources for conducting a detailed research study within a specified time might become quite difficult and possess risks in the form of delay in submission.
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	From the above discussion and critical analysis about the benefits as well as risks associated with the use of online resources for conducting practical legal research, it can be concluded that there are two types of resources used by the researchers to extract information for the research study, namely primary sources and secondary sources. The secondary sources might be gathered from various sources such as books, magazines, the internet, websites, blogs, journals, and articles. However, the major issue is related to the authenticity and reliability of the data extracted from these sources. The essay has identified that the use of online resources for conducting practical legal research leads to several risks. This is because many authors publish content that might not be reliable or contains more generalised information on the topic, which might not be able to resolve the purpose of conducting a research study by professional legal practitioners. Besides this, the use of unreliable and unauthentic information might also result in reaching false or inaccurate conclusions. (OMICS. 2021).
	On the other hand, the essay also exhibits some of the key benefits of using online resources for conducting a research study, such as easy accessibility from anywhere around the world and acquiring an essential understanding of the research topic. Further, there are several online resources such as government websites, google scholar and websites of law firms that provide useful and reliable content concerning the case studies, laws as well as statutes. This assists the researchers in gaining a detailed insight on the topic along with enriching the level of knowledge and understanding in a more convenient and easy manner. Moreover, there are various research tools that are available on the internet. Case texts, find law, EVA, and Justia are some of the research tools which prove highly beneficial in conducting detailed and reliable legal research. Overall, it can be concluded that the online resources contain both risks as well as benefits for conducting a practical legal research study (Holden, J. 2016).
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