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The forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape 
Introduction 
Importance of landscape varies based on different societies. Beliefs, laws, values, and other factors contribute to how we perceive landscapes. Factors I will discuss in relation to the concepts that shape our perception of landscapes include my perception and beliefs towards what landscape means to me, the relationship between people and landscape and the relevance of history towards landscapes. Simmel said: 
 “For there to be landscape, our consciousness has to acquire a wholeness, a unity, over and above its component elements, without being tied to their specificity or mechanistically composed of them.” (Simmel, 2007). 
Landscape is the combination of natural and man-made physical features. Landscapes can enhance our knowledge on what came before us in the form of fossilisation. Landscape changes under the forces of both the climate and the evolution of life. Fossils tell us a huge amount about the environment for instance limestones in the Gower composed of corals, otoliths, and crinoids, this tells us that the environment was warm with shallow seas. Landscape continues to educate us as human beings on how to protect it for future use, for example how walking paths on the Brecon beacons and costal paths down the Gower peninsula have to constantly evolve due to erosion from sea levels, weather conditions and mankind’s overuse of popular destinations without considering its consequences on the land. I believe that landscape has a range of meanings which are perceived differently in an individual context. 
History of landscape 
The role of history in our landscape is important as it contributes to how mankind have adapted and evolved with the landscape and how we perceive landscapes in the present day. Undoubtedly the forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape has drastically changed over time. 
Paganism can be defined as “A polytheistic or pantheistic nature-worshipping religion.” A pagan can be defined as “A follower of a polytheistic or pantheistic nature-worshipping religion.” (What is Paganism? - Pagan Federation International, n.d.). The pagans date back to the fifteenth century when people in Europe became more aware of the art and philosophy of the ancient world during the Renaissance period. The Pagan view on landscape was that nature was something to be obeyed and worshipped, they demonstrated a deeper meaning of respect and love towards the earth valuing nature as set apart and above mankind such as a god. Paganism came from early Christians in the roman empire. The spirits represented themselves as trees, earth, and water. In modern day paganism traditions often incorporate believes and practices of nature worships unlike in other religions. Religion has played its part in our perception of landscape throughout history by creating holy grounds, places of worship and sanctuary’s all over the world. Simmel’s views on religion is “the course of such experience and co-determines their experiential mode, elevates itself into its own state of being”. (Simmel, 2007). Religion allows for individuals to develop a sense of place and belonging. There are just over fifty-three thousand pagans left in the United Kingdom today. 
The romantic movement in the nineteenth century meant an emphasised feeling of emotion, joy, freedom, and beauty gained from visiting ‘untamed’ landscapes. This movement was created by artists and poet’s interpretation of their passion about the beauty within nature and landscapes. Romanticism led to an appreciation of both mountain’s and coastline areas. Untouched spaces have the greatest value and wilderness has a deep spiritual significance. “It is only in the last century that a traveller passing through the Alps would have the carriage blinds lowered to make sure that they were not unduly offended by the sight.” (Urry, 1995). The English poet William Wordsworth had influenced some factors of the romantic movement as his poems expressed how a good relationship with nature helps individuals connect to both the spiritual and the social worlds. As Wordsworth explains in The Prelude, a love of nature can lead to a love of humankind. No one can explain nature, a place, better than poets. People may travel all over the world to visit places that are mentioned or based of a place in a poem. 
The relationship between people and landscape 
Murray and Kluckhohn’s categorisation of man’s relationship with landscape is divided into three sections of man subjugated to nature a small holding, man in nature such as hill farming, rewilding projects and off-grid living, lastly man over nature a suburban development and support. (Murray and Kluckhohn, 1953). 
How people treat and perceive landscape can be dependent on multiple aspects such as the familiarity people have with landscape, people’s moods and circumstances, their length of residency and individual characteristics. Bronowski believes that a man/nature relationship is the fundamental relationship of mankind – a symbiotic relationship. (Bronowski, 1973). Landscape provides opportunities for individuals such as artists, novelists, and the media to express themselves through creating art, poems, and documentaries as shown through the romantic movement in the nineteenth century. Communities and groups of people treat their landscape with respect as it’s where they grew up work and live, therefore they are constantly surrounded by it, which in its favour they protect and respect they’re landscape also known as placemaking. Placemaking is a process in which it “inspires people to collectively reimagine and reinvent public spaces as the heart of every community.” (What is Placemaking?, 2020). Cultural landscapes are once again subjective. With the absence of people every landscape has no significant importance to culture; culture is a creation of tribes of people, some of which dating back for hundreds of years. These cultures are a product of their landscapes and can have broad variations over a small distance. Bird says, “Through stories, people continue to make aesthetic and moral sense of places, at the same time endowing these places with a sense of their own cultural identities.” (BIRD, 2002). Humans bring to places a whole set of cultural preconceptions and it is these that shape the way we respond to the place and allow us to reshape the place to fit those preconceptions. An example of this is a tribe under the leadership of Wahunsonacock also called the Powhatan tribe, this title was used by the English settlers. This tribe were supposedly “the first people to live in Virginia” organising themselves into “approximately 32 tribes” (Marks, n.d.). After the last great ice age, the Virginia landscape had changed as the glaciers to the north effected the seasons having long hard winters and cool short summers. Once Virginia saw a change in climate once again to a warmer and drier air this resulted in “rich floodplains with woods of pine and oak, and vegetation become profuse.”  (Marks, n.d.). With the richness of wildlife due to the mixed forest zones this meant that the Powhatan tribe were at a great advantage planting multiple crops and hunting animals. The 32 tribes “lay along the Chesapeake Bay, the Potomac, Rappahannock, York, and James rivers” to transport more efficiently from one tribe to another (Marks, n.d.). Having had the opportunity to work at a summer camp with direct access on to the James river in Spring Grove, Virginia I have witnessed how the Powhatan tribe has played its part in the culture of eastern Virginia, trough camp stories and plays of “Indian night” down on James river, stories of the tribe, different towns being named after the tribe and people who claim to have direct bloodlines to the tribes people themselves, this portion of their landscape history will continue to be repeated in years to come as the children of the camp often say it was the highlight of their camp experience, learning about others before them. 
Virginia like many other locations underwent some drastic changes during the industrial revolution. The process of urbanization had been occurring for centuries as more citizens were moving from rural to urban landscapes. It was the English that encouraged the urbanization when they came to Virginia. Along with this came cities such as Richmond, Petersburg, Norfolk, Alexandria, and Wheeling with a population of more than 30,000 by the year 1860. With the ever-growing population in an urban setting the citizens were hunting for greater opportunities for both work and life in general. The growth of Virginias cities continued to be further enhanced by adding railroads between big cities and shipbuilding’s. “Railroads carried coal across the state to Norfolk and Newport News. Hampton Roads became a naval base, and shipbuilding became an important industry.” (Industrialization in Virginia, n.d.). These were soon to become big employers in the area enhancing job opportunities.” By the 1920s, Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company was the largest employer in the state.” (Industrialization in Virginia, n.d.). This urban growth led to Tobacco manufacturing, textile, and flour milling; Richmond went on to become a national leader in the production of cigarettes during the industrial revolution. 
The comparison of both Virginia in the 15th century and the 18th century as expected are completely different ways of life and living. On one hand during both periods of time mankind used the land to their advantage, driven by power, reputation, and greater opportunities, saying this I don’t think that attitude will change in many centuries to come as people can be selfish when wanting power and acceptance from others. On the other hand it is clear to see how back in the 15th century the Powhatan tribe worked with their landscape, using the rivers as pathways and the forests to hunt unlike the 18th century where people in Virginia dug up land to create big houses, shops, factories and more unaware of what the consequences may be through releasing all those gasses and polluting the air. 
The word Topophilia comes from the Greek words topos "place" and -philia, "love of”. Tuan defines Topophilia as “all the different ways that human beings can develop a love of place” (Tuan, 1974). Topophobia is the opposite of topophilia and said to be an abnormal fear of certain places. One person’s place for example could be thought of as their home, a place where they make unforgettable memories and milestones in their life such as having a mortgage for that home, owning their first pet there and so on, this would be considered as a topophilia outlook of what a home is to one person. As people are all unique and filled with different emotions surrounding a singular place another person may see their home as “an enclosure for places of conflict” or entrapment with others who are unsafe to be around, having to do the house chorus, constantly draining money from them whether that be through repair payments, rent or a mortgage, this would be seen as a topophobia outlook of a home (Gonzalez, 2005) .  This example of topophilia and topophobia could be used in any place and landscape as people experience different versions of places and their surroundings that have lasing and ongoing effects resulting in a positive or negative outlook.  
Definition of sustainability is “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.” (Sustainability, 2020). The three pillars of sustainability are economic, environmental, and social. Sustainable development is the regulation for meeting human developmental goals while taking into consideration of the natural systems. The world conservation strategy 1980 is a report that argues that “for development to be sustainable it should support conservation rather than hinder it.” (IUCN, ed., World Conservation Strategy: Living Resource Conservation for Sustainable Development | Environment & Society Portal, 1980). Another policy that applies to Wales is the Well-being of future generations act 2015. This act was the first of its kind and put in place so that there is a legal obligation to improve social, cultural, environmental and the economic well-being for the welsh population. There are seven well-being goals which are a prosperous Wales, a resilient Wales, a heathier Wales, a more equal Wales, a Wales of cohesive communities, a Wales of vibrant cultural and thriving welsh language and finally a globally responsible Wales. These goals are to create “a Wales that we all want to live in, now and in the future.” (Future generations act, 2015). Sustainability development is important regarding outdoor adventure education as Higgins proposed the Learning Process, of people, activity, and place. There is a relationship between the people involved, the activities undertaken and the place where the learning happens require thought and consideration to maximise the learning opportunities and to meet the needs and aspirations of learners. The place in which people learn also helps them to make connections between their experiences and the world around them in a meaningful context. Outdoor places provide a diversity of resources and spaces that is hard to replicate in an indoor environment. (Higgins, 1995). Therefore, individuals like myself who participate in outdoor adventure activities should take on more of a responsibility and lead by example to live a more sustainable lifestyle in order to continue using the outdoors for our own pleasure. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion landscape can be defined, interpreted, and understood in a very holistic form. Considering how landscapes relationships with mankind, nature, and man’s cultural differences throughout time can all be interlinked and effect how we perceive landscape. I believe as we continue to evolve through the years there will be many more uses and definitions for landscapes. That is only if we understand the true importance of landscape, nature and where we mankind fit in without overusing it or neglecting it. As how we treat and manipulate our land has never been at more of a curtail point than in the twentieth century. 
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