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[bookmark: _Toc214615801]INTRODUCTION

Higher skills can handle complex academic material by evaluating information and drawing logical conclusions. This report establishes critical thinking definitions while explaining its academic value and presents a method to enhance critical thinking abilities in academic environments. The report aims to outline the significance of students having critical thinking skills as an essential requirement for their academic success. Students who learn critical thinking demonstrates how critical thinking enables students to achieve better learning outcomes and improve their academic writing skills and overall university success.

[bookmark: _Toc214615802]DEFINITION OF CRITICAL THINKING

Academic literature presents multiple definitions of critical thinking but all agree that it requires analytical skills and evaluation methods and logical reasoning. Paul and Elder (2014) describe critical thinking as a method which analyses information through conceptualisation and application and analysis and evaluation to achieve valid results. Ennis (2015) explains critical thinking as the method of making rational choices through reflective evaluation of how beliefs develop and actions are chosen. The definitions demonstrate that critical thinking involves reflective thinking and purposeful decision-making processes. Critical thinking involves more than negative evaluation of ideas because it requires evidence assessment and assumption testing to make knowledgeable decisions. Students need to identify arguments according to Fisher (2011) while they assess argument strength and verify evidence supports their final conclusions. Critical thinking functions as a systematic reasoning method which enables students to make educated choices during their academic work.
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Academic success depends on critical thinking because it serves as a fundamental academic skill which performs essential functions. Students who use critical thinking develop better comprehension of their academic subjects. Students learn to analyse information through questioning and interpretation and evaluation instead of simple memorisation. Students who actively analyse academic material according to Cottrell (2017) will understand fundamental concepts better and achieve better results when applying them to new situations. Students who study business management theories through critical thinking evaluate multiple theories by determining their usefulness and selecting the most suitable theory for practical applications. Students who take an active role in their academic work develop improved learning abilities and intellectual development.
Academic writing benefits substantially from critical thinking abilities. University students need to present information through description while also evaluating it and building logical arguments for their work. According to Facione (2020) writers need critical thinking skills to create logical and clear writing because they must properly arrange their ideas and choose suitable evidence and establish logical relationships between their thoughts. Students who write about leadership need to analyse both positive and negative aspects of multiple leadership approaches instead of repeating basic information. Students who evaluate evidence to create supported conclusions will show advanced academic abilities which leads to better academic results.
Students need critical thinking abilities to determine which sources they can trust. Students need to find reliable academic evidence because information has become widespread yet many sources lack credibility. Paul and Elder (2014) explain that critical thinkers need to check the credibility of sources and their accuracy and usefulness before using them for their work. 
Students need this ability to succeed in their research work and independent academic projects and group assignments. Academic problem-solving and decision-making need critical thinking skills to achieve their highest possible results. Students need to solve problems by evaluating different solutions and selecting the best approach for their work on assignments and group projects. Students who think critically according to Ennis (2015) learn to detect hidden assumptions while they evaluate multiple viewpoints and choose solutions through logical assessment. 

[bookmark: _Toc214615804]CRITICAL THINKING STRATEGY: THE CRAAP TEST

The CRAAP Test serves as an effective method to enhance academic critical thinking through its evaluation system which assesses information quality based on five criteria: Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy and Purpose. Students must evaluate Currency first to verify their sources contain up-to-date information before they evaluate Relevance to check if the source meets their assignment needs. Students need to evaluate Authority by checking author credentials and institutional affiliations to establish their level of expertise. Students need to verify claims through evidence assessment and peer review status to determine Accuracy. Students must analyse the source purpose through Purpose evaluation to determine if it aims to educate or influence or promote a product. The CRAAP Test enables students to find trustworthy academic sources while teaching them effective methods to counter deceptive information. Students can create solid academic arguments through reliable evidence by applying the CRAAP Test for source evaluation in a systematic way.
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Students need critical thinking skills to succeed academically because they must evaluate information and build logical arguments and show full understanding of academic content. Students learn to research and write academically by evaluating evidence and questioning assumptions and using logical reasoning. The CRAAP Test serves as an evaluation tool which enables students to determine both the reliability and usefulness of their research materials. Critical thinking enables students to learn better while producing excellent academic work and developing skills needed for academic and professional success.
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