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Theatre Review and Presentation
For this half of the Digital Era module, we were tasked with writing a review on a piece of theatre, whether that be a play, musical, dance show. I chose to do my review on “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” written by Richard O'Brien and performed by WAVDA’s second year BA Hons Musical Theatre.
Set
[bookmark: _Int_hgoNhqNn][bookmark: _Int_QPHiAEYb][bookmark: _Int_HROcUfIj]The show was performed in a black box theatre within Hayward House, the experience was semi-immersive as they had a pre-set cast who were in and around the theatre. Walking up the stairs towards the theatre there were performers dotted all over the place, they were in character and didn’t break at all adding to the immersion. The aim of this, I think, was to create atmosphere before you even enter the theatre, and for me this worked perfectly. When you got into the theatre the cast were also pre-set on the stage in character ready for the start of the show, this kept you on the edge of your seat trying to anticipate when everything was going to start. For a black box theatre they had a very impressive set, they had movie theatre screens and a, sort of security room, with a TV on the wall which was used later on. I think the set was really effective and helped create the correct kind of atmosphere for Rocky Horror as well as building up anticipation for the show, as well as being practical and interactive which is always a win when it comes to keeping an audience engaged.
Intimacy Co-ordination
[bookmark: _Int_Xt6abnIz][bookmark: _Int_2EiBk8Fa][bookmark: _Int_Xxxel4kb][bookmark: _Int_KFyDk9oW][bookmark: _Int_S6Z0wplL][bookmark: _Int_bdZtQbI6]The Rocky Horror Picture Show has a lot of quite intimate scenes where the actors on stage have to mime performing lewd or suggestive acts on one another, In a professional production of a show with themes similar to Rocky’s there would be an intimacy co-ordinator who has been trained to help make actors and actresses feel comfortable performing these scenes together. I don’t believe they had an intimacy co-ordinator for their performance of the show but how they handled they more sexual scenes, from what I was told when I asked the cast after the show, was on their own and their own trust in each other as a cast which is really impressive and I admire how professional they are. Them being confident in these scenes made the audience more comfortable watching them and even making them quite comical. Jona Malone who played ‘Frankenfurter’ was in the majority of these scenes, and was absolutely incredible in the role, showed his maturity as an actor in these scenes and showed how intimacy in theatre should be done. Scenes of this nature can often be hard to execute correctly. Kate Winslett, a well-known actress, stated “I would have benefited from an intimacy coordinator every single time I had to do a love scene or be partially naked or even a kissing scene,” she then said “It would have been nice to have had someone in my corner, because I always had to stand up for myself.” Kate Winslett, 2024, The New York Times.
Audience Interaction
[bookmark: _Int_rEvigCSp]Audience interaction is usually a massive part of the Rocky Horror Picture Show due to its cult following, the heckles that these followers use usually round off the atmosphere of the show, Cardiff Culture said in their review of Rocky Horror at the New Theatre “Fans who have seen the show multiple times bring a playful sense of familiarity, shouting out traditional heckles and even adding their own twists.”  but the production under review cut most of the lines involving heckles or interaction aside for a few that they performed themselves. Personally, I think this was a wise decision in the end although at first, I didn’t agree with it. After thinking about it I don’t think trying to incorporate the heckles would’ve a wise decision as there wasn’t a guarantee that there would be an audience member who knew all of if any of the heckles. I think what they chose to do to replace the heckles was a great idea and created a different but just as effective amount of atmosphere to the show.
Lighting
[bookmark: _Int_OFkJHRod]One of my only critiques of the production was that the lighting was quite basic, and I think that really took down the ambience of the scenes as most show’s scenes. They came up with quite a clever idea to try and counter act this loss of utility, they put LED bulb lights on the roof and tried to create what I perceived as the aesthetic of an 80’s movie theatre. I think that what they did was clever and an ok alternative, but I don’t think there was much they could do to equal how useful an actual set of working and moving hard cans can be fora show. Where this really showed was in some of the slower more emotional ballads of the show, where the lighting should drop or change colour all there was, was general wash. This really let them down as the performance of these ballads were really impressive, but the lighting did not match their emotion. This is my biggest critique of the show and production wise was the only flaw, but I don’t think that this lack of lighting could have been prevented unless they used a different venue to show the production. And I really think that the show was good enough for a bigger theatre and even a longer run. Maybe a theatre like the New Theatre or The Sherman Theatre could have been used for this production as they are both relatively close to WAVDA campus.
[bookmark: _Int_gwUDk9tv]To conclude my essay, I think that the second years put on an outstanding show with what they had, and they should be immensely proud of what they achieved. If they put this production on again, I would gladly watch it multiple more times. From the killer vocals to the impressively clever set design the show was an absolute pleasure to watch, and I hope they do. I was in awe.

https://youtu.be/Z5Whgk44FGQ
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