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The aim of the dissertation is to provide an in-depth description, analysis and academic presentation of the religious responses to the problem, nature and existence of evil post-Shoah and shall focus particularly on Jewish responses. The dissertation shall also assess other religious perspectives on the problem of evil post-Shoah, for example, Christian responses. This shall be facilitated through the use of the work of key academics and scholars in the field whose work could be outlined and discussed in relation to the problem of evil.
The dissertation would draw on several disciplines in the field of Religious Studies for example sociology which might discuss the development of human society where the manipulation of a nation (Germany) and the Holocaust was made possible. Psychological aspects could be discussed with regards to the responses of religious people post Shoah, for example, Holocaust Survivors and religious leaders.
Main theories would include:
· Key proponents of the Holocaust Theology genre which took hold post-Shoah e.g. Rubenstein, Fackenheim.
· Richard Rubenstein who furthered the theory of The Death of God in his book After Auschwitz, who stated that after the horrors of the Holocaust, one could no longer justify the belief in a supernatural Deity given his apparent absence during the Holocaust. The Death of God theory, however, goes far beyond this and really describes the broken link between heaven and earth and not necessarily the complete death of a Deity. 
· Jewish responses from each of the main branches of Contemporary Judaism (Reform, Conservative, Orthodox and Haredi) to the problem of evil post-Shoah.
· Christian responses to the problem of evil post-Shoah. E.g. the response of the Catholic Church and its responsibility in the promotion of anti-Judaism which developed into Nazi thought.
· Emil Fackenheim and his theories about the Holocaust such as that through the Holocaust a divine plan emerged for Hitler’s evil not to overcome the Jewish people and thought that the Zionist movement was a way of displaying such victory.
· Key religious arguments for Theodicy (justification of God).
· Implications that the Holocaust has on the covenant between God and his people.
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