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[bookmark: _Int_sj7gAFFf]The purpose of this essay is look in depth at the agencies involved with The Child Safeguarding Practice Review (CSPR) and their roles, strengths and limitations. The CSPR that has been investigated for the purposes of a group seminar is called Aiden (Bell, 2022). Aiden was admitted to hospital with severe burns to his hand and abdomen, at age one and half Aiden was distraught and suffering trauma on arrival to the hospital and at such an early age unable to communicate verbally. In the opinion of the medical team in attendance the burns were either non accidental due to not being supervised by an adult and neglected at home or had been inflicted. Aiden’s Mother had previously had a child removed from her care through a child protection order. The CSPR is conducted independently and is carried out to analyse the multi agencies and professional practice to learn and improve services. The purpose of the group seminar was for members of a group of five students to discuss in depth, distinct parts of CSPR. This essay will focus only on the agencies involved in the CSPR and their strengths and limitations. 
[bookmark: _Int_8t2mdpQ4][bookmark: _Int_HIJcODJU]Midwives are the lead health professionals caring for women during pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal care for a brief period after the baby is born (NHS, 2022). Midwives offer a wealth of evidence-based information to pregnant mothers to help them make important decisions, midwives work with pregnant women from all backgrounds and develop strong professional relationships with the women and their families (NHS, 2022). Midwives are accountable to the Nursing and Midwifery Council (RNC) and they have a duty of care to all patients by law (RNC, 2022). To practice, midwives must be registered on The NMC register (NMC, 2022; Royal College of Midwives, 2022). Outcomes for women and their babies are boundlessly better with the support and guidance of midwives who are in the unique position to help women access the services they need during pregnancy and beyond, giving women access to these services as early as possible during pregnancy helps them prepare for birth and parenthood in a timely manner (The Royal College of Midwives, 2022). Midwives look holistically at the mother's health, social and psychological needs and assess the needs of the unborn child in preparation for birth (Naidoo and Wills, 2000). Midwives have no legal power and can only refer to other services, if a pregnant woman has had previous involvement with Childrens services, they would automatically refer the mother to social services for a pre-birth assessment (British journal of Midwifery, 2014; Birth Rights, 2022). The Midwife involved in Aidens review referred Aidens mother repeatedly to social services for assessment and acted in the best interests of the unborn child (Family Rights Group, 2022).









[bookmark: _Int_wBpuQdf6][bookmark: _Int_yRSj7Fbm][bookmark: _Int_i5sW4pt3]Health Visitors are Specialist Community Public Health Nurses (SCPHN) registered midwives or nurses (NHS, 2022: NMC, 2022). They aim to reduce inequalities by promoting improvements in health and wellbeing by working with children and their families from birth to the age of five years old, working in partnership with public health and clinical colleagues enables them to make referrals and provide the correct support as early as possible (NHS, 2022). Health visitors, visit families in their homes and will usually be the first health professional to identify a child at risk, safeguarding is an essential part of the role of health visitor (NHS< 2022). Without health visitors many children suffering from neglect or abuse and isolation, would remain unseen and suffering without the support that they need, when the health visiting service is resourced, it is a real solution for health education and social care, all priorities for government departments (Institute for Health Visiting, 2022). Robinson (2004) however describes health visitors as ‘Health Police’, a view held by many parents according to research. Whilst health visitors have no legal power the primary care trusts that employ them, instruct them to screen new parents for any risk of child abuse under the guise of ‘getting to know you’ questionnaire (Robinson, 2004). Aidens health visitor reported to the local authority when Aiden appeared ‘miserable’ and therefore carried out her responsibilities to report this and share information.

[bookmark: _Int_gsVKaVSh][bookmark: _Int_nOF8XI08]There are a range of social work and other specialist services available for families to access in times of stress, vulnerability or being exposed to danger, these services are in line with The United Nation's Convention of the Rights of the Child 1989, The England and Wales Children Act 1989 and strengthened by statuary guidance like Working Together to Safeguard Children (BASW ENGLAND, 2022). Social workers may be requested by a family member; however, it is usually a professional such as a General Practitioner (GP) or health visitor who will make a referral because they believe that a child is at risk of harm, the social worker will then make an initial assessment and will always work with families (Family Rights Group, 2022). Social workers do have legal power and can have children removed from their families by applying to the family court with a plan for the child and in emergency situations where there is no time to apply to court the social worker can ask the police to protect the child, this is called police protection (Family Rights Group, 2022). One of the main purposes of The Children and Social Work Act 2017 is to improve multi agency work locally, by improving joint work and communicating referrals efficiently and responding in a timely manner it will improve child protection practice (Social Work England, (2022). Whilst the biggest strength of a social worker is the legal power they have, they are limited by staff shortages, high staff turnover, huge caseloads, and a poor communication (Family Rights Group, 2022). Unfortunately, the lack of communication and often curiosity coupled with a high turnover of staff meant that social services were not consistent in their roles at all during this case. 






[bookmark: _Int_1SlxMAnF][bookmark: _Int_FOG4xe6I]Berkshire women's aid run a project to empower women over the age of eighteen, they help to manage health and wellbeing by providing support, services and signposting to women who have been victims of domestic violence, homelessness, substance misuse, mental ill health, unemployment and low-level offending to help them take control of their health and behaviours (BWA, 2022). The Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) similarly provide personalised support and homes to young people, it is the oldest and largest charity in the world and supports its users to independent living and stability with education and training opportunities (YMCA, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_R2wB9sPD]In conclusion the seminar was successful and covered most of the points that needed to be made. However, it should be noted that more rehearsal would have benefitted the speaker as it could have led to a more fluid discussion, this would have improved confidence and made the experience less trepidatious and more collaborative.
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