Discussion of the nature & direction of chosen discipline & its relationship within the wider range of humanities. (2,000 words)

Despite the Earth being approximated to be between about 4 billion to 4.6 billion years old [1], the span of recorded history is only around 5,000 years, with the first recordings coming from the Sumerian cuneiform script [2]. The period of history typically classed as ‘ancient’ encompasses the period of 3,000 BC to 650 AD on all regions populated by humans [2]. The study of ancient history, however, is somewhat more flexible with its timeline of what history is ‘ancient’, as the ‘distant past’ can be relative depending on the people or the region [3].
One of the universities in the UK that offer Ancient History as a bachelor’s degree is the University of Bristol. The University of Bristol places an emphasis on the ancient Mediterranean, as well as real world issues that can be explored through studying the ancient past [4]. Some of the modules offered by the University of Bristol are interdisciplinary, like ‘material remains of the past’, which has a focus on archaeology [5].
However, other universities from other countries have more interdisciplinary elements. For example, the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in Greece has more modules on archaeology, but also history and literature [6].
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