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Matthew Lange’s and Andrew Dawson’s journal article investigating the effects of colonialism on post-colonial violence was very useful for investigating debates on colonialism put forth by Gilley’s quotation. I considered this source to be trustworthy when compiling my research for the presentation, as the author Matthew Lange is a Professor of Sociology whose other works have involved British colonialism and educations in civil violence.  This journal was very useful for analysing the varying debates on the positive and negative sides of colonialism, as Lange has taken extreme care to only make assumptions based on the numerical data that he had access to and showed in his work. The conclusion that Lange makes is interesting to the subject of colonialism as he suggests that violence within colonised countries had not increased due to colonialism, but rather that colonialism changed the form in which violence revealed itself. The article is rather difficult to fully understand as it uses a lot of statistical analysis, and the overall intention can be misplaced alongside all the raw data. Lange’s main audience for this article would most likely be other historians or statisticians looking at the correlation between colonialism and violence. 
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Thompson’s book looks at the effects that British Imperialism had on the Britain in the mid-nineteenth century. Thompson’s work is very good at explaining the impacts that colonialism had on Britain by giving in depth analysis on topics such as the working class and domestic policies. Thompson’s writing style is explanatory and in depth while remaining simple and accessible. While searching for debates in Empire, I found Thompson gave a unique view compared to others I had looked at as he expressed a negative opinion f colonialism, but not from the view point of a colonised country but from within the British Empire itself. The audience of ‘The Empire Strikes Back’ would most likely be any person with an interest on the history of empire and could be picked up and read by almost anybody. Much like Lange, but not quite to his extent, Thompson uses data such as employment and military records to analyse said data and arrive at hs conclusion, that opinions on empire are subjective “how people view it depends not only on their background knowledge, but upon who they are…”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Andrew Thompson, The Empire Strikes Back? (Harlow: Pearson Education limited, 2005), pg. 238.
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The main source used to analyse the quotation used by Gilley, was of course the article which the quotation originated. This article was very useful at unravelling the key debates around Empire, and Gilley showed, in the article, his side to the debate in a rather strong way.  The way in which Gilley writes allows the audience to understand exactly what the points he is making are and why he believes in them. Looking at gilley’s source has aided my ability at looking different debates put forth by historians and why they have formed these opinions. Published in Third World Quarterly, Gilley’s article would not be intended for the general population but rather other academics and historians. Gilley’s article is however, controversial as his views angered some historians who believed that his views went too far with some arguing that his evidence and data was intentionally falsified. 
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