With the use of a reflective module, write a report on how the learning in this module has helped you develop your academic skills.
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Introduction 

Reflection is when you look back at your work and learn how it has impacted you and 
your plan on what to do next. Reflection in writing is important because you learn what 
you're good at and how you can further improve. It clears your mind and reduces any 
confusion.  Referencing in writing puts your work in context and in depth of your 
research, this means whenever you are using someone else's ideas anywhere on any 
website you should reference it. In this report, I will reflect on the following three 
academic topics note-taking, finding information/ research skills and academic writing. 
To do so i will be using Kolb's reflective cycle.




Note-Taking 

Note-taking is very important in academic writing. It means practicing information in 
sources, you do this by writing down the important bits of information and memorizing 
them. Taking notes helps you later when you are revising. It keeps you concentrated 
and active during lectures. When taking notes in class we have learnt not to write every 
single word for word, it is more about writing that you understand, so you can later 
reflect on them. Some methods of note taking are Cornell notes, mind maps, 
diagram/diagrammatic, liner notes and tabular note taking. Cornell notes allow you to 
organize, review and self-assess your notes. Mind maps, also known as spider diagrams, 
help you to put your ideas down on paper and give you an overview of key points. 
Tabular notes taking is a technique to help you to summaries information that you want 
to compare, like comparing different viewpoints. The points in the table help you 
understand the topic and prepare you for an essay or exam. Linear points are used in 
down the page format and organized in number of points and headings and 
subheadings. This means that the process and arguments are broken down with further 
detentions. In class we talked about all the types of notes taking we thought and learnt 
that the most type of note taking we use is linear note taking and mind mapping. Linear 
noting is very easy to write down ideas as you hear them which helps you to also 

remember them but does not mean writing everything you heard down, only the 
important bits i really like using mind maps aswell because you come up with one idea 
to start of with in the middle and then you further express them. In class we completed 3 
activities. The first activity was about taking notes, we had to listen to a conversation 
about personal motivation and to take the key facts and opinions you hear (BBC,2019). 
The second activity was about reflecting on your note-taking, we took 5 minutes to 
reflect on what we found challenging and what we found easy to take notes on. 

The third activity was to highlight the key information that relates to motivating staff 
(2021) from a web article. The first activity was straight forward i took note of key 
Information. Another activity we had done in class was different types of note-taking. I 
think the Cornell notes were a bit of more challenging as we had to write down the cue 
questions and give a title, then write main notes, key thoughts and then the summery. 
I think the class preferred the mind map as it was easier and everyone in the groups 
came up with one idea and we wrote each one down as a spider diagram. I also found referencing a bit challenging but also the rest of the class. It was challenging because not all websites have and author or a name on the page, we would just have to write the title instead of the name. From this situation i have learnt to gather as much information, I could get from the website or article and just simply turn it into a reference. I could've been more positive after playing around on the websites finding out information, I needed such as the name of the author, title, a year, day, and a URL. The other thing I could have done was to ask the lecturer for more examples on how to do referencing.
If i had to do the same thing again i would scan through the text and find the information i need. If i could not find the information find another website or work with what you got. Next time i can act differently by revising and taking notes i should and practicing doing references.







Finding information / Reasearch skills

[bookmark: _Int_KTTvSSYm][bookmark: _Int_U2VDJIjj][bookmark: _Int_Frv4VIqJ][bookmark: _Int_jH7WSXNQ][bookmark: _Int_TYTyEvGd][bookmark: _Int_JDpG0ZJ8][bookmark: _Int_AzfjkDme][bookmark: _Int_Dm82nK09]Reasearch skills is when you have the ability to find answers to questions and the solution to a problem (Jamie .2024). This includes gathering information about the topic and review it and interpreting away of solutions. All research includes the search for information that you can use to answer or solution. Reasearch skills is important because it gives you the chance to gather important and relevant information from different sources. Another reason is that research skills give you an understanding of a subject. In class we talked about we do we find all our information. We said Google is a useful tool for finding sources. We looked at at the CRAAP test which was developed by Blakeslee (2004. C stands for currency, which is the timelessness of the information, R stands for relevance which means the importance for your needs. A stands for accuracy which is reability, truthfulness corrections of the content, and lastly the P stands for purpose which means existing information. Activity one that we completed in class was to try and find reliable sources on google or UWTSD library. In the end we found out that YouTube, Wikipedia and blogging websites can be edited by anyone. We found that not everything on these sources are reliable but some you can trust.













Academic Writing skills 


[bookmark: _Int_pj8ppwpR][bookmark: _Int_YVX9aRqW][bookmark: _Int_Uo0IHK9f][bookmark: _Int_getTNhqr][bookmark: _Int_xSaI5xAt][bookmark: _Int_14hOxQeZ]The purpose of academic writing is writing academically, for example in essays, notes, and reports. Reports and essays usually is a tool for sharing ideas, information and reasearch with wider academic community. The key points can be divided into two types such as student academic writing (used in student) and expert academic writing (in an journal or book). The key features does not include slang words, it uses formal language. It includes referencing and clear organisation layout. The important points are not to try write like expert, don't aim to use big words. 



Conclusion

[bookmark: _Int_psqQrgna][bookmark: _Int_2S6xFOzc]In conclusion as you study you need to write down notes to recall informationin lecturers. By taking notes of not full sentences but just words you remember. Research skills are important as it helps you gather information from different sources. Academic writing is a well-known tool used in essays and when writing reports. Therefore, in conclusion all 3 skills are important, and each play a role. 
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