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Element 1: 
The Foundation Phase is the statutory curriculum for all three to seven year olds in Wales. Children are given opportunities to explore the world around them and understand how things work by taking part in practical activities relevant to their developmental stage. They are challenged through practical activities and develop their thinking with open-ended questions. Children are encouraged to explore concepts and share ideas for solving problems. The Welsh Government has set the curriculum to encourage, ‘children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective’ (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 2). 

The foundation phase main purpose is to provide a nationally consistent baseline assessment which aligns with end of Phase Outcomes. Through the use of observations and formative assessments, the Profile supports practitioners to provide a developmentally appropriate holistic curriculum for all children. Why is it important? The Foundation Phase emphasises the importance of good reading and writing skills. At a young child will be encouraged to develop pre‑reading and pre‑writing skills through language‑development activities that help them understand sounds through games, making patterns, singing and stories. The Early Years Foundation Phase (EYFP) began in 2008 by the Welsh Assembly Government (Wainwright. N, 2016, p.2), Holistic play-based learning continuum for children. 

England have a different early year’s curriculum to Wales. The English curriculum is called Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), the government have ‘sets standards for the learning, development and care of your child from birth to 5 years old’ (Gov.uk, No Date). early years providers must meet to ensure children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for future progress through school and life. The early years foundation stage seeks to provide a secure foundation of opportunities which are planned around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed regularly and reviewed and learning and development requirements covering the areas of learning, the early learning goals and the assessment arrangements at the end of reception year in school. This is a very important stage as it helps children ready for school as well as preparing them for their future learning and successes. The Early Years Foundation Stage began in 2008 by the English Government, the Government introduced to provide a framework that would deliver consistent and high quality environments for all children’s settings. (Tickell. D,2011, p.2)

The two government have given each countries an early years curriculum, which the two started in the year 2008. The differences of the two curriculums that the foundation phase start at the age 3 and end at 7 years old. The foundation phase covers form reception to year 2, this curriculum replaced key stage 1 accordingly the curriculum covers that children demand to learn in the key stage 1(The school run, 2021). However, the foundation stage starts at birth and finish at 5 years old, foundation stage includes pre-school, nursery and reception, next key stage 1 begins (The school run, 2021). Yet the welsh curriculum the foundation phase is the national curriculum is similar to English curriculum the foundation stage the education system in Wales largely follows the structure in England, with the exception of the curriculum for Key Stage 1. Key point that could change is that the foundation phase could from the foundation stage are that the foundation phase could start from birth instead of 3 years old on the other hand foundation stage could keep going until the age of 7, instead of 5. 
The two early years curriculums are very different as foundation phase doesn’t have a key sage 1 for the reason that the framework covers the work and fallows through it doesn’t stop which is effective, the welsh government has written the foundation phase strategic action plan 2016, which contains information that express 
There is good evidence to show that where the Foundation Phase curriculum is being delivered well it is raising the attainment of all children, with improvements in overall school attendance, literacy, numeracy and learner well-being.
                                                         (The Welsh Government, 2016, p.2)

On the other hand, the foundation stage starts at a young age, it broke down into four age bands. The school run explains that the name of the bands is ‘Development Matters bands: 16-26 months, 22-36 months, 30-50 months and 40-60 months’ (The school run 2021). The question people may have, does the foundation stage work? There has been a report written on the evidence show that the foundation stage has a good impact on a children’s development, ‘the evidence shows that high quality early years interventions provide lasing and significant long-term effects on young children’s development’ (The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Review, 2011). 

Nevertheless, both early years curriculum is different in their ways, the foundation phase has seven areas of learning alongside with foundation stage. The two early years curriculum have seven areas of learning, yet they are both different. The foundation phase areas of learning are ‘personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity, language, literacy and communication skills, mathematical development, Welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development.’ (Hwb, 2015), the foundation stage areas of learning are ‘communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional development, Literacy, Mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design’ (The school run 2021). 

Foundation phase areas of learning are different to the foundation stage, such as one of the areas of learning in the foundation phase is the welsh language development, all Welsh- medium and English-medium school/setting in Wales would implement a welsh language educational programme in the Foundation Phase (Welsh Language Development, 2008, p.4).  However, the foundation stage would not have the welsh language development as one of the areas of learning, as the foundation stage is based in England therefore one of the areas of learning that they follow is literacy. Literacy is very important for children as it gives them a head start in learning which is essential life skills that children would use on a daily basis (Kelly, 2015).  

The two are very important to each country, still very different form each other however they necessarily need to be as the foundation stage wouldn’t be able to do the use one of the areas of learning form the foundation phase, welsh language development as the foundation stage is based England and the foundation phase is based in wales where there are Welsh – medium. On the other hand, there are similarities, both areas learning is the same for each county early years curriculum for example both curriculums have physical development in their areas of learning, both have mathematical development in their areas of learning which is very important for the children’s development.  

The foundation phase and foundation stage are very similar in each their early year curriculum by they both believe that play plays a big part in children development. 
‘Play allows them to be creative, to investigate and explore different materials, and gives them opportunities to experiment and predict outcomes’ (How is my child doing in the foundation phase, 2018) The article ‘how is my child doing in the foundation phase’ (2018) explains why the foundation phase uses play, 
The Foundation phase is built on the principles of learning through play and is an essential ingredient in the curriculum. We know from evidence that learning through play is a powerful tool. It can help children to develop and extend their language and communication skills.
                              (How is my child doing in the foundation phase, 2018)
The foundation stage says the same as what foundation phase believe in about what play does to help children to develop skills that they need. The article early years matters states that play underpins the early years foundation stage, 
Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions and creativity, social and intellectual skills. For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although some children may need extra help from adults.
                                                                     (Early Years Matters, 2021)
Both early years curriculum follows the play learning approach to give the children to be right course in their development also allowing the children to learning all the areas of learning through playing games, activities and talking while playing. 
  
A play-based curriculum gives children the ability to make their own choices on what they want to or play with. Temporality some may have an objection on children learning through play, the article ‘Unstructured Play: 13 Pros & Cons for Learning’ by Chris Drew says that the cons of play are that children may not lead to learning and say that play isn’t always the best approach for children to learn, yet there is strong evidence that play does help children to learn such as forest schools. Forest schools was introduced to the UK in 1993, they had visited a Danish Forest School and were so impressed with the ethos and approach that they were keen to develop their own programme. There has been research has shown that Forest School stimulates imaginative play through hands-on engagement with the natural environment. ‘Children felt that they were able to apply skills they had learned in school in more meaningful ways and developed a range of non-academic skills.’ (Forest schools: how climbing trees and making dens can help children develop resilience, 2019). 

Piaget is a theorist of cognitive development that looked at how children develop intellectually throughout the course of the childhood.  Piaget viewed play as integral to the development of intelligence in children. Piaget believes that his theory of play argues that as the child matures their environment and play should be encourage further cognitive and language development, from Piaget theory the early years curriculum is a play-based curriculum as its very important for children to learn and use those skills through play, children do not know that they are learning while they are playing which is brilliant as the children are using their own skills and imagination to play. 
 
Piaget isn’t the only believe that play is effective for children development and leaning, the theorist Vygotsky is also based his theory on cognitive development on childhood development. Vygotsky believes that play is an important part of early childhood, play promotes cognitive, social, and emotional development in children. Role-play and the imaginary situation are planned ahead and there are rules for participating in play. Maria Montessori has a say on learning through play, she believes that children learn and grow through play. But Montessori also observed that children enjoyed play based in reality and were happier when invited to play with real materials that produced real results. Montessori says that the essential dimensions of play are: Voluntary, enjoyable, purposeful and spontaneous.  

The foundation phase and foundation stage both look at play as essential for children learning and the children development. The Nursery World article on play-based foundation phase improving outcomes they believe that the curriculum is improving the children’s educational achievement, well-being and involvement. Claire Protheroe the direct services manager for PACEY Cymru said that ‘'These findings support PACEY's view that play and active learning is one of the most important factors in developing the skills children need.’ (Nursery World, 2015) 
The foundation stage says that play Is a good practice in the early years foundation stage. Play is recognised as so important to their well-being and development. Children have a right to play is set down in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, ‘Article 31 – The Child's Right to Play’ (Playboard Ni, 2014). Play is a fundamental commitment within the Early Years Foundation Stage. There is a significant body of knowledge showing that many forms of play help children to learn and to become confident learners for the future. Research also shows that a skilled adult who interacts with children in particular ways to enhance their learning is a crucial ingredient in children making good progress. 
Element 2: 
In Wales the curriculum is changing, the Curriculum for Wales wish to help guid and wants to help each school develop its own curriculum, to enabling their learners to develop towards the four purposes of the curriculum. The four purposes that the new curriculum, 
Ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
                                                           (Morriston Primary School, No Date)
The Curriculum for Wales sets out that the propose of the curriculum requirement set out in legislation for all learners aged 3 to 16, and to ensure all schools cover the same core learning to secure a consistency of approach for learners across Wales. The new curriculum expectations around assessment arrangements to support learner progression. 

The new curriculum contains the guidance for legislation an outline of proposed legislation. With the new curriculum it gives children and teachers an opportunity to designing your curriculum, (Hwb, 2020). The general guidance on developing a curriculum across all areas of learning and experience Area/Areas. An introduction to each area of learning and experience. The first of the areas of learning and experience is what matters, the big ideas and key principles in each Area. The second areas of learning and experience It’s gives principles of progression, how learners make progress throughout their learning across the curriculum. The third areas of learning and experience is descriptions of learning and how learners should make progress within each statement of what matters. Fourth of the areas of learning and experience is designing curriculum that suits and the principles for each area, more area-specific guidance on developing a curriculum. Firth and final of areas of learning and experience is to helps to supporting learner progression – assessment guidance, (Hwb, 2020). 

The foundation phase profile handbook explains what the welsh government’s requirements as part of the early years development and assessments framework and supports assessment of children’s learning and development throughout their time in the foundation phase.  The main purpose is to provide a nationally consistent baseline assessments which aligns with end of phase outcomes. The foundation phase assesses children through the use of observations and formative assessments and the profile supports practitioners to provide a developmentally appropriate holistic curriculum for the children. (Foundation Phase Profile Handbook, 2017). 

On entry to the foundation phase the profile skill ladders support assessment of the skills of the young children that started at nursery school children and for the children in their early stages of their development, the profile of the children would help the setting to see what level they in their development are and also it forms an important part of recording the children’s achievements form their entry into the foundation phase. ‘The compact profile – Baseline’ (Foundation Phase Profile Handbook, 2017), the baseline assessment is when teachers are required to carry out a statutory baseline assessment of all pupils within six weeks of their entry into the reception class in primary school. 

Assessment in primary education document say’s ‘The Profile is based on observations and formative assessments to establish a baseline of children’s development to help teachers to plan the next steps for learning.’ (Assessment in primary education, 2019). Observation-based tool is used throughout the Foundation Phase to support teacher assessment. It is based on the Foundation Phase Framework outcomes and consists of a Compact profile and a full profile. Both Profiles contain skill ladders, which are used to produce a snapshot of a child’s development at the baseline assessment and at the end of the Foundation Phase respectively. 
For all compact profile must have the baseline assessment, in the profile it should contains the four of the foundation phase areas of learning. The four of the areas of learnings are personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity. Language, literacy and communication skills in English or Welsh. Mathematical development. Physical development. 
However, the new curriculum has made assessment more of the core of the new curriculum, the welsh government have stated that ‘assessment plays a fundamental role in enabling each individual learner to make progress at an appropriate pace, ensuring they are supported and challenged accordingly.’(Hwb,2020).  The new curriculum assessments are all based on what schools designs for their new curriculum. ‘defining feature of the Framework is that it requires schools to design their own curriculum and assessment arrangements. By itself, it is not an ‘off the shelf’ programme for delivery’ (Hwb, 2020). Intrinsic part of curriculum design is how assessment will support this vision for their curriculum and the learning it will support. Schools and practitioners should have a vision to develop a curriculum which incorporates assessment for learners’ progression. Principles of progression and the descriptions of learning are intended to guide the development of a curriculum which reflects appropriate progression. Learners’ progress can then be identified through assessment and allows practitioners to plan learning and teaching. 

The new curriculum has brought the assessments more into the curriculum by giving the schools/settings a chance to design their own curriculum and how they going to assess the children under their own curriculum. On the other hand, the curriculum that wales have in place right now they have still gone the Compact profile by using one methods of assessing is observation, just in the first six weeks in of the children started a new setting. The new curriculum has developed more into assessing by letting the school decide. 

In the new curriculum explain how assessment should support practitioners in identifying the progress being made by an individual learner, and recording this, where appropriate, to understand their journey over different periods of time and in a variety of ways. By recoding the assessment that are being made and recoding this would reflecting on a learner’s progress over time will enable practitioners to provide feedback and help plan their future learning, including any interventions, additional support or challenge which may be required. 

By recoding and monitoring the assessments that is being made by practitioners/ teachers for the children, to understand whether different groups of learners are making expected progress. This should be used to identify strengths and areas for improvement in both the school curriculum and daily practice, including consideration of how the needs of learners as individuals have been met. about a school understanding what it needs to know about its learners in order for them all to maximise their potential and identifying specific challenges and the support which particular groups might need. This understanding will also contribute to a school’s process of self-evaluation and continuous improvement.  The new curriculum hasn’t changed the way the mentoring and recoding of children’s development and grouping to the right level of development, that children can reach their full protentional. 

BBC has written article about ‘Should young children be grouped by ability?’ some people have questioned should children be grouped or not. The article has mentioned ‘There were concerns raised that this could have a potentially negative impact upon some children's mental health.’ (BBC, 2017) Children at a young age do not recognised that they are in groups but as they grow older, they can see that they are in groups, but groups are in place to give children to reach their full protentional. The article has mentioned that ‘Some people feel that grouping children, so the work is targeted to their individual needs makes perfect sense’ (BBC, 2017). Children are placed in groups for particular subjects, usually language and maths, and move from their normal mixed-ability class for these subjects. For example, children with autism that may not reach a task that teachers have given to other children, but this is where children with autism work on different task to achieve their full protentional. 

With autism as the task that have been given for those children to do, they are assessments to see if they can do the task. The task would be recoded down on what a child could do and can’t do. Autism Assessment Reports are enough to ensure that additional support is in place so that students with autism are not disadvantaged in the classroom. Assessments are vital in order to further inclusion of autistic students; however, it can also be a hurdle in the process. Schools must provide suitable accommodation for pupils when taking formal assessments. 
The one method off assessment is observing, the observation and assessment enables practitioners to know the individual child and highlight his/her strengths, interests and needs. Observations and assessing is good technique to identify the plan for the child’s progress, also to highlight children’s development, strengths and abilities across all areas of learning.  Another reason for observation and assessment enables practitioners to provide a graduated response and specific help to children whose progress is not adequate and who may be on the continuum of additional learning needs, inform children of their achievements and next steps for their learning. (Observing Children, 2008). 
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal Act 2018 makes provision for a new statutory framework for supporting children and young people with additional learning needs. It will replace existing legislation surrounding special education needs and the assessment of children and young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. Implementation of the draft ALN Code, proposed regulations and the 2018 Act is intended to deliver the following positive impacts for children and young people, ‘a more flexible, responsive process of ongoing assessment, enabling provision for the individual learner to evolve over time in accordance with their changing needs’ (The additional learning needs code and regulations: children’s rights impact assessment, 2021). Observations is the main way for children with additional learning needs to be assess as children for example global development delay may have a brain of 18 months old in a 3 year old body, the only way the child could be assess by observation. For a child with ALN would be assess every year for their individual development plan, as a child with ALN develop as they go on, by assessing the children as they go on would improve. 
The role of the adult is to Inspire the children to connect to knowledge and skills, adults are tasked with the responsibility of maintaining an enriched environment always prepared for the children's work. Montessori believed that the role of the adult is to be present in the child's life, physically, mentally, and emotionally to aid in their development. The adult whether she is a parent, family member, teacher or other, must be fully prepared and educated in the needs of the child and their development. (The role of the adult in Montessori education, 2011). The role of the adult is important to observing and assessing the child as the role of the adult is present for example teachers are there look at what children can do and can see the children development as the weeks go on. 

It is important for adults to manage the pace of activities, planning varied and interesting new experiences to stimulate learning. To respect children as independent learners who need opportunities to revisit, practice, make choices and have a sense of ownership of their learning. When curriculum planning the role of the adults should put good practice in relation to curriculum planning included approaches that were differentiated for age and stage of development. Effective assessment and progress tracking could be undermined by inconsistent practice which failed to truly reflect a child’s stage of development or how far they had progressed. In both new and current curriculum, the role of the adult is there to support children in their lives if it’s at school or at home, the adult is there to motivate children and to help them development. Children learn that adults are invested in them decisions. 
  
Both curriculums, new and current support the assessment, progress tracking and age or stage related development models, yet the new curriculums have development the assessments more by giving the choice to school/setting to design their own curriculum and assessments. 
Element 3 
Is learning through play important to the new curriculum?
As an Early Years practitioner, i have always been a strong believer that learning through play is the way to go for children to develop their skills and learn as they play. As part of the Foundation Phase (2008) the current curriculum in Wales, play is one of the strongest learning stagiary there is. The welsh government has written the Play/active Learning Overview for 3-to-7-year old’s (2008) ‘Play is an essential ingredient in the curriculum which should be fun and stimulating.’ It is important that the value of play in young children’s learning is acknowledged and explained. For play to be effective in the Foundation Phase, it is essential that careful planning is undertaken. 
With play learning there are many values, when children are involved in their learning, they take ownership, which is great to see. The purpose of play learning is that it motivates children, supports and it develops skills. Also play learning develops concepts, develops language/communication skills, develops concentration and also develops positive attitudes. It demonstrates awareness/use of recent learning and skills and consolidates learning. 
Play is Children’s “Work” (Thibodeau, T. 2021) strongly agree to the quote. The centre for parenting education (2021) have written an article on ‘top 3 benefits of learning through play’ they have highted that one of their benefits is ‘play encourages communication’ (Thibodeau, T. 2021) which is one of the big things that play encourages by, allowing children to have the opportunity to develop speech and language skills as well listening skills. Children talk and listen while they play. The second benefits encouragement is Play Improves Cognitive Development (Thibodeau, T. 2021) which is another big encouragement that play brings, Children who engage in pretend play tend to have more sophisticated levels of interaction with others. 

 There is a theorist that believes in learning through play and cognitive development and his name is Piaget. Jean Piaget (1962) was the first psychologist to make the systematic study of children’s cognitive development.  Piaget played a central role in the development of the view that play may be of crucial importance in children's cognitive development. Piaget's theories about learning emphasised the need for children to explore and experiment for themselves. Another theorist that believed in play learning was Vygotsky, he believed that play is an important part of early childhood. Vygotsky believed that play promotes cognitive, social, and emotional development in children.  Vygotsky believed that role-playing was in the heart of play learning by using imaginary situation are planned ahead and there are rules for participating in play. (Scharer, H,J. 2017) 

The final benefits are ‘play encourages relationship building’ (Thibodeau, T. 2021), Play helps to promote the development of social skills. Children who play with their parents and peers learn how relationships work through their play experiences. As play becomes more important in a child’s life, an increase in the number and quality of friendships has been seen.

People think that play learning doesn’t at all, and children may not learning anything by doing it. There is an article by Chris Drew (2021) ‘Unstructured Play: 13 Pros & Cons for Learning’ the article has highlighted that one of the cons are that play isn’t always the best approach and says that children still need guidance. The cons are not all true I believe as children learn everyday just by talking to each other, and children do get guides but when playing with other children they are independent to play what they would like to play and do. 

But the question is has the new curriculum used play to help younger children? Nursery world has written an article on ‘Wales unveils experience-rich curriculum’ it has highlighted that:
The Foundation Phase in Wales is to be replaced with a new curriculum for children aged three to 16, in which religious education will be made mandatory from the age of three.
                                                                           (Nursery World, 2019). 
The new curriculum will be phased in from September 2022 to replace the current Foundation Phase for children from age three and Key Stages 2, 3 and 4. However the welsh government have come out and said, ‘principles of the Foundation Phase, including a commitment to play, will remain in place.’ (Nursery World, 2019). We want children to enjoy learning, and develop skills, knowledge and emotional resilience. 

Play-based learning would follow through to the new curriculum as their strong evidence going back to 1962 form the theorist Jean Piaget, from then they have seen the benefits of play learning. Play really show how children just learning through play for example playing dolls house the children use the communications skill, language skills, physical skills by standing up sitting down and maths skills by counting the stairs. Children learn so many ways and that why play learning will carry on in the new curriculum 
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