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[bookmark: _Toc147400754]INTRODUCTION 
Academic skills refers to the strategies, abilities and habits, which can help students and learners to get success in an educational setting (Korucu, 2022). These skills build on learners mastery of technical and literacy subjects such as science, mathematics and develop their practical knowledge (Rodrigues, 2021). This report aims at identifying importance of research ability and referencing skills in students. Along with this, it will also provide recommendations about skills that can help student in developing research skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc147400755]MAIN BODY 
[bookmark: _Toc147400756]Significance of research skills 
Research skill is the ability of searching for content or any topic, locating, extracting, evaluating, organising and using information, which is related to that specific topic (Vieno, Rogers, and Campbell, 2022). Research skills allow individuals to find relevant information and utilise that data effectively in their education. 
Importance:
Expands knowledge base: Research facilitates opportunities of learning and expansion of knowledge through discovering new topic intensely (Halperin, and Heath, 2020). Through researching learner can develop more knowledge about a topic which they already aware of. In cases, when the topic is totally new and different then research skills can provide great assistance for developing detailed understanding about that topic. It also provides details and data that is obligatory to comprehend the subject matter. It allows making appropriate use of collected information and helps in resolving plenty of problems. 
Facilitates updated information: Research chiefly equip learner with recent information of a chosen subject and develop on new ideas. The constant changes in technological and scientific fields are possible due to extensive research that undertaken by researchers to find out new needs people have and make changes in these fields according to the needs (Ruzycki, and Ahmed, 2022). Student can stay connected with updated information and changes taking place in educational field, science field or other field. This increases their personal knowledge and improves research ability, which is very beneficial. 
Builds credibility: When student include facts and actual information in their assignment or projects through conducting proper research then credibility of their project enhances. Through placing in-text citation in assignments to show the actual source of information, they can reflect personality that is more intellectual. This skill also helps them in earning extra points during debates or speech, as people feel more connected with facts instead of giving theoretical and old information. Individuals are more expected to listen people with well-informed knowledge. Research provide a sound foundation for building ideas and opinions based on that information. 
Aid in problem solving: Research skills provide assistance in solving issues whether the issues are personal or professional (Fuster Guillén, and Santa María Relaiza, 2020). Depending on problems, students can emphasise on their research work through analysing information available on different sources that is recorded by different authors and in books. Through this research student can solve their issues and feel more confident while answering question. In this case, paraphrasing plays important role because it allows individual to rewrite the information in their own words according to their understanding (Fitria, 2021). Through paraphrasing, they can present information in simplified manner, which is easy to understand. 
[bookmark: _Toc147400757]Prominence of referencing skills 
Referencing is a way in which user acknowledge the basis of information which have used for completion of work. It provides a clear idea to reader that information of other authors or source have been used for developing own arguments and ideas. This skill is widely significant for both teacher as well as student. 
Importance: 
Enhances reputation: Good referencing involves attention towards small details such as correct spelling of author name, page number and accuracy of facts used in file. Including references in paper enhances reputation of student among teachers and readers because it indicates that they value hard work of others and give proper credit to them in their work. Effective referencing is interpreted as sign of an intellectual personality, clear thinking and accurate writing. Appropriate referencing enhances scientific knowledge of learners. 
Provide evidence for information: Referencing is the method of giving evidence to help the claims and assertions used in assignments. Students can increase reliability of information by citing experts and authors name in projects. Citation is a way of telling the readers that specific material or information in assignment is taken from another source (Aksnes, Langfeldt, and Wouters, 2019). It also indicates that student possess high knowledge in the arena in which they are operating. Citation allows the readers to trace the source and check accuracy of information presented in assignment. 
Reduce problem of plagiarism: Plagiarism is prominent issue that encountered majorly during academic years (Perkins, Gezgin, and Roe, 2020). This raises issue on academic integrity of students and author. Through mentioning authors and source in assignment, this problem can be easily avoided by students. Copying, misusing and using ideas of other people without referencing is prohibited. Student cannot use information of other authors just by changing sentence order or replacing few words with synonyms, as it is unacceptable. 
Reflect seriousness of students: When students add references in their content then readers can examine the information and compare it from the resource. When they identify changes in both content and accuracy of facts in content then it shows that students have worked hard or rigorously for completing the academic work. It reflects efficiency and quality of students. This is most important ability for personal development of individuals. Readers can differentiate between self- written ideas and ideas that are copied. 
[bookmark: _Toc147400758]Recommendation of necessary skills 
Research skills play crucial role in developing personal knowledge and information about certain topic or fields. Students can enhance this skill by working on other skills that are connected with research skill. Such as searching, giving attention to the details, note taking, interaction or effective communication, problem solving or time management. Searching for reliable and credible information will help students to strengthen their research proposal as well as drive them towards developing faster solution of problems (Aslan, 2021). Appropriate research process also helps in paying attention to small details and framing conclusion according to small details. Note taking can help students in organising information and focus on essential information. When they will take notes, they start realising which information is more relevant and which is of no use. They will develop habit of segregation of essential and non-essential information. This will further help them in identifying structure of using research information. Students can improve their communication skills during academic learning for enhancing research ability. Effective communication enhances relevancy, impact and visibility of work and increase readers engagement towards the work (van der Vleuten, van den Eertwegh, and Giroldi, 2019). Students can work on their creativity, adaptability and planning skills for acquiring research communication aptitude in their personality. Effective communication can benefit learners to create networks and get access of recent findings that can lead towards further understanding of their topic. Another skill, which need to develop for enhancing research aptitude, is problem solving ability. This skill helps in analysing actual cause of problem and identify solution based on that problem. This also improves research skills because students need to search about the cause of issue and then they develop their own idea for eliminating that problem this allows them to enhance their searching efficiency. The process of research is very lengthy and time consuming so to remove the obstacle it is required that student work on their time management skills for reducing the time spend on research (Shchetynina, 2019). This reduction is possible through adapting effective time management plan. 
[bookmark: _Toc147400759]CONCLUSION 
Skills is proficiency or expertise that can obtain from constant practice, training or guidance. Skills permit an individual to develop expertise so that they can perform a role or job with efficiency. The report discussed about prominence of research skills and referencing during academic learning. Further, it identified essential skills that can benefit students in enhancing their research skills.  
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