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Berenbeim, J. ‘Art of Documentation’. Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies.(2015).
I found this source particularly useful in terms of coming from a standpoint where you have little knowledge, or, no knowledge in the area of art history; it helps to define how people analyse art and gives you a clearer interpretation of religious art due to the source being focused around imagery in the medieval period. Trying to understand a little more about art history is something that I believed would be useful in writing my presentation, furthermore I feel it helps to form a much more coherent and meaningful opinion regarding medieval imagery. Although the text isn’t directly linked to the letters Pope Gregory wrote to Bishop Serenus of Marseilles and could be considered irrelevant as a source to look at, I thought that even gaining a little understanding of the theories of art history would help in forming my presentation and understanding more coherently what not only the scholars are discussing in their works – and how to evaluate what to discuss – but, also what Pope Gregory was trying to communicate in his letters to Bishop Serenus of Marseilles.
Camille, M. ‘Seeing and Reading: Some Visual Implications Of Medieval Literacy And Illiteracy’. Art History, 8(1), (1985), pp.26-49.
Michael Camille explains, with great emphasis, that reading and writing during the medieval period wasn’t carried out in the same context as they are practiced at present day. He focuses on telling us how it was an action done out loud – reading during the medieval period was done out loud rather than in silence and rather than writing something down transactions were made by speaking of them in front of witnesses. Although Camille’s writing is not focused solely on Pope Gregory’s letters he’s used it as a starting point on which to build his argument. Camille delves deeply into what the meaning of reading was during the medieval period and thoroughly investigates how this can be linked to literacy and illiteracy. Of all the scholars work I have looked at for this presentation I found Camille’s to be the most insightful and useful for my research. Despite the fact that he obviously has formed an opinion on the argument, I feel he isn’t too biased when investigating the topic and he sheds equal amounts of light on all corners of the argument.
Chazelle, C. ‘Pictures, Books, and the Illiterate: Pope Gregory I's letters to Serenus of Marseilles’. Word & Image, 6(2), (1990), pp.138-153.
Celia M. Chazelle’s journal ‘Pictures, Books, and the Illiterate’ was a crucial source to look at due to the quote my presentation was based on being selected from this piece of writing. Chazelle’s article is useful as she very thoroughly looks at the letters Pope Gregory the Great wrote to Bishop Serenus of Marseilles. Chazelle picks apart a few specific words that Pope Gregory uses which she feels are vital in the understanding of his letters and the meaning of what he’s writing, she also seems to do this because she’s very aware of the fact that the letters can be easily misunderstood and therefore if she picks out specific words and assess them herself in her article the audience can understand and apply the words in a more competent manner. Furthermore, throughout her review of Pope Gregory’s letters her focus is on the idea that Gregory implies images are used to further inspire people’s devotion towards God, with one of a few main focuses being on Pope Gregory’s use of the word “adoration”, a word which she believes is often not considered or generally left out of other translations of the letters. It feels as though Chazelle’s interpretations towards the letters are not very open and therefore rather than considering other sides of the argument she dismisses them and sets herself on proving why what she believes is most plausible for the duration of her journal article.
Kessler, H. ‘Gregory the Great and Image Theory in Northern Europe during the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries’. A Companion to Medieval Art: Romanesque and Gothic in Northern Europe, ed. by Conrad Rudolph (Malden, 2006), pp.151-172.
Herbert Kessler’s work features the same translation as that of Celia Chazelle’s – he even uses her as a reference in his work – therefore, including Kessler as a source to look at I thought was of great importance as I could review two different opinions from people who looked at the same translation rather than looking at someone who had used a different translation making the comparison of the two arguments potentially weaker. Kessler talks about Pope Gregory’s many potential influences in the formulation of his letters to Bishop Serenus of Marseilles. Kessler goes about contextualising and featuring other prominent people who may have spoken of, or been influential in the idea of images being bibles for the illiterate and he makes it clear that Pope Gregory’s opinion on images being for the illiterate wasn’t an original or unique one.. I particularly found the way in which he went about his investigation a little confusing and unrefined in comparison to the work of other scholars, and it almost seems the he is trying to present many ideas in a compressed way, despite this Kessler’s article was still useful and critical in being exposed to a range of different opinions for the argument at hand. Another central point to Kessler’s argument is the idea that the images Pope Gregory the Great was talking about involved, in some context, some sort of text or words, which I found is an idea that wasn’t much considered in other scholars arguments. 
Klip, R. ‘Art and the Bible - artbible.info’. [online] Artbible.info. Available at: https://www.artbible.info/ (2005) [Accessed 21 Jan. 2018]. 
I found this source was very useful in being able to look at types of imagery from which Pope Gregory may have been referring to throughout his letters. The website only posts religious imagery and therefore it’s very relevant to the particular imagery to which Pope Gregory would have been referring to in his letters. It is a useful resource especially if you have little to no prior knowledge surrounding the types of images that would have been around during the time period Pope Gregory wrote his letters to Bishop Serenus of Marseilles and therefore it helps to further the understanding of what Pope Gregory was implying throughout his letters and therefore aiding in forming a coherent, valuable argument. Alongside the images there are descriptions of what’s happening in the image, which are particularly useful if you have no prior knowledge of the image as otherwise you probably couldn’t decipher to a full extent the subject or story in the image. This also exposes you to the feeling of seeing an image and trying to decipher the story, helping to give somewhat of a more accurate representation of what it could have potentially been like for these illiterate people. 
