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‘DONATIONS OF ALEXANDRIA’ – CASSIUS DIO

41.49
AFTER THIS ANTONY FEASTED THE ALEXANDRIANS, AND IN THE ASSEMBLY MADE CLEOPATRA AND HER

CHILDREN SIT BY HIS SIDE; ALSO IN THE COURSE OF HIS ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE HE COMMANDED THAT

SHE SHOULD BE CALLED QUEEN OF KINGS, AND PTOLEMY, WHOM THEY NAMED CAESARION, KING OF

KINGS. AND HE THEN MADE A NEW DISTRIBUTION OF PROVINCES, GIVING THEM EGYPT AND CYPRUS IN

ADDITION; FOR HE DECLARED THAT IN VERY TRUTH ONE WAS THE WIFE AND THE OTHER THE SON OF THE

FORMER CAESAR, AND HE PROFESSED TO BE TAKING THESE MEASURES FOR CAESAR'S SAKE, THOUGH

HIS PURPOSE WAS TO CAST REPROACH UPON CAESAR OCTAVIANUS BECAUSE HE WAS ONLY AN

ADOPTED AND NOT A REAL SON OF HIS. BESIDES MAKING THIS ASSIGNMENT TO THEM, HE PROMISED TO

GIVE TO HIS OWN CHILDREN BY CLEOPATRA THE FOLLOWING DISTRICTS: TO PTOLEMY, SYRIA AND ALL

THE REGION WEST OF THE EUPHRATES AS FAR AS THE HELLESPONT; TO CLEOPATRA, THE CYRENAICA IN

LIBYA; AND TO THEIR BROTHER ALEXANDER, ARMENIA AND THE REST OF THE COUNTRIES EAST OF THE

EUPHRATES AS FAR AS INDIA; FOR HE EVEN BESTOWED THE LAST-NAMED REGIONS AS IF THEY WERE

ALREADY IN HIS POSSESSION.



‘DONATIONS OF ALEXANDRIA’ – PLUTARCH LIFE 

OF ANTONY 54
HE WAS HATED, TOO, FOR THE DISTRIBUTION WHICH HE MADE TO HIS CHILDREN IN ALEXANDRIA; IT WAS

SEEN TO BE THEATRICAL AND ARROGANT, AND TO EVINCE HATRED OF ROME. FOR AFTER FILLING THE

GYMNASIUM WITH A THRONG AND PLACING ON A TRIBUNAL OF SILVER TWO THRONES OF GOLD, ONE

FOR HIMSELF AND THE OTHER FOR CLEOPATRA, AND OTHER LOWER THRONES FOR HIS SONS, IN THE

FIRST PLACE HE DECLARED CLEOPATRA QUEEN OF EGYPT, CYPRUS, LIBYA, AND COELE SYRIA, AND

SHE WAS TO SHARE HER THRONE WITH CAESARION. CAESARION WAS BELIEVED TO BE A SON OF THE

FORMER CAESAR, BY WHOM CLEOPATRA WAS LEFT PREGNANT. IN THE SECOND PLACE, HE

PROCLAIMED HIS OWN SONS BY CLEOPATRA KINGS OF KINGS, AND TO ALEXANDER HE ALLOTTED

ARMENIA, MEDIA AND PARTHIA (WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE SUBDUED IT), TO PTOLEMY PHOENICIA, 
SYRIA, AND CILICIA. AT THE SAME TIME HE ALSO PRODUCED HIS SONS, ALEXANDER ARRAYED IN

MEDIAN GARB, WHICH INCLUDED A TIARA AND UPRIGHT HEAD-DRESS, PTOLEMY IN BOOTS, SHORT

CLOAK, AND BROAD-BRIMMED HAT SURMOUNTED BY A DIADEM. FOR THE LATTER WAS THE DRESS OF

THE KINGS WHO FOLLOWED ALEXANDER, THE FORMER THAT OF MEDES AND ARMENIANS. AND WHEN

THE BOYS HAD EMBRACED THEIR PARENTS, ONE WAS GIVEN A BODYGUARD OF ARMENIANS, THE OTHER

OF MACEDONIANS. CLEOPATRA, INDEED, BOTH THEN AND AT OTHER TIMES WHEN SHE APPEARED IN

PUBLIC, ASSUMED A ROBE SACRED TO ISIS, AND WAS ADDRESSED AS THE NEW ISIS.





CLEOPATRA[E REGINAE REGVM]FILIORVM REGVM 
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