Greek, Exercise 11, page 234

Δικ. Don’t make a noise, spectators, if I am here as a beggar and begin speaking among Athenians about the city, although I am acting (?) in a comedy. For even comedy knows what justice is. I will tell you terrible but just things. For Cleon will not now slander me for speaking ill of the city when strangers are in attendance. For we are by ourselves and strangers are not yet here. I hate the Spartans very much. I hope they and their wives and children are destroyed. For my vineyard is being cut down by them and we are shut up in the city unwillingly and being destroyed by disease, and always gazing at the fields. But (for you who are present are friends) how are the Spartans responsible for these evils? There are men among us (I do not speak of the city, remember this, I do not speak of the city) who are responsible, especially the Olympian Pericles, who passed a law that Megarians must not remain on land, nor in the market, nor on the sea, nor on the mainland. Although the Megarians and the Spartans asked and begged us many times to withdraw the decree, we were unwilling to do so, for it did not please Pericles. This was the origin of the war.
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