Llywelyn ap Gruffudd

Llywelyn ap Gruffud (c.1223 - December 11, 1282), also known as Llywelyn the Last, was the last native Prince of Wales. As grandson of Llywelyn ab Iorwerth (c. 1173 – April 11, 1240), or Llywelyn the Great, he, along with his brother Owain, inherited Gwynedd, the political centre of Wales, in 1246; however, in 1255, he seized his brother’s share of the lands. Llywelyn ap Gruffudd declared himself Prince of Wales in 1258 and was later, in 1267, officially recognised as such by King Henry III in the Treaty of Montgomery, a pivotal agreement for the relationship between Wales and England. Llywelyn fought tirelessly for Welsh independence from the English Crown up until his death on December 11, 1282, when he was killed during a conflict with King Edward I’s men. Llywelyn ap Gruffudd is a figure of great political and cultural significance in both England and Wales, representing Welsh identity during an era of resistance to English expansion, and is vital to the understanding of the collapse of independent Wales. 
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SC 1/19/37 (Letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to Edward I, 1278)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  London, The National Archives (TNA), SC 1/19/37 Letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to Edward I.
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SC 1/23/189 (Letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to Robert de Kilwardy, 1276)[footnoteRef:6] [6:  London, The National Archives (TNA), SC 1/23/189 Letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to Robert de Kilwardy.
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The National Library of Wales’s NLW MS 1231D, Transcripts of records, is a composite manuscript that contains several transcribed and translated documents. Among these records is a copy of a letter addressed to Edward I by Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. This composite manuscript is housed in the National Library of Wales, a respected national collection.  The letter, purportedly dated February 2 1281/82, provides context for Llywelyn’s political mindset during the later stages of Edward I’s conquest of Wales.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Greg Beyer, Edward Longshanks & the Conquest of Wales (2024) <https://www.thecollector.com/edward-longshanks-conquest-wales/> [Accessed 4 November 2025].] 


The National Archives’ SC 1/13/125 is a draft of a letter from Edward I addressed to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, in which the King seeks restitution for attacks by Llywelyn’s men and for the capture of his men.  It is an authentic record from Edward I’s chancery. This draft letter is held in the National Archives’ Special Collections 1: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer. This draft, dated to c. May-June 1275, offers insight into the final phase of diplomacy between Llywelyn and Edward I before the 1277-1284 Conquest of Wales. 

The National Archives’ SC 1/13/205 is a letter dated August 8 1276, in which Edward I writes to Pope Adrian V regarding his dispute with Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. This official chancery letter is housed in the National Archives’ Special Collections. By involving the Pope, Edward I implies that he views the dispute between himself and Llywelyn to be significant. Therefore, this letter highlights the threat that Llywelyn posed to Edward I and English authority.

The National Archives’ SC 1/19/37 is a letter to Edward I from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, in which Llywelyn claims jurisdiction over a dispute concerning dower rights between Margaret, the widow of Madog Fychan, and her brother-in-law Gruffudd Fychan.[footnoteRef:10] It is an original letter, although stained and partially illegible, dated December 15, 1278, and is held in the National Archives' Special Collections 1. This letter reflects disputes over law and authority between Llywelyn and Edward I during the 1277-1284 conquest of Wales.   [10:  Emma Cavell, ‘Widows, Native Law and the Long Shadow of England in Thirteenth-Century Wales’, The English Historical Review, 133 (2018), <https://www.jstor.org/stable/26793746> [Accessed 6 November 2025] (p.1396)] 


The National Archives’ SC 1/20/142 is a letter from Anian II, the bishop of St Asaph, to Edward I, reporting on the accusations made by Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and his conduct toward Edward I. It is a firsthand clerical account, revealing the Welsh church’s perceptions of Llywelyn’s actions, which frames the prince as contentious. The letter is housed in the National Archives’ Special Collections and is dated c. September 1275, which proved to be a precarious time for the worsening relationship between Llywelyn and Edward I, amplified by Llywelyn’s decision to fail to turn up to perform homage to Edward I just one month earlier.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  R.R. Davies, The age of conquest : Wales, 1063-1415 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), 327.] 


The National Archives’ SC 1/23/189 is a letter addressed to Robert de Kiwardby, Archbishop of Canterbury, from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. It is housed in the National Archives’ Special Collections 1. The letter was subsequently forwarded or re-addressed to Robert Burnell, Bishop of Bath and Wells. The content of the letter, dated July 15 1276, concerns attacks on Llywelyn and his men in the Marches. This letter shows that Llywelyn sought a diplomatic intermediary in the form of the Church. It allows an insight into the year ahead of Edward I’s conquest of Wales. 

The National Archives’ SC 8/120/6000, Petition of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales, to the King, is a parliamentary petition dated c. 1276-1277. It is part of the National Archives’ Special Collections 8: Ancient Petitions. It was submitted as part of a formal administrative procedure and handled by chancery clerks who annotated it with Edward I’s endorsements.  This petition provides evidence of administrative correspondence between Llywelyn and Edward I during the lead-up to the first invasion of Edward I’s Conquest of Wales in 1277.

The National Archives’ SC 8/340/16037 is a petition to the King concerning a land dispute at Mostyn following the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. This petition is also part of the Special Collections 8 series at the National Archives. The dating of this material is uncertain. The National Archive dates this petition to c. 1282; however, Petitions Relating to Wales p.505 dates the petition to c. 1301-1307. This petition provides an insight into the political and legal influence of Llywelyn’s death on landholding in Wales.

This research has identified and evaluated a range of archival materials relating to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales. Despite discovering a wealth of information online, it is essential to note that, due to key primary sources remaining undigitized, accessing the files themselves was difficult. It became clear that physical visits to archives, such as the National Library of Wales and the National Archives, would be essential to yielding greater results. Furthermore, variations in the historical spelling of “Gruffudd” complicated search results across catalogues and databases. Regarding future archival work, on-site consultation of non-digitised material would enable fuller reconstructions and a deeper understanding of the topic at hand. 
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