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	NAME: Nicola Robinson 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236481

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Rape and Serious Sexual Assaults: A look into how police investigation’s of Rape and Serious Sexual Assaults prioritise victims.
 
INTRODUCTION:

I propose to explore this topic because as a Sexual Offences First Responder (SOFR), I have dealt with several cases of Rape and Serious Sexual Assault within my career and I have always had a passion for delivering the best service to victims at their first contact with police when reporting. I have discovered during this time, that my training to date in dealing with these cases at the early stages, has been very minimal and I am aware that SOFR officers are unable to provide adequate support and information for the investigation process to survivors of Rape and Serious Sexual Assault. 

I believe that as first responders to these types of calls, front line officers should be better trained to support and be informative to the people we meet, to ensure a higher rate of victim engagement throughout the investigation with the view to achieve convictions of offenders. I intend to explore the full investigation process, from first initial police attendance, the police investigation, forensic review and the process through court with the CPS. I will also look at whether there is still bias when the police and criminal justice system reviews cases of minority groups such as LBGTQ, men, and Black and Ethic Minority Women. Often, survivors of Rape and Serious Sexual Assault will withdraw their complaint due to various reasons from the length of an investigation, the treatment to victims and their credibility throughout the criminal proceedings, and the lack of support given to survivors. A survey in 2019 by the Victims Commissioner, Dame Vera Baird QC, into the review of how the criminal justice system deals with cases of Rape, showed that 41% of survivors in 2019/2020 had withdrawn their complaint (Victims Commissioner, 2020).

This topic of exploration is prevalent and appropriate for research as not only does it give focus to the work being done, or what else needs to be done, to support survivors throughout a police investigation, but also because it is highlighted as Priority 3 within the South Wales Police & Crime Plan 2023-2027 in tackling Violence Against Women and Children (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales,2024). This is a commitment to all the communities that we all serve as members of South Wales Police. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Objective 1:
To analyse the role of a first responder to Rape and Serious Sexual Assault complaints, and the police investigation.

Objective 2: 
Research into the support available to victims and evaluate how beneficial these are to ensuring victim’s stay on board with the police investigation 

Objective 3:
Voices of victims and their treatment throughout an investigation, including at the stage of court proceedings. Explore the Victims Code and how empowered victims are to request for a review of police and court decisions. 

Objective 4:
Research into the work being done to ensure that all reports of Rape and Serious Sexual Assaults are treated equally and fairly, regardless of gender, sexual orientation and race. Outline the work being done by partner agencies and charity organisations in promoting their work for equal treatment. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There is a lot of research already available relating to the Governments drive to tackle and support Violence Against Women and Children, however there is minimal research done into why many victims/survivors are withdrawing their complaints of such assaults, and specifically what more they require from police in order to stay on board. There are several charities that strive to deliver care to diverse communities whose bias into the investigations are still felt, however it is unclear again what research supports this and why there is a need for such support still in the modern age. I will be utilising the already available published documents as well as exploring topics that do not appear to have much focus on in the public domain. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To achieve best results within my research, I will use both qualitative and quantitative data used from published research such as online publications, Government statistics and research articles. I will also implement interviews with partner agencies and specialised departments within the police to give additional credit to my own research. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
For my research, I intend to approach partner agencies and charity organisations that work alongside survivors of Rape and Serious Sexual Assaults to gather their professional input into victim focus within an investigation. I also intend to speak with experienced police investigators to gather research and information into how the police investigate allegations. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The topic of research presents as sensitive and so I am aware that during my research, I must protect the welfare and rights of any participants. When discussing my key objectives and research into the topic, I will ensure that any participants remain anonymous or understand that they have the right to review what has been written or withdraw at any point throughout my research project. I do not intend to use focus groups of victims/survivors of Serious Sexual Assault and Rape, and therefore should minimise the risk of those involved as I will not be asking individuals to recount their own personal experiences would could cause significant mental harm. 


	TIME SCALE:
My time scale will be based on the timetable provided to me by the university for submission deadlines; therefore I intend to complete my Literature Review by 5th April with research into available literature during this time. I will conduct a plan and research into the methodology of research and have this submitted by 16th June, followed by analysis of data to be submitted before 4th August. My final submission will be made in October. 
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