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Feminist Critique

Challenges to the practice of criticism:

'As soon as the question "What is it?" is posed ... we are already caught up in a masculine interrogation.  I say "masculine interrogation": as we say so-and-so was interrogated by the police.'


(Helene Cixous: 'Castration or decapitation' 1980)

'There's work to be done against ... the pervasive masculine urge to judge, diagnose, digest, name ... not so much in the sense of the loving precision of poetic naming as it that of the repressive censorship of philosophical nomination/ conceptualization.


(ibid.)
Gynocritics

Challenges to the positing of female writing/ identity:

'Most women are like this: they do someone else's -- man's -- writing and in their innocence sustain it and give it voice ... to be signed by a woman's name doesn't necessarily make a piece of writing feminine ...'


(Helene Cixous: 'Castration or decapitation' 1981)

'It is impossible to define a feminine practice of writing ... For this practice can never be theorized enclosed, coded ... which doesn't mean that it doesn't exist. But it will always surpass the discourse that regulates the phallocentric system ...'


(Helene Cixous: 'The Laugh of the Medusa' 1976) 

'[It is] simply a certain structure (for instance the hysteric) which the present market favours.'


(Julia Kristeva: 'Aparti de Polylogue' 1977)

'They must not pretend to rival them by constructing a logic of the feminine ... They must rather try to disentangle this question ... They must therefore not pose it in the form 'What is a woman?' They must through ... interpretation of the way in which the feminine finds itself determined in discourse -- as lack, default, or as mime and inverted reproduction of the subject -- show that ... it is possible to exceed and disturb this logic.'


(Luce Irigaray: 'This sex which is not one' 1977)

Beyond a feminist poetics (?)

'To believe that one is "a women" is almost as absurd and obscurantist as to believe that one is "a man".'


(Julia Kristeva: 'Woman is never that' 1974)

'I favour an understanding of femininity that would have as many feminines as there are women.'


(Julia Kristeva: 'Aparti de Polylogue' 1977)

'"She" is indefinitely other in herself. That is undoubtedly the reason she is called temperamental, incomprehensible ... one must listen to her differently ... For when "she" says something it is already no longer identical with what she means ... If you ask them insistently what they are thinking about, they can only reply: nothing. Everything.'


(Luce Irigaray: 'This sex which is not one 1977)
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