Matthew Simons

The trial of OJ Simpson is an American tragedy of epic proportions. In the summer of 1994, OJ Simpson was accused of the double murder of his ex wife Nicole Brown – Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman. Despite a mountain of physical evidence, an expensive group of lawyers including the famous Rob Kardashian and Johnny Cochrane managed to get a not guilty verdict by highlighting the racist practices of the LAPD. Whether you agree with the verdict or not, there is no denying that it tore America in two and brought even more light to the racist nature of the LAPD.
OJ Simpson was much loved by the black community but some people saw him as a pariah and some even dubbed him an ‘Uncle Tom’ because as soon as OJ became a successful football player and a movie star, he stopped being an active member of the black community and was more interested in playing golf with the higher ups of the LAPD (who some black people were viciously against at the time.) 

I believe it is very important to bring up the whole OJ Simpson case in todays political climate because 20 years on, nothing has really changed. There is still innocent, predominately black people getting gunned down in the streets of America by the very same people who have sworn an oath to protect them. There is a still a massive distrust of police offers by African-Americans and much more sadly, there is still a racial divide between black people and white people. A glass wall. Although the divide may be more subliminal now, it is still there and its evident in just about every facet of American life, be it politics, sports or Hollywood. 





[image: ]The first piece I will be looking at is a painting of OJ Simpson in his American football kit by Ernie Barnes. Although this piece doesn’t look too sinister at first glance, once you start to take a closer look you realise just how shifty his eyes look. There is definitely something going on behind his eyes. In my mind, this alludes to his days of playing Football having something to do with his alleged hand in the double murder. A popular theory is that OJ suffered from CTE (Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy), which affects athletes who suffer severe, and constant head trauma. CTE is a degenerative brain disease which can completely change a persons character and cause them to have severe mood swings and do things that one wouldn’t do without suffering from CTE. 
Ernie Barnes was an African-American artist who was well known for his unique style of elongation and movement. Although this piece of art doesn’t show too much of either, to me its clear to see that ‘The Juice’ is at least slightly elongated in this picture. I think any more elongation would have made this piece almost comical and it would have lost the punch that it has. 

[image: ]This is a still from the smash hit Hollywood film ‘The Naked
Gun” in which OJ Simpson played the good-hearted and loyal cop ‘Nordberg’. Even though OJ was accused of using a knife to commit the double murder, this still of him with a gun still looks very eerie and chilling. The fact that this film is a comedy and not a serious, gritty drama also adds to how chilling the image is it creates a juxtaposition between a very hilarious film and the inner turmoil of a potential murderer. This still also shows how ingrained OJ was in American pop-culture in the 80’s and 90’s, which shows just how much of a massive deal his trial was. 

[image: ] The film was created and directed by David Zucker, who was not only behind The Naked Gun films and Airplane, he was also behind the Scary Movie franchise as well. Zucker pioneered a specific niche of pop-culture during the 90’s with his cinema, which creates a perfect parallel between Zucker’s rise and OJ’s massive fall from grace.


This is a painting by Michael D’Antuono, which shows a black child in a white hoodie handing skittles to a police officer in a KKK hood. The image also shows the stars and stripes flag in the background with the Confederate flag shown to be bursting through the centre. 
This paining references the death of Trayvon Martin, who was killed by George Zimmerman as he went out to buy sweets on the evening of the 26th February 2012. Zimmerman was infamously found not guilty of the murder of Trayvon Martin due to the judges understanding that the 17 year old started the altercation, which ended in his fatal shooting. The piece also shows a member of what appears to be the LAPD dressed in a KKK hood with a gun to the child’s head. This is a not so subtle way of portraying just how racist the artist’s thinks the police are. This piece of art strikes me as quite naïve and very blunt as it doesn’t display the complex nature of the racial divide in America and just strikes me as a battle of good vs. evil, which I do not believe. 
The artist is an American contemporary artist who’s art is centred around socio-political issues, so racial divides plays a key role in his art works. 

[image: ]This work by Tony Rubino shows a hyper realistic portrayal of the mug shot of OJ Simpson after his arrest. The painting is very life like which makes it very chilling. The artist has also managed to capture the dead look in OJ’s eye and his eerie neutral expression. 

Tony Rubino isn’t very well known at all and as far as I can see this is his only piece of work that has received any fame whatsoever. 

[image: ]Part mug-shot, part NFL stock photo, this piece of work shows the duality of OJ’s life. This was painted by Andy Warhol and is much more abstract than the previous works I have listed, a running theme in the art works I have chosen is that OJ’s eyes seem like there is no life behind them but at first glance this piece seems different. But if you take the time to cover OJ’s smile with your thumb, you can see just how lifeless and flat his eyes look. 
Andy Warhol was a very famous pop-culture artist and icon who died in 1987. Warhol has a multitude of famous works such as the colourful pop-art piece of Marylyn Monroe and a colourful pop-art work of art depicting Chairman Mow, who is in the upper echelons of Evil. 

[image: Screen Shot 2018-04-23 at 18.44.05.png]
This is how my gallery will line up. I want people to walk in and immediately see the pop culture icon of OJ and then look down to see that they are walking on a reconstruction of the man’s mug shot. I also want to give the illusion of OJ pointing the gun at a painting of himself, a metaphor for the killing of his career and his humanity. I also want people to see  the image of the Klansman pointing a gun at a black child to realise the ramifications and fallout of the trial. 
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