	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Preparing for higher education.

[bookmark: _Int_4UQ2xKUX][bookmark: _Int_hdq2fUds] With “over 160” (SI-UK 2002) universities within the UK higher education can come in many opportunities; post graduate degrees such as a Bachelor of Science, Arts or Higher National Certificates ranging from subjects such as business management to agriculture. A major difference in higher education in comparison to secondary education is that it is not mandatory; this is evident within the different timescales that students join within; such as mature students which make up 39% of higher education students within the UK (Bolton 2021). Higher education provides a steppingstone for learners to increase their expertise within any given field; for some learners' secondary education may provide enough knowledge and qualification to go into their chosen field, this is evident as not every learner goes from secondary education such as a sixth form within school or college. A positive statistic which shows the draw that Uk institutes of higher learning have is the percentage of learner that do not come from the United Kingdom as “15.8% of undergraduate students and 40.5% of postgraduate students at UUK member institutions were from outside the UK” (Castell/Wake 2021). Higher education also allows students to gain a better understanding of background reading as many UK institutions have several reading lists which advise students to read within their free time to help develop their understanding of their specific course. A main difference between secondary and higher learning is the pace and agility required to maintain upkeep with the workload and is defined as “having the ability to learn from experience and apply that knowledge to perform successfully in new situations.” (Batcheler 2016)  [image: ]

My Youtube video – How I become a team player(uni work)
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Borton's reflective tool
I will be using the Borton reflection tool within this part of the assessment- it requires a 3-step approach for allowing learners to understand a path on how to improve when tackling similar skills in the future. Firstly; I will understand the “what" or the experience, in this case it will tackle starting university coming to grips with technology and doing my first assignment. Firstly, when I was assessing what course, I wanted to pursue in university, an improvement I could have made was looking at the pre-entry reading lists as it allows me to gain more knowledge in my chosen field. Reading lists are defined as “Reading Lists are set up by your tutors to guide you to good quality, relevant and useful materials to help you with your studies. “(University of Salford Manchester 2022) and would've allowed me to understand concepts and terminology within my course more efficiently. The use of technology on the other hand I felt I was capable of, yet I needed more experience within areas such as excel and teams. Tackling my first university essay however was a challenge as I previously studied geography at university and was used to more analytic forms of writing yet within this course takes a more literal view which I feel suits me more.                                            Finally now onto the “so what and “now what” part of the tool. Personally, within the future I will look to further my knowledge by exploring the university's further reading list to allow me to understand key concepts better and this should translate into a better understanding of police legislation, case law and codes of conduct. On the other hand, the use of technology within university I personally feel will improve with experience and with the use of programs such as excel I feel that the only way, I will improve is by directly using them within my work, so it allows me to handle it more efficiently.   
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