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	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir
“Disability and the Celtic fairy faith:  A Critical Examination of illness and disability in Celtic fairy narratives from 1700 to the present day”


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

During this process, I aim to use twentieth and twenty-first century literary disability theory to read fairy narratives from 1700 to the present day and to suggest that readings based on disability theory can offer fresh insights into such texts; to establish Celtic fairy narratives as a potential area of investigation for disability studies; to identify and challenge ablest tropes that arise from these; and to consider whether the relationship between the fairies and disability in these texts can tell us anything in a wider sense about Celticity and Celtic identities.
In doing so, I expect to:
· Set out how disability theory defines disability, and briefly discuss the background to it as a movement, and as a critical way of reading/examining texts.

· Identify and critique the common tropes and character types pertaining to disability in Celtic fairy narratives from 1700 to the present day, and seek to put these into historical context (focussing on texts including, but not limited to, Sir Walter Scott's Peveril of the Peak, Yeats' The Celtic Twilight, and Arthur Machen's Novel of the Black Seal, and comparing their portrayal of disability to those found in examples of fairy narratives from modern, twenty-first century literature and popular culture such as The Song of the Sea, Del Toro's Pan's Labyrinth, the Willow franchise, and the 2018 TV Series Requiem), noting if and how disability representation changes over time in relation to the fairies.

· Discuss the different levels at which these tropes and character types may be read through the lens of critical disability theory, including the effect they have on their narratives on literal and figurative levels. 

· Discuss how representations of disability through an imaginative construct such as the fairies, can reflect and reinforce the social and cultural attitudes towards disability and identity in the times and contexts in which these texts were written.

· Discuss how genre fiction in particular can be (as Ria Cheyne puts it) "particularly suited to the exploration of how disability is conventionally narrativized, and enables the creation of representations which act as a powerful catalyst for readerly reflection" (p2), and note the relevance of genre fiction in modern portrayals of the fairies and disability in literature, film and other media. 

· Highlight where these representations may intersect with other branches of critical theory (including sex, race, gender, queer, ecocriticism, post colonialism). 

· Suggest whether the relationship between the fairies and disability in these texts can tell us anything in a wider sense about Celticity and Celtic identities (and note the fluid nature of both disabled and Celtic identities) in these texts.

· Strive to (as Alice Hall has in Literature and Disability); "bring together various voices from disability studies that speak with, rather than for, disabled communities and help to both demonstrate and complicate some of the ways in which disability approaches can reconfigure understandings of literary history [in this case fairy narratives] and shift modes of reading in the present" throughout. (Hall, Literature and Disability p.160-161)

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
“Are you a witch or are you a fairy, or are you the wife of Michael Cleary?”

(Childrens’ nursery rhyme)
“After a decade of working in disability studies, I still find myself surprised by the presence of disability in narratives I had never considered to be ‘about’ disability” (Michael Bérubé, Disability and Literature p. 568)
There is a long tradition where disability appears as a recurring theme in the literature, history, and folklore concerning the fairies; be it the mental and physical effects of encounters with them, descriptions of their own physicalities and behaviours, or tropes such as (to use Michael Bérubé's phrase) the “rendering of disability as exceptionality”; the way in which certain conditions are associated with enhanced abilities or superhuman qualities either possessed by the fairies themselves, or those with the "second sight" necessary to see, communicate with, or receive gifts from them (such as the blind O'Carolan—the celebrated last bard of Ireland—whom W.B. Yeats describes falling asleep on a fairy mound and coming into his poetic gifts as a result).  During the Celtic revivals period the relationship between fairies and disability and the reinforcement of such tropes appears in literary sources such as Walter Scott’s Waverley series (with his portrayal of characters such as Fenella in Peveril of the Peak), W.B. Yeats’ descriptions of people being irreversibly impaired after being “stroked” by the Fairy Queen in The Celtic Twilight, Arthur Machen’s chilling literary depiction of the Tylwyth Teg and the physical and mental transmutations that occur in people who encounter them in his Novel of the Black Seal, as well as legal cases, such as the one concerning Bridget Cleary; a young, Irish woman who was murdered by her husband in 1895 when she became ill and was thought to have been stolen and substituted for a fairy changeling.   In A History of Magic and Witchcraft in Wales (2008), Richard Suggett argues that 
"Fairies, ghosts and other spirits were imaginative constructs [...] symbolic constructions [...who…] were representations of an accessible experience [and]  objectified so that they appeared as external to the person." (p. 142).  
Twenty-first century portrayals of the fairies have largely shifted away from them being the "good neighbours" that were believed to be a real, and often threatening presence, towards them being fantastical figures whose depiction is largely contingent on the genre in which they are situated.   However, when modern stories involving the fairies are examined, it is noticeable that whilst depictions of them may vary across genre, disability remains a continuing theme, reflecting how, as Stuart Murray (Series editor of Representations: Health, Disability, Culture and Society) comments in his Foreword to Disability Literature, Genre:  Representation and Affect in Contemporary Fiction (2019);

"Public interest in questions of health and disability has never been stronger, and as a consequence cultural forms across a range of media currently produce a never-ending stream of narratives and images that both reflect this interest and generate its forms" 
Through reviewing literary, historical, and folkloric sources pertaining to the fairies from 1700 to the present day and critically examining them in the light of twentieth and twenty-first century disability theory, I hope to offer fresh insights into these narratives, establish that Celtic fairy narratives can be used as a potential area of investigation into disability studies, and to suggest more widely what can be inferred about the relationship between the fairies as “symbolic constructions” representative of experience in relation to disability, and the presentation of Celticity and Celtic identities in these texts.
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