Vergil Eclogue Critical Commentary
This piece of writing seems to be a conversation of some sort between two different people, Tityrus and Meliboeus, with each having a different situation, almost opposites. At the start of the whole passage, we are given information about the predicament that Meliboeus is in, telling us of his exile from the country while talking to Tityrus, saying “We are outcasts from our country; you, Tityrus, at ease beneath the shade, teach the woods to re-echo ‘fair Amaryllis.’”, the last part of this also feeling like a small jab at Tityrus, suggesting that their relationship is troubled. Tityrus is a man who had bought his way out of slavery, normally speaking of gods and how they were able to answer his pleas and let him remain on his land. Meliboeus through the passage seems to be a bit resentful towards Tityrus this is through uses of not only himself pondering over his now lost land but also over Tityrus and his land, and he seems to blame Tityrus over his own misfortune, “Tityrus was gone from home. The very pines, Tityrus, the very springs, the very orchards here were calling for you!”, it seems here that he blames Tityrus for losing his livelihood, saying that he “was gone from home”. But also, throughout the whole text, we are reminded of Tityrus and his situation before this, we are reminded of how Tityrus was a slave, and how he had bought his way out of freedom, but the things Tityrus talks about when it comes to his slavery is also related to the theme of blame, both seem to blame others when it comes to their misfortune. With Tityrus, he says “Though many a victim left my stalls, and many a rich cheese was pressed for the thankless town, never would my hand come home money-laden.”, Tityrus blames the public for his misfortune back when he was a slave, blaming them for underpaying him over the cheese he would sell, this isn’t the only thing that he blames. “I must confess – while Galatea ruled me, I had neither hope of freedom nor thought of savings.”, Galatea in this context seems to be his partner though the name is also related to Greek Mythology as well. He tends to put the full blame on someone else, and even after this person is gone, he puts that blame on someone else, this being the public. But he talks about leaving his misfortune after these things had left him, and also talks of someone called “Amaryllis” saying “After Amaryllis began her sway”, suggesting that a woman had swayed to him, sway in this context could mean multiple things, such as fall in love or being in control. He also talks about a God before this being a part of his peace and success in response to Meliboeus and his spiteful words towards him, saying “O Meliboeus, it is a god who gave us this peace”, the tone of this feeling very condescending, almost as if he is talking down to Meliboeus. 
What we also see are the strangeness that is each character’s freedom, before Tityrus talks about Amaryllis and Galatea, he talks about visiting Rome, this is where Meliboeus asks, “And what was the great occasion of your seeing Rome?” where Tityrus replies “Freedom”, to Tityrus coming to Rome had brought him his freedom, though this came quite late in his life as he says “Freedom, who, though late, yet cast her eyes upon me in my sloth, when my beard began to whiten as it fell beneath the scissors.” We also see Meliboeus wishing the worst on Tityrus while also basically asking himself ‘why me and not him’ while talking about the misfortunes that did not occur to Tityrus, saying “Still, no strange herbage shall try your breeding ewes, no baneful infection from a neighbour’s flock shall harm them. Happy old man!” suggesting his jealousy over the success of Tityrus. At the last part of this passage shows Meliboeus’ bitterness and anger, talking about how he will miss the years where he worked on his land, where he lived and prospered on his land. He talks about all the things that he would miss from his land “Away my goats! Away, once happy flock! No more, stretched in some mossy grot, shall I watch you in the distance hanging from a bushy crag.”, this not only suggests his sadness and anger but also suggests how the two used to be, almost like he is looking back at a lost friendship.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, with the theme of the whole extract, I think the theme is around anger and bitterness, kind of jealousy, we see each character express their anger in a couple of ways, both blame someone for their misfortune yet each treat it differently, with Meliboeus he wishes misfortune on others, he keeps that bitterness and sourness with him and cultivates it, allowing for his imagination to run wild as he wishes the worst on those that he blames, this is a sharp contrast to Tityrus who instead of blaming someone further, he looks toward his own gods, allowing for all of the good that happens to be credited towards them. We also see through the extract their thoughts and feeling over each other, with a suggested friendship between them that had been destroyed over their anger, more specifically over Meliboeus’ anger.
