What is a magistrate?
(Service, 2015) Says that a magistrate is “people who volunteer in cases in courts within their community, they can be in cases for criminal court, family court or both.” 
A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom
[bookmark: _Int_s331qoAk][bookmark: _Int_oejKauym][bookmark: _Int_XmRd9N4b](Service, 2015) Magistrates are responsible for handling the majority of criminal cases in the Uk. (Criminal 2022) says that they handle 95% of all criminal cases, despite this magistrate have a lot of challenges. The recruitment process is the main challenge for magistracy in the United Kingdom. (Easton, 2019) says that there has been a decline in the number of magistrates, which has now put more pressure on other magistrates to handle even more cases. The main reason for the decline is that modern life has become more demanding, and this makes it a challenge for those who do not have enough time to be able to volunteer. Another problem is the age profile of magistrates, most magistrates are older people who are near the retiring age meaning that there is a demand for young magistrates. Diversity is another problem within the Uk for magistrates. (Crayford, 2020) claims that there have been efforts to improve diversity within the magistracy role, but it still remains as a homogeneous group. The main issue is (Crayford, 2020) “ethnicity, age and social background” and these play a significant role in the impact on the legitimacy and fairness of the justice system. In conclusion magistrates have a vital role in the administration of justice. They still have a number of obstacles to overcome, and by doing so, the magistracy will be more effective and representative of the communities it serves.
What are their main responsibilities?
(Magistrates 2022) says that in the UK, magistrates' primary duties are to preside over criminal and civil cases and to administer justice in their local communities. They oversee conducting preliminary hearings for more serious crimes as well as hearing and passing on judicially cases in the criminal courts, including those involving minor offences. In addition, they have the authority to impose sentences that fall within the bounds of the law, issue warrants for searches and arrests, and grant or deny bail. Additionally, magistrates have the authority to hear and decide civil court cases like tenant-landlord disputes and small claims cases. Overall, magistrates are essential to upholding the law and guaranteeing that justice is administered in their local communities in a fair and impartial manner.
Thesis
(Sanderson, 2015) mentions that in the United Kingdom magistrates have a crucial role in the administration of justice in their local communities, even though they play a crucial role they still face a lot of difficulties, including the related facts to diversity, workload, training, and recruitment. To maintain the magistracy's effectiveness and representation of the communities it serves; it is crucial to address these issues. This thesis will examine the function of magistrates in the UK legal system, the difficulties they encounter, and the steps that can be taken to improve the magistrature.
Court closures
There have been many courts closed across the United Kingdom in the last ten years. (Day, 2019) “Numerous local communities, especially those in rural areas, now have less access to justice as result of these closures” (Court closures, 2022) “Because of budget cuts and the restructuring of the justice system, many closures have occurred” There is concerns about the access to justice have resulted from this, especially in rural and remote areas where people might have to travel far to attend court. Additionally, the closures have put more strain on the remaining courts, resulting in longer wait times and more work for the magistrates. Supporters of the closures counter that they have improved the justice system's efficiency and cost-effectiveness by modernising it. In general, there have been strong opinions on both sides regarding the impact of magistrates' court closures on access to justice and the efficiency of the legal system.
Characteristics
[bookmark: _Int_3JWdSy1K](Statutory framework for the Early Years foundation stage, 2013) says “There are several qualities that UK magistrates have that make them efficient at dispensing justice. These traits do, however, also have advantages and drawbacks of their own.” The diversity of magistrates, who come from a variety of backgrounds and professions and can thus bring a variety of perspectives to the legal process, is one of their advantages. The ability to reflect the values and attitudes of the communities they serve in their decisions is another benefit of their local knowledge and understanding of those communities. However, magistrates have some drawbacks, such as a lack of legal expertise due to the fact that they are not required to hold formal legal degrees and a heavy workload that can cause fatigue and poor decision-making.
Advantages and disadvantages 
(Ali, 2022) The ability of magistrates to bring a perspective from the community to the legal system is one potential benefit. They might be more familiar with the needs and issues of the community because they may be locals themselves. Additionally, magistrates can aid in clearing the court system's backlog of cases, making the legal process more effective. However, given that they may be chosen or elected by elected officials, magistrates could have the disadvantage of being more susceptible to political pressure. This might result in choices that are influenced more by political factors than by just legal ones. Overall, the benefits and drawbacks of magistrates depend on a variety of variables, including the district, the duties of the magistrate, and the person performing those duties.
Reform
(Donoghue, 2014) The effectiveness of magistrates in the legal system can be increased by reforming them, which can help address some of the potential drawbacks. For magistrates to have the skills and knowledge necessary to make wise decisions, one potential reform is to give them more training and education. Expanding the power of magistrates to hear a wider range of cases is another potential reform that might help clear the court system's backlog of cases. Furthermore, it might be possible to prevent political considerations from impacting magistrate's decisions by establishing clearer rules for the selection or election of magistrates and putting policies in place to guarantee their impartiality. Overall, improving access to justice for all can be accomplished by reforming magistrates to ensure that they can manage cases in the legal system fairly and successfully.
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Int_Slj0BakY]In the United Kingdom, magistrates play a crucial role in the administration of justice in local communities. Despite their significance, magistrates face several difficulties, including access to justice, diversity, workload, and recruitment. There are fewer magistrates being hired now, which increases the pressure on those who are already magistrates to handle more cases. The magistracy also needs to become more diverse because it still consists of a homogenous group of people. Concerns about access to justice, particularly in rural areas, have been raised because of the closure of numerous courts throughout the UK. However, a lack of legal expertise and a heavy workload can also pose problems, but local knowledge and understanding of the communities that magistrates serve can offer valuable perspectives to the legal process. Increased training, education, and authority for magistrates could help address these issues and improve the effectiveness and representation of the communities it serves.
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