METHODOLOGY

Considering the question of whether police officers should leave their initial training authorised to use Taser, or not, a collection and analysis of data is necessary as the researcher found that much existed in terms of the arguments for or against the use of Taser as a device generally – but found very little indeed from the perspective of the practitioner and indeed almost nothing in terms of when the best time was to deliver training in such use. 
It was the absence of that doctrine that was the driver to deliver such research – and further that it should be secured primarily through occupational, evidenced-based research.

Research Design
Having already discussed both primary and secondary research methods, the researcher is reminded by Church (2002) that Secondary Research is ‘the collection of data previously collected and published,’ whereas Driscoll (2011) clarifies that Primary Research is that collected ‘first-hand’ by a researcher who is then better equipped to present work around the matter at hand - because primary data allows specific research of a specific subject for answers, via a specific approach.
The Cambridge Dictionary (2024) defines research as ‘the systematic and creative collection of data that increases knowledge.’ Hassan (2024) offered further guidance on some eight differing types of research methodology, with the researcher deciding on a Mixed-methods Research Methodology that would incorporate the Quantitative, Qualitative and Survey Research methodologies, which were considered the most appropriate to achieve the required objectives of the study.
Other methods were considered, firstly Case Study Methodology which was dismissed as it typically engages with the study of a single or small number of cases and is perhaps best suited when greater understanding of a person or type of person is required. 
Action Research Methodology, although exhibiting similarities to the preferred methodologies, was also dismissed as they are usually found in other specialised areas such as social work. Similarities exist with Grounded Theory Research too, which was also dismissed as generates theories and not the specific outcomes preferred by the researcher.
Finally, Experimental Research Methodology, would have been a contender if the question was to look at the issues of Taser and then consider its removal – but it too was set aside.
Consequently, Troy (2021) offered that Quantitative Research related to numerical forms of data, frequently used where information had to be gathered from larger groups, while Bisht (2024) suggested Qualitative Research realised a deeper understanding, with perhaps a higher quality of research realised.
Additionally, McCombes (2022) offered the addition of Survey-based Research as the choice where the pursuit of experiential ‘characteristics, preferences, opinions, or beliefs of a group of people’ was sought.
That said, Gaille (2019) offered advice on the benefits and challenges of quantitative research methodology which collected and analysed data quickly and remotely from larger numbers, in a randomised and anonymous manner, that provided a reliable product that identified themes or issues quickly.
Alternatively, it was offered as one-off method of data extraction without the option of clarification. Also, the risk that results were indicative of a group and not always the public at large, giving an ‘unnatural environment’  
Gaille (2017) also offered opinion on qualitive data where greater, perhaps even predictable detail (usually the better for their experience or emotional involvement) was found, which in itself could be adapted relative to quantitative research results and which although structured, was also fluid and added depth to statistical data as well as what was referred to as ‘industry-specific insights’ plus explanations to some dataset quirks.
Conversely, it was clearly highly subjective, time consuming, is harder to assess independently and, in isolation, troublesome to display. It was also suggested as prone to bias and is why researchers themselves should have experience of the subject matter to interpret findings without that bias. 
For continuity, it seemed appropriate to again offer Gaille (2020) opinion on survey data - anonymous, inexpensive, quick and practical with many responding at the same time but where the researcher could control volume and easily compare and analyse results. 
On the flip side, there was the risk of less than truthful answers as respondents hide away from their own personalities, others choose to avoid some or all answers, people’s understanding of question context cannot be guaranteed or emotions was often missing which results in some responses being difficult to recognise or correlate – again because of a bias or pre-formed opinion that ought to be carefully managed. The dreaded ‘survey fatigue’ is also apparent to the researcher having appealed for assistance.

The Method of Data Collection and Ethical Considerations
As a result of the above, the researcher will adopt quantitative research by way of a questionnaire/survey to all officers within the same general geographical policing area as the researcher, regardless of rank. That survey also manages all potential ethical considerations over matter such as senior officer approval in the first instance, before an invitation at the very start of the survey that specifically addresses all concerns over true and informed consent, confidentiality and anonymity. The area is considered manageable in terms of the aims of the research, but is also arguably large enough to be reflective of the wider policing population as a whole. 
Each participant is then invited to complete a some of eighteen questions, some initially on purely demographic content, before subject-specific questions that also invite written responses to reinforce the quantitative element. 
Additionally, the researcher has also sought the engagement of a small number of experts – one a retired police officer now employed by Taser to add additional qualitative value to the research and to deliver the true, mixed methodology sought from the outset, by way of the completion of a semi-structured questionnaire that realises that extra detail – all with the same ethical considerations managed.

The Method of Data Analysis
Harvesting the research data, the intention would then be to inspect and then interpret the data in its most informative manner. The intention is to investigate the content, identify themes and challenges before offering conclusions and recommendations based on the findings. Microsoft Forms will be used to assist in the presentation and visualisation of quantitative data.
The qualitative analysis of data from expert interviews/questionnaires will then be the ‘value-added’ after the initial content analysis is completed, to address any identified themes and to convert all evidence-based practitioner research into a presentable and informative narrative for the ultimate reader. 
It is hoped that this completed work will make the question of that specific, specialist training to be better understood – to further inform decision-makers of the future.
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