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Video Script – ECAD6001

Overview

My names Hannah Carpenter and my student number is 1600225 and this presentation is intended for the ECAD6001 module: The principles of practice and progress. 

Introduction

Hello. My name is Miss Carpenter and I am a foundation phase class teacher here at Woodland Primary School. 

Firstly, I’d like to welcome you all to our meeting this afternoon. This is our first meeting back since our recent Estyn inspection that took place in October. In light of the recent inspection, I would like to propose a new intervention programme to you. I would like to explain to you the reasons behind the proposed intervention programme and how it will help support learners here at Woodland Primary School. I will take all questions and queries at the end of this meeting. 

At the beginning of the academic year, 6 new pupils transitioned into my Year 1 classroom. These pupils had been identified as living in a disadvantaged area of the town of Llanelli. It was highlighted in the recent Estyn inspection report that these particular group of pupils were struggling with the skill of reading. As a result, I would like to embed a reading intervention programme for this particular group of learners in order for them to overcome difficulties with the skill of reading.  

The intervention programme that I will propose to you, will be in line with the Welsh Government’s priorities for Wales. The Welsh Government have highlighted that they want to prioritise, improving the literacy skills of learners who live in disadvantaged circumstances. This clearly emphasises the importance of why this proposed intervention programme should take place within our primary school. As well as this, according to Estyn high quality intervention programmes that support disadvantaged learners’ literacy skills are regarded as highly important within the primary school learning environment. 

What? 

So, what is the proposed intervention programme for these learners? 

The intervention programme that I propose is called Reading Recovery. The intervention programme will help to improve the reading skills of the children living in poverty. The programme will help to improve the children’s reading skills by allowing them to read a wide variety of books and stories. As well as this, the programme will also help to improve the children’s phonological awareness which is an imperative tool that children need in order to read well.

According to the Welsh Government, Reading Recovery is a highly effective intervention programme for learners, especially for those struggling or who are behind their peers with regards to their reading skills. Of the 21,038 learners who received the Reading Recovery programme, 79% of all learners had caught up with their class mates. As well as this, not only do learners catch up with their peers but they also continue to make steady progress after the intervention programme has finished. With many children gaining six months of reading age within that six-month period. 

But, what is the purpose of the intervention?

For many children living in poverty they are unable to access basic materials. Around 25% of parents are unable to afford basic materials for their children. These materials include reading resources such as books, stories and magazines. Therefore, a reading intervention programme such as Reading Recovery will provide the children with the opportunity to develop their reading skills through different reading materials and as a result they will not be disadvantaged by poverty.  

When? 

When will the intervention take place? 

The intervention programme will take place during the school day. The children will be taken out for 30 minutes every day for one to one sessions with a Reading Recovery teacher. Although it is not ideal that the children are taken away from the classroom environment for this length of time, it is imperative that they learn basic life skills such as reading. This is because if a child is unable to read at a young age then they will not be able to achieve their full potential within further education or the world of work. Therefore, for children living in poverty, reading skills can help them become “ambitious, capable learners” of the world. According to the literacy trust if we do not act now we at risk of leaving 1.5 million children behind with their reading skills by 2025. This therefore shows the impact that an intervention programme such as reading recovery can have on a child’s learning. 

Where? 

Where will the intervention take place? 

The intervention programme will take place in the school library. The intervention will take place here as it will allow the children to be immersed by a wide variety of reading materials and as a result this should encourage the children to ‘want’ to read. Research suggests that children often learn best away from the classroom environment. Therefore, I believe the school library will be the best place for this intervention programme to take place. 

Why?  

Why should this intervention take place? 

One of the main reasons that the ‘Reading Recovery’ programme should take place, is that it ensures that all children are having the ‘right’ to an education, that fully supports their learning needs. This is stressed within Article 28 of the UN convention of the rights of the child. If a child is not able to read well, then they are not gaining the access to an education that fully supports their learning needs. As a result, the Reading Recovery programme ensures that no child within Woodland Primary School is left behind in their ability to read just because of their background. 

As well as this, the reading recovery intervention can help to promote the children’s well-being. According to the Welsh Government, if a child is unable to read at a young age, then this is likely to have an impact on their self-esteem and confidence and as a result this can have an impact on them for the rest of their life. Therefore, if a child is able to read at a young age, then their overall well-being and mental health is likely to be of a higher standard and as a result they are more likely to tackle the issue of poverty and other issues that surround them within the modern world when they grow up. 

The ‘Reading Recovery’ intervention programme will also help to develop the children’s growth mind-sets. Research states that a growth mind-set is one of the key tools children need in order to succeed within the primary school. Therefore, by embedding the intervention programme into our school, these learners will develop a growth mind-set which can then be used to help improve other aspects of their learning journey. 

Furthermore, the intervention will also encourage the children to be heard. Reading is an essential tool that helps all children develop their writing and oracy skills. Therefore, by being able to read the children will be able to improve other areas of their work within literacy and voice their own opinions. 

In order to encourage ‘Pupil Voice’ within the reading recovery sessions the children will be provided with the opportunity to choose their own book to read. They will be given this opportunity once a week whilst they are on the course. This is important as all children have the right to be heard, regardless if they are at home or within the school environment. 

In addition to this, being able to read as an essential tool for all individuals. This is because being able to read can help an individual enter the real world. Without this essential life skill, many children may find it difficult to find a good job in the future. Therefore, acting early with the reading recovery programme can help stop these limitations for our learners and it will help them succeed far beyond the primary school.  According to Kirsty Williams the Cabinet Secretary for Education, our nation needs well-rounded individuals who have a strong grasp of literacy skills. 

How? 

How will the children be assessed? 

Throughout the intervention the children will be closely monitored by the reading recovery teacher. The teacher will do this by using reading records, spreadsheets and by having parent / teacher meetings whilst the intervention is taking place. By doing each of these aspects the children will be closely monitored throughout the intervention process. 

It is important that all members of the team work closely together. As a result, reading records and parent, teacher meetings will be imperative to a child’s success. This is because if all of these individuals work together, the child is more likely to achieve the expected outcome at the end of the intervention programme. 

If a child is not making the required progress within the intervention programme then the ‘Team Around the Family’ can help support the learners. This is because the service can put into place additional support to help the child with their reading skills. 

It is also important that every child is rewarded for their efforts whilst they are engaging within the reading recovery programme. This is because all children should be recognised for their hard work. As each child learns at their own pace, recognition will be awarded for the progress in which they make regardless of how big it actually is. One of the reward strategies the children will be given is a visit to Llanelli library.  This visit will not only reward the children for their hard efforts but it will once again immerse them within the written language. 

How much will the intervention programme cost? 

Compared to other reading interventions, Reading Recovery is a highly intensive course for learners and as a result it does not come at a cheap cost. In order for this intervention programme to run within the school a member of staff will need to be trained as a reading recovery teacher. This will cost the school between £1200 and £1400 pounds. However, the pupil deprivation grant can help to support these disadvantaged learners within the school. The Welsh Government states that this grant can be used to help learners falling behind in literacy in order to help them reach their full potential. 

In addition to this, it has been identified that Llanelli is the most deprived area of Carmarthenshire, therefore the initial training costs will help to support other learners who may be in the same situation as these learners in the future. This therefore shows that no matter how expensive the programme is, just think about the costs of not doing it at all. As current statistics shows that 200,000 children currently live in poverty across Wales. 

How will the intervention programme go ahead?

The intervention programme can only go ahead if all members of the school are willing to implement the intervention into the foundation phase. I can only stress the importance of this reading intervention on disadvantaged learners because without basic life skills such as reading they will not be able to flourish in the world around them. 

End

Thank you for taking the time to attend this meeting.  This is your opportunity to ask me any questions.  

Hi Miss Carpenter I have a question. My question is how confident are you that this intervention will succeed within our primary school?

I am confident that this intervention programme will benefit our learners due to the support that it has received by the Welsh Government however our stakeholders will need to fully participate and take ownership to ensure this programme is a success. 

Are there any further questions?

As there are no further questions I would like to thank you for your full engagement within this meeting. I have prepared a full intervention pack for you on the table, in order for you to take away. Within the pack there is a date for our next meeting.  

Thank you once again for your co-operation today. 
Word Count: 1969 
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