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			(Floor plan of Tintern Abbey, as found in module handbook)
	

Tintern Abbey is a Cistercian monastery that was founded on the 9th of May, 1131. It was the second Cistercian foundation in Britain and first in Wales. The first Cistercian monastery was founded by William Giffard in Waverley, Surrey.[footnoteRef:1] Tintern Abbey is located on the west bank of the River Wye, right on the border of Wales and England. In this floor plan you can see which parts were a part of the original monastery at it’s founding and when other parts had been added throughout the abbey’s history. Tintern Abbey was founded by Walter de Clare[footnoteRef:2], first cousin to William Giffard, who invited monks from abbey of l’Aumône in France. The original twelfth century monastery only consisted of a few timber buildings; the rest of the abbey would be built over the course of the next few centuries with a majority of the gothic church that the abbey is known for was built over the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.  [1:  House of Cistercian monks: Abbey of Waverley', in A History of the County of Surrey: Volume 2, ed. H E Malden (London, 1967), British History Online https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/surrey/vol2/pp77-89 [accessed 19 October 2025]]  [2:  David M Robinson and Cadw (Organization : Great Britain), Tintern Abbey (Cardiff: Cadw, 2012).] 

	One of the aspects of the construction of the abbey that is different compared to most is the fact that the cloister faces north as opposed to south as was typical of most monasteries. Cistercian monasteries would typically build their cloisters to the south in order to maximize sunlight and warmth throughout the day as many of them would work within the passageways to make the area comfortable and visible enough to work.[footnoteRef:3] The purpose for this is likely its geographical location. Where the abbey was situated left only a small amount of flat land next to the River Wye therefor, in order to build a nave of that size while continuing to build on the existing abbey would mean that they would have to continue building towards the north rather than the south. [3:  John Bilson, ‘The Architecture of the Cistercians, with Special Reference to Some of Their Earlier Churches in England’, Archaeological Journal, 66.1 (1909), 185–280 <https://doi.org/10.1080/00665983.1909.10853115>.] 

	The original buildings from 1131 have not much left. What the original monks of the monastery had been staying in was a collection of wooden buildings. The first stone walls had not been erected until the middle of the 12th century. The original walls were incorporated into later buildings and around the cloister. The original church was much smaller and had been slightly more to the north of the later church. A majority of the abbey had been rebuilt in the 13th century and construction would continue all the way until the beginning of the dissolution of the monasteries in 1536. It is shown in the floor plan above that all that the original abbey really consisted of that remains was the monks’ day room and the latrine with other parts being used to build up other areas that would be constructed in later centuries. Phase two is shown to take place from 1232-1245. Phase two, as shown in the floor plan, sees the addition of a lay brothers’ dormitory, parts of the cellar and outer parlour, the chapter house, a warming house, and the early abbot’s residence which would later be converted into private apartments. The kitchen as well as a passage and parlour would be built during this time as well. This phase was the first major construction period for this new abbey. On the floor plan it does not show that much happened during phase 3 of additions, nor when these additions took place. All that it shows that was added was a lay brothers’ refectory adjacent to the dormitory that had been completed during phase two. 
	Phase four of the abbey would see the construction of an infirmary as well as a significant portion of the east walls surrounding the abbey. These parts of the abbey were being constructed around the same time as the beginnings of the gothic church where the west wall still stands today and dominates over the landscape. The next phase of the church would see the construction of the cloister as well as an infirmary cloister. The cloister was a vital part of any monastery that would connect the church with other important parts of the abbey, such as the dormitory, with covered passageways.
	The largest phases of the church, specifically the large gothic church, was built over the course of the late 13th and 14th centuries. This was majorly due to a large increase in the monastic community, this can likely be attributed to increase in the Cistercian order overall, and an increase in the number of Cistercian monastic houses, such as Strata Florida. There was also the increase in daughter houses to both places like Tintern Abbey and Whitland. Tintern had also been founded by monks directly from Citeaux and Clairvaux, two monastic houses that were extremely influential within the Cistercian order. The chapel, monks’ choir, south transept, and much of the church was built during phase one of the church. The nave was built during phase two, with phase three seeing the construction of the north transept and the rest of the chapel. Phase two and phase three do not have clear separate dates, both are shown to take place from 1288-1301. While a bulk of the abbey had been completed throughout the 12th and 13th centuries, additions and construction continued throughout the 14th and 15th centuries with some even continuing throughout the reign of Henry VII, however the church would be handed over to the crown during the dissolution quite early on in 1536.
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