	
	
	



Parliamentary Sovereignty

Parliamentary sovereignty is what makes parliament the supreme legal authority and gives it the right to create laws, adjust laws and abolish them all together, it is seen as one of the most important parts of the UK constitution, it is sometimes also called parliamentary supremacy. In this assignment, I will discuss how much the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is critical to the UK constitution.
This way of doing things can be very beneficial, one advantage is that the people in charge of parliament is decided by the public, it is decide through an election that is held every 5 years, often called a general election, this is good because the people who create the legislation are voted in by the people that the legislation will affect the most, I believe this is beneficial as it allows for people to vote for who they wish to have in charge in the fairest way possible, it is important to note that there are requirements for who can and cannot vote in the United Kingdom, for example, you must be at least 16 years old to vote in Wales, this differs across the UK as in England the minimum age to vote is 2 years higher at 18. You must also be a British citizen to vote, prisoners are not permitted to vote and finally people who lack the mental capacity also cannot vote. Some other factors of the vote are that the house of Lords and the monarchy do not vote either.
A constitution is the rules and regulations that a country follows, in the UK, the multiple statutes, conventions and judicial decisions govern how the UK operates, this is called the British constitution. The UK constitution is unwritten, this means that it is not held within just one document, it is made up of multiple sources, these sources consist of statute law, common law, conventions and works of authority. Another principle of the UK constitution is “rule of law” this is the fact that all law applies to all people, even those who created it. Furthermore, the monarchy is a part of the UK constitution, however they do not hold any power over the government and tend to not get involved very often.
Parliament is the supreme law-making body, the making and decisions on all law goes through the house of commons and the house of lords, this process is split into stages and can take a very long time, firstly either house will initiate the making of a bill (law), the bill is then sent through a 7 step process on its way to being an official act of parliament, the first stage is called the first reading, this is where the bill name is introduced and read in the chamber, there is then a second reading which includes a debate on the purpose and key elements of the bill, they discuss any concerns and suggest changes where they see fit, next is the committee stage, at this point members work through the whole bill and a vote may take place to decide whether to make changes. After that is the report stage, this includes examining the bill further once again while more amendments are debated, once that stage is completed there is a third reading, this is where they close any loopholes and have a final chance to make any amendments, next, there is a consideration of amendments, this is where the bill must be agreed upon by the lords and commons in full, if any house has made changes that are not agreed, the bill may be passed back and forth multiple times until they reach an agreement on the bill, this is referred to as “ping pong”. Lastly is royal assent, this occurs when the bill is final and it has been agreed that it Is finished, the monarch then approves the final draft of the bill, and it becomes an official law or act of parliament.
Under the UK constitution, parliament is not permitted to bind a future parliament to any decision, the result of past votes can be undone by a fresh vote. This indicates that parliament cannot make a law that would prevent a future parliament from changing or erasing the chosen law, the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty means that parliament has the right to make and cancel any law, no person or body is recognized by the law as having the power to bypass the legislation of parliament. Therefore, the binding of future and past parliaments is not possible in the United Kingdom.
There are also many disadvantages of parliamentary  sovereignty, for example, it is clear to see from the publics perspective that the government has never been so uncertain and unstable, one statistic that supports my suggestion is that in the span of 4 years the UK had 4 prime ministers, this is extremely rare and unheard of, compare this statistic to the likes of the USA who took over 11 years to have 4 presidents. Having an unstable government can lead to a crisis, one example of this is the cost-of-living crisis. Another disadvantage is described by Dr. Syed Raza Shah Gilani, who writes that the power of Parliament extends to every part of the Queen’s dominions This means it has a right to formulate and annul the laws and there are no legal restrictions on the laws it may enact. Furthermore, no other body can question the validity of the Acts of Parliament, including the courts. An example of a case where the defendant tried to challenge an Act of Parliament but failed is evident in the case of ‘Pickin v British Railways Board. This article highlights the fact that parliament's decisions and rules are not always correct, but they cannot be questioned by anybody as they are the supreme law-making body. 
Calls to reform the UK government are growing louder and louder, many people believe that the rules and legislation in place is outdated and poorly constructed, this is supported by Jack Pannell of Cambridge university who stated that “For nearly a decade the UK constitution has faced successive challenges and crises. From the institutional clashes over Brexit, to the coronavirus pandemic, to the scandals over integrity and ethics in government, our political system has been put under severe strain.
[bookmark: _Int_TOwhltSe]It was for this reason that the Institute for Government and the Bennett Institute for Public Policy at the University of Cambridge decided to launch a Review of the UK Constitution. Over the course of the last 18 months, we have published 16 papers examining topics including voting systems, the House of Lords and devolution in England, and have put forward ideas for reforms in specific areas.
Our final paper marks the conclusion of this review and sets out our view on the state of the UK constitution and our proposals for improving how it works. Having been tested to, and sometimes beyond, breaking point, the need to reform the constitution is now urgent”.  The main suggestion to successfully reform the UK government was to give the public more input into the constitution, I believe that this is a good step into change as the people in power often make decisions that only benefit themselves and the people in similar positions to them, one example of this is the tax brackets, having people on average and below average salries being taxed at the same percentage as somebody very wealthy is extremely unfair and so I belive that if the public had more say in legislation, things would run smoother and smoother for everyone involved.
In conclusion I believe that parliamentary supremacy should be scrapped in order for a more balanced and fair substitution to take charge, while there are things that are being done correctly, I think that there are much more negatives than there are positives in the way that the government is currently run and I believe that the poor state of the economy and unstable government is caused by parliamentary sovereignty as there isn't any room for change the way things currently are. 
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