

[bookmark: _Hlk65798936]The following report aims to analyse the term ‘terrorism’, by examining government policies and legislations and public service response to terrorism threats. Based on a case of the IRA, the essay will further discuss their ideology, structure and methods and evaluate whether the named group should be classed as ‘terrorists.’ 
To analyse the IRA as a potential terrorist group, it is important to understand its name. The IRA is briefly translated in Gaelic as Óglaigh na hÉireann,’ meaning ‘Defence Forces.’ This name was signed by ‘P. O’Neill’ on the behalf of the Irish Republican Publicity Bureau (O’Leary, 2005). The organisation is often referred to by the IRA activists as ‘ONH,’ the acronym for the Gaelic name. The origin of the word ‘Óglaigh na hÉireann’ is important. The words reflect the terms ‘soldiers’, ‘youths’, and ‘volunteers. Óglaigh na hÉireann simply means either “Ireland Volunteers.” Or “The Irish Volunteers.” (Dinneen, 1860-1934)

The Irish Republican Army or the IRA, was formed in 1919 to stop the British rule in Northern Ireland using military forces. The IRA stood up for independence and a reunified republic. In 1960, the IRA divided into two groups: officials and provisional parties, seeking British removal from Northern Ireland but ranging in tactics (Craighead, 2009).  Its primary aim was the reunification of Ireland by the merger of the six Protestant-majority counties of Northern Ireland. The company was almost extinct by the 1960s. The IRA was powerless to direct or shield Catholics from police and Protestant violence as the Civil Rights movement began in 1968 to protest political and economic injustice against Catholics. (Sanchez-Cuenca, 2007) The racial tensions worsened, and British Army forces were stationed in Northern Ireland in August 1969. Dissatisfied with the IRA's policy, more conservative supporters of the Republican movement divided in December 1969, forming the Provisional IRA instead of the Official IRA. Between 1969 and 2001, the Provisional IRA killed approximately 1,640 people. The IRA movement took place against the backdrop of an ethnic crisis between two religiously separated groups. The IRA fought not only the British, but also loyalist militia groups. Retaliation and sectarian violence resulted in several massacres of Protestant civilians and paramilitaries. (White, 2007; Bruce, 2007)
On 29 January 1972 – referred to as ‘Bloody Sunday’, Catholics seeking fair rights marched through Derry, Northern Ireland. The most violent regiment in the British army and British paratroopers were sent to police the rally that the Protestant government had outlawed, which had vehemently declined to share influence with moderate Catholic nationalists. The paratroopers whipped into a frenzy by their commanding officers and literally opened fire, according to The Times of London. Witness testimony indicated that the shootings by some soldiers were intentional, rather than a panicked response to a distressful situation, some victims were shot as they found cover or attempted to crawl to safety (Craighead, 2009). 

In Northern Ireland and England, the IRA, overflowing with volunteers who wanted to avenge Bloody Sunday, launched a string of bombings without notice, killing hundreds. Loyalists kidnapped innocent Catholics and killed them, often gruesomely, believing that the tortured corpses would prevent Catholic youths from joining the IRA. Meanwhile, the army and police sought to squash the IRA, but in their zeal, ripped apart homes and rounded up hundreds of poor Catholics, alienating a whole generation of nationalists who may not have sympathized with the IRA before. (Craighead, 2009). 

The so-called “military” divisions ceased to exist and were dissolved in the year 2005. It is believed that these systemic changes have had a significant and crippling influence on the Provisional Irish Republican Army’s (PIRA) organizational capacity. PIRA does not hire or train members, and membership continue to reduce, and in the absence of activity, there is some doubt as to what membership involves.
Substantial changes in the quest for normalisation in Northern Ireland were made in July 2007, starting with the end of the British Army’s Operation Banner and with the re-establishment of the Assembly and Executive). In a report by the Houses of Parliament (2008), parliamentary groups expressed that the IRA must evidence that they have rid of all their terrorism capability and weapons and that to make this change, they must maintain command and planning structures since no organisation can convert itself in the absence of institutional and personal leadership. However, it is acknowledged that in principle, however long an organisation has been inactive or non-existent, it can still be reborn. In 2004, the Government’s approach to PIRA was largely negative. 
Before the IRA changed their beliefs and before they agreed on having no weapons or violence. They were well known for the carnage and the sheer destruction that they caused to get there point across. The most important issue that came from the IRA during the time the were active were the violent bombings they did, and the number of deaths caused by them to get there cause across. The IRA is known to trace their ideology to Irish republicanism the criticism of the British monarchy to its philosophy. The IRA being a paramilitary organization had the objective that through political violence, they wanted to end the British rule in Northern Ireland and aimed to consolidate an independent Irish republic. The IRA tried to use the military force to overthrow British control in Ireland an pursue the geopolitical goal of an independent republic. (The Institute, 2016). 
When proscribing an organisation, the Home Secretary has the authority to proscribe an organisation under the Terrorism Act 2000, if they feel it is involved in terrorism and it is proportionate. This is described as an organisation that performs or engages in acts of terrorism, plans for terrorism, support or facilitates terrorism, this includes the unconstitutional glorification of terrorism, or is otherwise involved in terrorism (Home Office, 2020, p 3).
According to the Home Office (2020), "terrorism" is described as "the use or threat of action that includes severe violence against an individual, serious collateral harm, endangers a person's life, poses a serious risk to the public's health or safety, or is intended seriously to interfere with or seriously to interrupt an electronic device." (Home Office, 2020, P 3) The usage or threat of such action must be intended to sway the government or a foreign governmental organisation, or to threaten the public or a segment of the public, and must be carried out to further a political, social, ethnic, or ideological cause. If the constitutional test is fulfilled, the Home Secretary may decide whether to use his or her right to prohibit the organisation from operating. (Office for National Statistics, 2020).
Terrorism now refers to the killing of people by non-government political entities for a variety of purposes, mostly as a political statement. Two scholars from the University of Leiden (Netherlands), Schmid and Jongman (1988), used a social science approach to work out how to better describe terrorism. They reviewed over a hundred scholarly and official concepts of terrorism to determine the key elements. They found that 83.5 percent of concepts included the principle of violence; 65 percent included strategic goals; 51 percent included instilling fear and terror; 21 percent included arbitrariness and indiscriminate targeting; and 17.5 percent included the victimisation of citizens, non-combatants, neutrals, or strangers. (Schmid et al, 1998).
There is strong evidence that extremist groups with greater capability and access to expertise and intelligence are more deadly on average. Many that lack such powers, on the other hand, are more likely to fail while attempting to attack (Drake 1998a; Asal et al, 2008b, 2008c). Although these generalisations are correct in general, they distort the fact that various organisations do not often use their skills to destroy. Terrorist groups partake in a diverse range of operational activities, not all of which are necessarily linked to killing or causing harm. Some groups design threats in such a way that they are unlikely to destroy anybody (Taylor 1998; Ackerman 2003; Leader et al, 2006).
When looking at what the government determines to be the key aspects of a terrorist group the IRA and PIRA falls into that category. PIRA was the most active non-state terrorist group during this period, both in terms of terrorist attacks and casualties. PIRA's overarching goal was to compel the withdrawal of Northern Ireland from the United Kingdom, opening the way for the re-establishment of a thirty-two-county Republic of Ireland, by a prolonged campaign of terror. PIRA was established in December 1969, after a split in the Republican Party. Originally, the PIRA plan was to rapidly drive British forces out of Northern Ireland by imposing a high death toll and significant economic costs, in the hopes of swaying British public sentiment towards keeping an active presence in the province. By 1977, PIRA's ambitions had been more long-term, and they had begun planning a longer war of attrition by their military wing, Sinn Fe’in, which ultimately led to a greater focus on conventional political mobilisation.
[bookmark: _Hlk65799027]In the years that followed, the Republican cause began to embrace Tactical Use of Armed Struggle, as it was known within the Republican movement. Its attacks will become more discriminate, precise, and strategic in nature. PIRA had been around for twenty-nine years and had plenty of time to hone their assassination skills. PIRA was founded in 1970 in response to state repression against civil rights protesters (Moloney 2003), and by 1979 the group had ten years of active and fruitful practise (Sutton 1994).
As a caravan of five British Army trucks went by that year, PIRA operatives exploded a hidden trailer full of milk churns filled with 227 kg of ammonium nitrate explosives. The trailer had been covered by gas drums, which added to the ferocity of the blast, revealing a great deal of malevolent ingenuity (Oppenheimer 2009, 113). This explosion blew up the second vehicle in the convoy, killing six soldiers from the Parachute Regiment, who had been involved in the Bloody Sunday massacre seven years before, where thirteen innocent civil rights marchers were killed. PIRA snipers opened fire on the remainder of the convoy almost immediately. Behind the walls of a nearby gatehouse, the remaining soldiers found refuge. As further relief teams arrived to help the fleeing survivors, PIRA agents used a remote-control trigger to detonate the second bomb, killing another twelve troops (Oppenheimer ,2009).
When PIRA started to routinely use miniature, timer-based explosive devices against commercial business premises in the late 1970s, the size and severity of IED attacks began to decrease in lethality while increasing in frequency. The aim of these attacks was to reduce civilian deaths while also causing maximal economic harm by timing the ignition in the middle of the night. PIRA hoped that the rising costs of retaining a visible British presence in Northern Ireland would eventually persuade existing regimes to remove their political and territorial interests in the province. 
Terrorist behaviour is influenced by counterterrorism initiatives. However, it is often unclear when and how this occurs. According to a 2006 paper, there is no rigorous observational evidence, what is available offers no justification for most mainstream strategies, and the one approach that does seem to have an impact functions in the opposite direction: retaliatory raids escalated terrorism (Lum et al, 2006).
The IRA and the ETA are two of the world's largest militant groups. From its founding in December 1969 until 1998, the Provisional IRA was involved in military conflict (Sánchez-Cuenca, 2007). Nationalist extremist groups are also involved in attracting supporters, and they recognise that the more powerful they are, the more people they attract. Their target, however, goes beyond mobilisation. Terrorists who support secession or national unification are known as nationalist terrorists. Sánchez-Cuenca (2007) They use aggression to injure the government (the State or the invading forces) to the point that the authority withdraws from the disputed territories or makes concessions to the nationalist party (such as greater autonomy).
In terms of the polices reaction and response to the IRAs terrorist act an example of this was seen in the Birmingham pub bombings. On November 21, 1974, two pubs in Birmingham were bombed, killing 21 people aged 16 to 51 and wounding over 200 others. Dearden (Dearden, 2020). At 8.17 p.m., a bomb exploded inside a bag left in the Mulberry Bush, followed by another in the Tavern in the Town minutes later. Less than 10 minutes before the explosions, a man called the Birmingham Post and Mail to report that two explosives had been planted in the city centre. The IRA did not take responsibility for the bombings, although it was widely assumed that they were. In 2017, self-confessed bomb maker Michael Hayes claimed to have been a member of the party behind the attacks. Last year, a jury ruled the suspects were wrongly killed in a suicide attack by the Provisional IRA at new inquests into their deaths. The jury also found that a missed alarm call by the republican paramilitary organisation resulted or led to the deaths of the 21 people. (2020, Dearden) A man was arrested in Belfast in connection with the 1974 Birmingham pub bombings, which killed 21 people. The Birmingham Six, a group of six men who were wrongfully accused of the bombings in 1975 and released in 1991, were known as the Birmingham Six. Since then, no one has been detained or charged in connection with the attack. 
The just war theory is one of the reasons used by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and their followers to defend their activities. Following Pope John Paul II’s speech in Drogheda, in which he urged “men of terror” to lay down their weapons, and IRA spokesperson inquired as to what had happened to the Church’s orthodox teaching on the concept of just war (Simpson, 1986).
The IRA's governing Army Council, which once controlled the group's violent campaign, is no longer involved. The IRA has dissolved its terrorist networks and relinquished the leadership needed to wage war, according to the Independent Monitoring Commission (IMC). (Pa, 2011). The IRA said its members had been told to follow nonviolent means and not to "engage in any other actions whatsoever," a nod to low-level guerrilla activities that have enraged unionists as well as the London and Dublin governments. The IRA has not stated that it would disband. At a press conference in Dublin, Sinn Féin president Gerry Adams proclaimed that the IRA declaration said the coalition was now committed to "purely nonviolent and inclusive practises," and that it was "a clear invitation to the Democratic Unionist party to determine whether they wish to leave the past behind them and make peace with the majority of the island's people." (Tempest, 2005).
To conclude, the government determines the key aspects of a terrorist group is “the use or threat of action that includes severe violence against an individual, serious collateral harm, endangers a person's life, poses a serious risk to the public's health or safety, or is intended seriously to interfere with or seriously to interrupt an electronic device." (Home Office, 2020, P 3). At the time where the IRA were the most active, they were known as a terrorist group with bomb attacks in the thousands and a death toll in the thousands. But, with signs that the IRA and PIRA are no longer active or excepting any new members, they would no longer be classed as a terrorist group and are most likely to be revived as a terrorist group.
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