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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME: Chelsea Pelosi

	 ID No.: 2015581

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Re-offending: An analysis of human behaviours and underlying patterns of re-offending

Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 

I have chosen this topic because I have first hand experience witnessing re-offending when previously working as a prison officer. An underlying pattern within my experience was a general acknowledgment by prisoners of the inevitability of reoffending. I believe this is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation because the nature of reoffending introduces a range of potential psychological elements and patterns which I believe will prove beneficial to research and develop further understanding. Furthermore, I believe an increased understanding of the human behaviours attributing to re-offending will provide future opportunity to evaluate the justice system to accommodate findings in support of offenders.
 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

The research aim is to develop an understanding of the psychological attributes associated with reoffending. The research seeks to identify any underlying constants associated with reoffending, significantly associated with human behaviours, experiences and trauma.

The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

1. To review current reoffending statistics to identify the severity of the issue with reoffending.
2. To research and identify if reoffending can be correlated with psychological factors such as trauma, or can it be attributed to sociological factors.
3. To identify the potential origin of reoffending at youth age, researching the processes and support systems implemented to mitigate potential reoffending. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
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	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
Quantitative research methodology can be defined as utilising numerical data analysed mathematically whilst qualitive research methodology seek to identify context, interpretation and understanding through reasoning and experience. 

I am proposing to use firstly desktop research to undertake a literature review on the research topic and subject area. Secondly, I am proposing to apply qualitative research methodologies through the undertaking of surveys to identify any prevalence of patterns in human behaviours and experiences leading to reoffending. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

My target sample will be prison officers within Parc Prison, I believe this target sample will provide perspectives from professionals exposed to reoffending. 



	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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