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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This dissertation is an exploration of the role of Tonglen in cultivating compassion for Mother Earth. You begin with an introduction to Buddhism and its ecological aspects. You do good job of presenting a range of perspectives, from different voices in contemporary Buddhism. The introduction does seem to become a literature review here, about different perspectives on Buddhism’s role. Perhaps some of this material would be better in your lit review section.

The next section introduces and defines key terms and concepts. You begin with different schools of Buddhism, and define the concept of compassion, and the practice on Tonglen. This is useful. The next section is your literature review proper, which is divided into distinct subsections. You begin by discussing the notion of an ecological worldview within Buddhism, and present arguments for and against. This is good. You do a good job of unpacking the Tonglen practice. You then survey existing research on Tonglen, noting a gap in the literature. You draw out strands of this work to suggest an ecological application, this is good. 

The next section considers the nature of personhood in Buddhist thought. You make an interesting case of the Bodhisattvas as important for the ecological movement, especially non-human Bodhisattvas, and draw on Naess’ notion of the ecological self. This is good. You then go on to discuss interdependence, this seems like a separate subsection, perhaps it could have its own subheading on ‘Interdependence.’ - which moves into a discussion of ritual and the council of all beings. 

You then have a section where you reflect on the literature and summarise some of the key points raised in the literature review, before turning to the qualitative research component of your dissertation. This is a good summarising section.

You begin the second half of the dissertation by summarising your methodology. You give a good justification for the choice of methods. I wonder whether there might be any more ethical consideration that you could have mentioned, e.g. the risk of causing offence, the sensitivity of deeply held beliefs, etc. You go on to discuss your approach to analysis and interpretation of the data. You then have a section where you reflect on your own experience with the adiantum plant, and the role of your own Buddhist beliefs in shaping your research interests. There are some very interesting extraordinary elements discussed here.

You then go on to discuss the findings of your research. You begin by summarising the findings from your survey, presenting the quantitative data you have gathered. This gives a good demographic overview. You then go on to present your interview data. You include some short extracts from your interview responses in the main body of your text, and a have included a few larger portions. It would be good to see some more longer interview extracts  to really let the respondents’ voices speak. You do a good job of referring back to different theoretical/scriptural perspectives discussed in the literature review.

You also include a very interesting autoethnographic section that documents your experiences participating in an online Council of All Beings. This is a good section with a thick phenomenological description. You then discuss your experience through different thematic lenses, and weave back into your interview data to find connections between the literature, your experience, and the experiences of your informants. The concluding section summarises the key arguments of the paper, suggesting that Tonglen has great potential as a mediator of eco-consciousness.

Overall, this is a well written and well structured essay. You have drawn on a good range of different primary and secondary sources for your literature review, and have collected some very interesting pieces of qualitative data. It would be nice to see more of this being discussed. Keep an eye on minor typos. Repeat references can be shortened. 

What you did well:

Well structured.
Fluently written. 
Collects some very interesting qualitative data.
Very good autoethnographic section. 

What you could do to improve:

Keep an eye out for minor typos.
Consider including larger extracts from your interview data to allow the voice of your respondents to come through.
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	For completion by the second marker: 

Comments:

This dissertation is very well written and structured, using an excellent range of relevant primary and secondary sources which are referenced appropriately. You identify key themes for your research perceptively and underpin them with literature that is highly pertinent to its core themes. Your discussion of Buddhist thought is very well grounded not only in the literature but in an excellent understanding of the interdependent nature of existence and personhood it presents. You skilfully relate this to contemporary scholarship exploring the ecological self and to notions of compassion as expressed in Buddhist soteriological literature and practices regarding the Bodhisattva ideal and bodhicitta. 

In this dissertation, you have chosen to include the work of Buddhist teachers with extensive backgrounds as monk and/or practitioner-scholars. Particularly in the Tibetan-Buddhist traditions you focus on, scholar-practitioners, such as the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, will typically have spent upwards of twenty years in intensive and rigorous traditional systems of monastic education. Your literature review and the underpinning of your paper draws upon the work of these respected Buddhist scholar-practitioners alongside more traditional academic sources, synthesising these to great effect. This approach highlights the need for decolonisation in terms of academic sources and a careful consideration of what qualifies as ‘academically worthy’ of inclusion in such studies.   

Your descriptive sections are very clearly expressed, and you manage to encapsulate a number of key Buddhist concepts necessary for the research succinctly, yet without simplifying them. Your sections on impermanence, interdependence, relative and absolute truth, self and personhood are particularly impressive in this regard. You synthesise your discussion of these and notions of Bodhicitta and the Bodhisattva path that underly Tonglen with discussion on deep ecology and the eco-consciousness movement in a way that illuminates how such an interdisciplinary analysis can shed mutual light on core concepts and their implications for practice-based activities towards wellbeing, such as those of the ‘Council of All Beings’ ritual explored in your auto ethnographical section. 
 
Your ethical positioning and reflexive considerations are carefully presented, and demonstrate an original and insightful engagement with deep ecology, as indicated by your inclusion of the section in which you connect with a plant in your care through the Tibetan Buddhist compassion practice of your research topic, Tonglen, and this leads you to an experiential understanding of compassion for and in interaction with non-human beings as integral parts of spiritually interconnected ecosystems. This leads smoothly into discussion of the practice of Tonglen as an eco-consciousness activity for eco-healing. 

You emphasised this reflexive and practice-based approach in rejecting the use of technology for data analysis in favour of the more embodied and connected relationship to the data that transcription by hand engendered. This shows a subtle understanding of how approaches to research and reflexivity in the choices a researcher makes can profoundly influence the type and level of engagement with the research data. The data that you collected from your surveys and interviews is very rich, your presentation of it clear, aided by the effective use of graphs, and your analysis of it nuanced and perceptive. You include an auto ethnographic section that enriches the research through its layered discussion of implications Tonglen might have in such context as transformative vehicle for and potential expression of eco-consciousness with potency as method to address the eco-crisis. 

This dissertation is fitting culminative research for your MA in Ecology and Spirituality and fulfils all the requirements of a dissertation to a high level. It takes an innovative, interdisciplinary, phenomenological approach, identifying and speaking to interesting areas for research inquiry with a critical analysis that is insightful and nuanced. There is much potential for development in this work—both in terms of publication and for ongoing research that could make valuable contribution across the fields it spans. 
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