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Ghost the musical was adapted from the iconic 1990 film. It showcases the emotional story of both love and loss with a supernatural twist. I went to see the tour version in Cardiff Bay on the 8th of March in the Millenium Centre. This review will explore the plot, performances, staging, lighting, special effects, music and sound, and my overall opinion.
In the show, we follow the two main characters Sam wheat and Molly Jensen, a couple whose lives are shattered when Sam is tragically murdered during a mugging. Sam’s spirit is unable to move on as he has unfinished business. This leads him to uncover many dark secrets. He fights for justice dragging along the psychic Oda Mae Brown for help. The overall themes of the musical were love, loss, redemption, and the enduring power of the human spirit. I found the plot to have interesting plot twists that kept me interested and engaged with the story. I also found myself extremely emotionally invested with the characters, which was also case with the surrounding audience members.
Bob Tomson’s direction of Ghost the Musical focuses on making the characters feel real and emotional. He really brings out the themes of love and loss, allowing the audience to connect with the story on a deeper level.
The actor portraying Sam delivered a strong vocal performance with impressive range and technique, though his accent occasionally slipped into a British tone, making it inconsistent with the American setting. His diction could have been clearer, as some lines were difficult to understand. However, his comedic timing and adlibs during scene transitions added a natural, engaging touch. A more expressive physical reaction in moments like Carl flirting with Molly would have heightened the emotional stakes. "It is essential for an actor to have imaginatively created and lived in these events with all the richness of detail and sensory stimulus possible" (Deer & Dal Vera, 2016, p. 205).
Molly’s performance was fantastic. Her vocal technique was flawless, and her acting choices made the scenes feel relatable, drawing the audience into her emotional journey. especially during “With You,” where she displayed emotional vulnerability and vocal skill.

The actor playing Oda Mae brought a hilarious and lively energy to the show. Her comedic delivery had the audience laughing throughout, making her a standout character. Vocally, she was strong, but there was a slightly nasal quality to her voice that did not always suit her character or songs. However, her stage presence and energy made her performance thoroughly entertaining for example, the way she delivered the song “With You” was very emotional and vulnerable whilst maintaining exquisite vocal technique.
The actor portraying Carl delivered an exceptional performance. He transitioned seamlessly from the seemingly loyal best friend to the manipulative villain, making his eventual betrayal feel both shocking and believable. His ability to balance charm and menace was particularly impressive.


The production’s set design and special effects were some of the most impressive aspects of the show. The apartment set was true to the original film, with details that made it feel authentic and lived in. The city backdrop was especially beautiful, using lighting to transition between times of day, such as sunrises and sunsets. The design of Carl’s office gave the illusion of looking up at a tall building, which was a clever and satisfying visual element.

The effect used for the elevator was incredibly clever. A spotlight created a box around the actors to mimic the confined space, while lighting effects travelled down the side of the stage to give the illusion of movement. This was accompanied by sound effects, which made it even more convincing. The street set was well-designed, and the sound effects for the mugger’s entrance were unsettling, perfect for building tension. A particularly strong moment was when the lights in the windows flickered on as Molly screamed after Sam was shot. The use of police lights added further realism to the scene.

One of the most anticipated elements of Ghost the Musical is its use of illusions to depict supernatural moments. The effects used to make Sam move through objects and people were very convincing. The stage combat was well-executed and avoided looking overly choreographed or unrealistic. The psychic shop set was also well thought out and respectful to the history and culture of fortune telling. The production used small magic tricks to establish that Oda Mae initially relied on showmanship to deceive her clients, making her character arc more satisfying when she discovered her real abilities.

The use of lighting straight after intermission was an effective way to instantly recapture the audience’s attention. The police station set was realistic, with small details like posters and waiting-room chairs making it feel immersive. During one scene, a transition out of the apartment left the sofa and bookcase onstage. This was for convenience, but it was quite distracting compared to the otherwise smooth scene changes.

The microphone effects for ghosts were one of the more disappointing elements. While the voice modulation added a ghostly quality, it also made the dialogue harder to understand. This forced the actors to overcompensate with exaggerated diction, which was not always enough to ensure clarity.

Overall, Ghost the Musical was a visually stunning and emotionally compelling production. The combination of strong vocal performances, engaging storytelling, and impressive stage illusions made it a captivating experience. While some elements, such as inconsistent accents and microphone effects, could have been improved, the staging, lighting, and special effects elevated the supernatural aspects, making them believable and theatrical.
The show’s ability to balance drama, romance, and comedy kept the audience engaged. The chemistry between the leads, the ensemble’s energy, and Oda Mae’s comedic brilliance made for a dynamic performance. The final scene left a lasting emotional impact. As another review says, "The audience is taken on an exhilarating yet deeply emotional journey through the performances" (City Girl Network, 2025, https://citygirlnetwork.com/magazine/theatre-review-ghost-the-musical-wales-millennium-centre-2025, accessed April 2, 2025).
I would highly recommend this production to both fans of the original film and those experiencing the story for the first time. Its blend of heartfelt emotion, humour, and stage magic makes it a unique theatre experience. Despite minor flaws, it was an enjoyable and memorable performance that effectively captured the essence of Ghost’s timeless love story.


ADPA4001
Learning in the Digital Era
Personal Development Plan – 3 Minute Video

[bookmark: _Toc1350013759][bookmark: _Toc715312824]Personal Development Plan

Link To Video



[bookmark: _Toc1511469126][bookmark: _Toc1330813573]Bibliography

Wales Millennium Centre (2025) Ghost the Musical. Available at: https://www.wmc.org.uk/en/whats-on/2025/ghost-the-musical (Accessed: 7 	March 2025).
Bill Kenwright Ltd (no date) Ghost the Musical 2024 & 2025 tour. Available at: https://www.kenwright.com/productions/ghost-the-musical-2024-2025-tour/ (Accessed: 8 March 2025).
Performing Artistes (no date) Bob Tomson. Available at: https://performingartistes.co.uk/artistes/bob-tomson (Accessed: 8 March 2025).
Smith, J. (2023) Review: Ghost the Musical is a Hauntingly Beautiful Production. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/ghost-review (Accessed: 1 April 2025).
Hall, C. (2025) Review: Ghost the Musical, Wales Millennium Centre. Available at: https://getthechance.wales/2025/03/07/review-ghost-the-musical-wales-millennium-centre-by-charlotte-hall/ (Accessed: 1 April 2025).
Parsons, C. (2025) Musical review: Ghost: The Musical, Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham. Available at: https://www.artshub.co.uk/news/reviews/musical-review-ghost-the-musical-alexandra-theatre-birmingham-2622592/ (Accessed: 1 April 2025).
Page Massonnat, E. (2025) Theatre Review: Ghost the Musical at Wales Millennium Centre. Available at: https://citygirlnetwork.com/magazine/theatre-review-ghost-the-musical-wales-millennium-centre-2025 (Accessed 1 April 2025).
National Theatre (2021) The Role of Lighting in Theatre Productions. Available at: https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/lighting (Accessed: 3 April 2025).
Deer, J. & Dal Vera, R. (2016) Acting in Musical Theatre (2nd edn.). London: Routledge.
Backstage (2024) How to create a SWOT report for your acting career. Available at: https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/create-swot-report-acting-career-50558 (Accessed: 5 April 2025).
University of the Arts London (2024) Top 3 transferable skills for creative graduates. Available at: https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/stories/top-3-transferable-skills-for-creative-graduates (Accessed: 5 April 2025).



Review	1
Personal Development Plan	4
Bibliography	5

	
	
	



