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Creating a Recordset
For each dynamic page in your site, you will need to create a recordset that defines the data being used from the database. A recordset is simply a collection of fields from one or more tables. Different pages will use different recordsets, depending on the tables in the database that page uses.
Since our first page will be a user authentication page, we’ll demonstrate the creation of a simple recordset using the Users table of our database:
1. On the Application panel, click the Bindings tab. 
2. On the Bindings tab, click the plus [image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image029.jpg] button and select Recordset (Query) from the menu. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image054.jpg]
This opens the Recordset dialog:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image055.jpg]
3. Enter a name for the recordset. Professional developers generally preface recordset names with rs, so we’ll enter rs_Users. 
4. From the Connection drop-down menu, select the connection you defined earlier. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image056.jpg]
5. From the Table drop-down menu, select the table that contains the data you want to use on this page. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image057.jpg]
Dreamweaver automatically selects all the columns in the table and lists them. If you only need to use some of the columns, select the Selected option and then hold down the Ctrl key and click each column you want to use.
6. The Filter drop-down menu lets you filter the data, so only fields containing data that match the criteria you select are included in the recordset. The Sort drop-down menu lets you specify how the data in the recordset should be ordered. We’ll cover these in more detail later, so for now, leave these as None. 
7. Click the Test button to make sure the recordset includes the data you intended. Dreamweaver uses the information you selected to construct a SQL statement, and produces the result of this statement in a new window: 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image058.jpg]
(Yes, we’ve covered up the passwords.)
Below is a result of another, more complex SQL statement:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image059.jpg]
Click OK to close the window.
8. Quite often, one table isn’t sufficient for the recordsets you’ll need to create. For more complex queries, you’ll need to construct a SQL statement. We’ll cover this in more detail as we proceed through the tutorial, but for now, click the Advanced button in the Recordset dialog to familiarize yourself with the dialog you’ll use to construct your SQL: 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image060.jpg]
The SQL box is where you’ll enter the SQL statement for your recordset. If you aren’t familiar with constructing SQL statements, you can still often get by using the tools Dreamweaver provides in this dialog. The Database items lists all the items available in your database. For example, expand Tables to see the list of all the tables and fields in your database. For each field you want to include in your recordset, you’ll select the field and then click the Select button. You’ll use the Where button to specify any filters for the recordset, and the Order By button to specify how the data should be ordered. You’ll see some examples of this later on.
9. Click OK to add the recorset to the page. 
The recordset now appears on the Bindings tab of the Application panel:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image061.jpg]
Expand the recordset to see the fields you can use on your page:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image062.jpg]
With a database connection established for all our pages and a recordset created for our login page, we can now turn to the business of developing the functionality for the page itself.
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