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PORTFOLIO ONE, TEXT CHOSEN: 
Geoffrey Malaterra The Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother

The two extracts are taken from Geoffrey Malaterra’s Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and Duke Robert Guiscard, his brother, written c.1098. Very little is known of Geoffrey and his life. The little we do know is that he pursued a life as a Benedictine monk, which he sought travelling from “beyond the alps”[footnoteRef:1] and onto Apulia and then to Catania in Sicily. It was here where he joined the monastery of St Agata, a monastery which was endowed by the Count Roger.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  G. Theotokis, “The Norman Invasion of Sicily, 1061-1072: Numbers and Military Tactics”, (War in History, vol. 17, no. 4, 2010, pp.381-402), p.381. It is unprovable as to whether or not that “beyond the Alps” means that he is from Normandy, however, he was familiar with the work of Dudo de St Quentin. E. Johnson “Normandy and Norman Identity in Southern Italian Chronicles”, Anglo-Norman Studies XXVII: Proceedings of the Battle Conference (ed., J. Gillingham, Suffolk: Boydell and Brewer, 2004, pp.85-101), p.95.]  [2:  E. Albu, The Normans in Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion, (Suffolk: Boydell and Brewer, 2001), p.111.] 

 	The first extract is undoubtedly part of the introduction to his Deeds, it opens with the writer asserting who he is and how he has come to write the Deeds: it is his duty, for the writing “the deeds of brave men” is one which has been “handed down from the ancient philosophers to the generations who have followed them”, thus instantly the reader knows that the men being written of here are important and historically so, much like those many before them worthy of being written of. Geoffrey ends the paragraph by quoting the timeless and “much admired historian” Sallust, reinforcing that the Deeds of Count Roger and Duke Robert are indeed of great importance, harkening back to the great Roman Empire, likely written so as to solidify Roger’s claims to Sicily, namely for his sons, having gained it for Christianity after the Holy War won against the Muslims in 1091.[footnoteRef:3]
 	Geoffrey is one of three early Italo-Norman historiographers, the other two being William of Apulia and Amatus of Montecassino,[footnoteRef:4] but is the only one of the three to have Roger as the central focus of his work, which makes Geoffrey’s work distinct to both William’s and Amatus’s works.[footnoteRef:5] He, like most historiographers of his day, was commissioned to write the Deeds by Roger, a patron regarded as being most generous, thus Malaterra could not refuse.[footnoteRef:6] This generosity is not uncharacteristic of a Norman[footnoteRef:7] as Geoffrey himself notes in the extract: “Their leaders are however very generous since they wish to achieve a great reputation”. 
 	The extract has no direct focus on Count Roger and Duke Robert, the latter half of the extract instead focusing on the Normans as a whole, which again demonstrates it is an extract taken from the beginning and introductory segment of his Deeds. In the extract, Geoffrey is outlining the characteristics of the Normans, somewhat setting the scene in which to place Roger and Robert in the context of Norman culture. The Normans, as Geoffrey has described, are fervent and intelligent men who look outwardly onto the world as opposed to inwardly to their own people so as to “enrich” themselves, as is seen by the Normans and their great expansion from Normandy, to the British Isles, and to the Italian Peninsula. They are explorative, therefore, and in search for satisfaction, which Geoffrey goes on to explain that the men are “eager” and “greedy” for “profit and power”, thus their seeking for “enrichment” is one of gaining power.
 	On expressing their culture, Geoffrey notes how they are “addicted”, a word which Geoffrey uses twice in this extract, first when describing their eloquence and charm, secondly on their past-time hobby of hunting and hawking, a sport of the elites of the period thus possible implication to their societal standing. Such is the “cultivation of eloquence” of the Normans that it is seemingly deeply rooted in their culture, their ethnicity, for even the young boys speak as though they were “trained speakers”, an implicit note that these traits are passed down to the younger generations, it is bred into them.
 	As above stated, Malaterra describes them as being “eager” and “greedy for profit”. Geoffrey was not modest in his description here of the Normans, certainly when one considers that other historiographers employed by the Normans did not direct toward them a term so strong for “they wish to achieve a great reputation”.[footnoteRef:8] The strong descriptive terminology Geoffrey uses ends not at “greedy”, the Normans he further describes also as being “hypocritical” and “deceitful” however these powerful words employed by Geoffrey are dampened, stating while the Normans do exhibit these extremes of characteristics, of high generosity and high greed, they do not act in extreme manners taking instead the “middle course”, thus they are virtuous in controlling themselves. [3:  G. Theotokis, The Norman Campaigns in the Balkans, 1081-1108, (Suffolk: Boydell and Brewer, 2014) p.10.]  [4:  E. Albu, The Normans in Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion, (Suffolk: Boydell and Brewer, 2001), p.111-112.]  [5:  This we see also by the name of the Deeds as Roger is listed first, which is unusual seeing as he is the younger brother of the two.]  [6:  G. Theotokis, “The Norman Invasion of Sicily, 1061-1072: Numbers and Military Tactics”, (War in History, vol. 17, no. 4, 2010, pp.381-402), p.382.]  [7:  T. Roscoe, The Life of William the Conqueror, (London: R. York Clarke & Co., Publishers, 1846), p.364.]  [8:  Compare to William of Apulia’s The Deeds of Robert Guiscard noting his use of the word “human” as opposed to “Norman”, applying the notion of “greed” to all, not exclusively to Normans, knowing it to be a vice: “But since human thoughts are inclined to greed and money always triumphs in the end, from time to time they abandoned him [the Prince of Capua], always supporting the one who paid better, serving most willingly him from whom they gained the greatest advantage.” William of Apulia, The Deeds of Robert Guiscard, trans., G. A. Loud, (Leeds Medieval History Texts in Translation Website, University of Leeds, 2002.), p.6. Compare both the Norman accounts to the opposing Anglo-Saxon Chronicle’s description of William the Conqueror as being “sunk in greed and utterly given up to avarice”. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, ed. and trans., G. N. Garmonsway (London: J. M. Dent, 1992), p.216.] 

Geoffrey describes how, despite their well cultured being, they are “a most unbridled people” describing also their need to be “held in thrall by the yoke of justice”.[footnoteRef:9] This “unbrdidled” nature of the Normans, however, does leave one to wonder about their tamed and cultured ways and how they perhaps are not as natural as one would think on reading Geoffrey’s description of “their young boys [talking] as though they were trained speakers”, which may be why they look to others to “enrich” them, to tame them, hence why these peoples wish to “achieve a great reputation”.  [9:  Compare Orderic Vitalis’s description of the Normans as an “untamed race” who need to be kept in check as without “they are all too ready to do wrong.” Orderic Vitalis, Ecclesiasitical History (on the character of the Normans), extract 20 in ed. and trans., E. van Houts, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2000/08) p.77.] 

	The extract ends with Geoffrey describing the Normans and their origins, which he interestingly describes from a third person perspective: “They derive the name of their land”, which could be a possible indication that Geoffrey is not himself a Norman, which could be the case, knowing only that he came from “beyond the Alps”, or that the intent of the Deeds was for it to be read by others who are not Norman, a possibility should it have been written to solidify Norman claim to Sicily and express the greatness of their peoples.
 	It is captivating just how much information can be gained from both of the rather short extract from a four-piece work, written by an historiographer of whom all we know is that he came from “beyond the Alps”.
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