The Equality and diversity act 2010 is the legislation used in the United Kingdom to outline and promote equality within all aspects of different characteristics. The importance of the act is to uphold and support  equal rights and opportunities for all individuals, this giving each individual the possibility to reach their full potential which would be free from prejudice and discrimination. The act commands that all of society and public-sector authorities must promote equality within the workplace and everyday life which is to ensure that all organizations within the UK meet the legal requirements whilst complying in accordance with the act. Under the Equality Act 2010 there are many  legal requirements under existing legislation to promote equality in the nine areas which promotes different characteristics such as an individual’s race, disability, religion and beliefs,  age and sexual orientation.
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As an independent campaigner  for equality and human rights in the UK, the Commission of Equality and Human Rights (EHRC) aims to eradicate inequality and remove discrimination by the strengthening of  good relations between individuals and society whilst continuing to promote and protect all  human rights equally. Their duty is to challenge prejudice and discrimination whilst promote the importance of human rights, enforcing equality laws on age, disability, gender, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation and to encourage others to follow in line of  the Human Rights Act.

A homophobic attitude is described as a discrimination against homosexuals and the breach of the   infringements of the individual’s human rights. It is recognized that Homosexuals and gays are discriminated as they are seen to be considered a minority group. They become targets as most of society fails to recognize them as normal. The LGBT community is discriminated within many aspects of society and this will often occur through the mistreating in employment, the feeling of being singled out and often victimized for their sexual orientation (UNHR,2017). For Many years, Individuals of the gay community have fought to be accepted in a society and long to be treated with the same fairness of those individuals who are not gay. Between 1950 -1960 It appears that men in particular have been tortured and killed due to their attractions to the same sex. It was recognised that homosexuality was treated as an illness during this time with many doctors believing they could treat them for this condition. During the 1950’s homosexuals were thought to have hid their true feeling from families and the rest of society as they feared the repercussions and the risk of being a victim of assault.  Before the legalisation in 1967, gay and bisexual men could possibly face a sentence of life in prison (BBC,2017).

For many born in the sixties it became evident that curiosity regarding an individual’s sexual experimentation was illegal and is said to have had devastating effects on those who were unsure about their sexuality, this in turn damaged the individual’s reputations and effected their day to day lives within society.  Over four decades ago, having attractions and feelings for the same sex would be committing a criminal offence. Homosexuality in the uk was illegal and many men and women both faced the fear of being arrested with some even arrested for looking the part. This produced a long-standing campaign for a change in law (Bedell,2007).

In July 1967, a bill to permit homosexuality passed through the final stages in the House of Commons which created the sexual offence act 1967 (Parliament,2017). The change in the law would set a stepping stone for many changes to be made against the discrimination against the gay community and would see a divide in the community.  Even after the bill was granted it was still obvious that not all of society was in acceptance of this meaning that between 1967 to 2003 over 30,000 males were arrested and convicted for certain types of behavior which would not have been deemed a criminal offence if their partner was of the opposite sex. 


In 1964 Griffith Vaughn Williams was a leading activist within the involvement of gay rights. He was dedicated to the community and would provide a powerful voice for the rights of sexual orientation, his aim was also to uncover and show the degree in violence used against those in same sex relationships, his work included educating and improving relations between the police and the rest of society (Bourne,2011). In 1980, Griff exposed a high amount of attacks on homosexuals and the abuse they had suffered because of their sexuality and identified that some of the attacks were carried out by those working within the public-sector services including the police. Approaching the metropolitan police in the 1990s he would go on to educate them on the equality and indifferences which would influence society’s behaviour and the violence which would mainly be targeted at gay men. 

In the years before 2000 is was illegal for those involved or working within the armed forces to be gay. The armed forces would not tolerate this type of behaviour and therefor would be banned from working or applying for roles within this service regardless of their ability to perform. Superior colleagues placed a duty on those currently employed inform those suspected and to alert authorities to their intelligence (Merz,2015). Since the legalisation of same sex relationships, the Ministry of Defence is now in full acceptance and support those with different sexual relationships. The armed forces now promote and encourages equality and diversity and has full acceptance of individuals, asking those applying in the future to declare their sexuality to which will they can be fully supportive. 

The case surrounding Alan Turing is a strong example of discrimination and prejudice, A high profile man known for his code breaking during the war would be arrested and on the 31st March 1952 Turing attended his trial after being arrested for sexual relationships with a young man. Making no attempt to deny or defend his actions he chooses to make it public and declared that there was nothing wrong in his actions. Instead of being imprisoned he agreed to receive injections over a period of twelve months which contained oestrogen, which some believed would control his libido (Hodges,1995). Unfortunately, Turing later died of cyanide poisoning.  
In 2013 Turing received an official pardon, the government announced that all Gay and bisexual men who had been convicted of sexual offences in England and Wales would also receive the same. Under the amendment of the policing and crimes bill, the pardon of such criminal offences appears to be the best way to acknowledge the impact and devastation of such harsh reality of the homophobic laws back in the 1950’s (BBC,2016). Even in today’s society it is illegal to discriminate an individual because of their sexuality, however many of the gay communities still suffer from such discrimination in their day to day lives.  Weather someone is gay or straight should not have an impact on their lives in society and should be equal in leading the same life as those that are not. Regardless of their sexuality their ability to perform at work or live a normal life should not be determined on their sexuality. 




Early November 2002, the controversial dispute regarding the rights of homosexuals being eligible to Adopt passed into law and the outcome permitted same sex couples to submit applications for adoption.  The adoption and children act passed through its stages and was put in to effect in 2005. This meaning that homosexuals and transgenders will be safe guarded from prejudice and discrimination and would have equal rights and not have their application declined based on their sexuality (stonewall,2015).
flag is a symbol of gay pride 
Homophobic hate crimes have been occurring for decades, the victimisation and the inflicting of hatred upon an individual because of their sexuality was not recognised as illegal.  As part of the criminal justice act 2003 it imposed the duty to the courts to give sentence for offences relating to a victim where hostility is met based on sexuality or those who are transgender (CPS,2017). Despite the act being put into place it was still evident that the hate crimes would continue to rise. Between 2014-15 hate crime against those in the LGBT community reached 5,597 recognising a rise in numbers by up to 22% from the previous year.  The stonewall group representing the community expressed their concerns of the violence that still occurs because of someone’s sexuality and acknowledged that not all of society are in acceptance of equality (Morris,2015).

The civil partnership act 2004 introduced by the labour government was passed and took effect in December 2005. The Act is to allow same-sex couples not to be discriminated against and permits them to enter in to a civil partnership which provides them with the equal rights and nearly identical legal obligations to which would be available if they were married. The civil partnerships act 2004 aimed to provide and promote equality within the gay community giving the feeling of acceptance within society without being discriminated (Equality Network,2017). 

In July 2013 the government passed the marriage act 2013 (same sex couples) becoming legal across England and Wales, The Government considered that freedom to marry all couples regardless of their sexual orientation will show support in society’s respect and equality for all individuals, the changes in law is to strengthen society, doing so by progressive movement of a modern society (GOV,2014). Many opposed the act some due to their religious beliefs, the religious perspective is that marriage should only be between a man and woman and this being governed by natural law and such sexual acts should not be tolerated as part of normality (Hayden, Townsend,2014). 


On the 30th April 1999 London saw the devastation that was put before them when David Copeland aged 22 activated a nail bomb in the known capitals gay centre at the admiral Duncan pub in Soho. Copeland was described as a BNP member and neo-Nazi, and was completely enraged and his aim was to target specific groups of individuals which would either be part of the gay community or different ethnic origins (Antifascist,2009). It was recognised as a pre-mediated attack which he hoped to hurt and kill numerous of homosexuals as possible. The bomb which devastated the gay community and surrounding areas saw 2 deaths and a further 81 injured in the attack, this infuriated and angered the gay community who appeared to have been preparing for some sort of attack and calls to the home secretary to prevent such attacks against the gay community by curbing the far-right extremists (Buncombe et al,1999).
The continuing of attacks against the gay community introduced the LGF charity, now known as (LGBT) the lesbian, gay and bisexual trans community. The aim of the charity is to promote a fair and equal society so that all individuals regardless of sexual orientation can reach their full potential. They offer full support and advice confronting hate crime and discrimination (LGBT, 2017)

It is still evident that even today such discrimination still occurs. This being associated with recent events relating to MP Jared O’Mara. O’Mara recently suspended from the labour government and resigned from the women equality committee, due to various comments relating to sexual lewd acts between gay men (Mcann,2017).
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