SPDB8001 Preparing for Doctoral Research
Programme (updated on 28 January 2021)

Day 1 (16 January)
__________________________________________________________________________

1. What is theory: a potential explanation for an observation
· Watch “10-Minute I/O - Theory vs Hypothesis” on Youtube
https://youtu.be/fhMWe_SGz18
2. Knowledge base: discipline, subdiscipline and concept
3. Research design: qualitative and quantitative (slides 19-21)
4. Research proposal
· Watch “How to Write a Research Proposal? 11 Things to Include in a Thesis Proposal" on Youtube
https://youtu.be/YNkws0x0W0o
· PG1 (p. 91)
· Guidelines on writing introduction (Kotz)
5. Research Ethics
· Case study: Facebook
· PG2



Day 2 (23 January)


1. Research title (Handout 7, pp. 129-131)
2. Research question (Handout 6, pp. 126-128)
3. Problem statement
a) Watch "Walden DBA Problem Statement Tutorial" on YouTube
https://youtu.be/IYWzCYyrgpo
b) Problem and purpose statements (Handout 17) (uploaded on 22 Jan)
4. Research Design
a) Qualitative and quantitative methods
a. Watch "Overview of Qualitative Research Methods" on YouTube (Walden University)
https://youtu.be/IsAUNs-IoSQ
b. Watch "Overview of Quantitative Research Methods" on YouTube (Walden University)
https://youtu.be/cwU8as9ZNlA
b) Mixed methods design (Handout 8, pp. 134-136)
a. Watch “What is Mixed Methods Research” on YouTube (John Creswell, 2013)
https://youtu.be/1OaNiTlpyX8
c) Examples
a. Watch "Example of qualitative research" on YouTube (Data analysis)
https://youtu.be/JOhbtVXJRo4
b. Watch "Quantitative Methods: An Example" on YouTube
https://youtu.be/wSh_-7h7BSU
c. Watch "Role of Theory in Quantitative Research" on YouTube
https://youtu.be/cpFacZcNkQY
d) Case study methodology (optional)
a. Watch "Qualitative case Study" on YouTube (Robert Yin)
https://youtu.be/QhvdC4vDjts
e) [bookmark: _Hlk62137095]Additional examples
a. Bryman, A. (2004). Qualitative research on leadership: A critical but appreciative review. The Leadership Quarterly, 15(6), 729-769. (pp. 251-291)
b. Elliott, R., Fischer, C. T., & Rennie, D. L. (1999). Evolving guidelines for publication of qualitative research studies in psychology and related fields. British Journal of Clinical Psychology, 38(3), 215-229.
f) What constitutes a theoretical contribution?
Whetten, D. A. (1989). What constitutes a theoretical contribution? Academy of Management Review, 14(4), 490-495. (pp. 235-240)


Day 3 (30 January)
___________________________________________________________________________
1. Theoretical and practical contributions
2. Data Analysis using jamovi
jamovi is a free GUI (graphical user interface) for performing statistical analyses using the R software environment (R is an open-source programming language and software environment for statistical computing). It can perform almost all the statistical analyses you will encounter. The latest version (the solid version) is available here:
https://www.jamovi.org/download.html
Check out some videos on YouTube to see how to use jamovi.
a. Multivariate Data Analysis
b. Exploratory Factor Analysis (Handout 15)
c. Regression Analysis (Handout 16)
d. Confirmatory Factor Analysis

1. Theoretical and practical contributions
What research questions are worth asking?
An activity that tries to answer a question like “What are the age, sex and subject distributions of doctoral students in British higher education?” is considered descriptive, intelligence-gathering activity, but not research.
Research goes beyond description and requires analysis. It looks for relationships, explanations, comparisons, predictions, generalizations and theories. These are the “how” or “why” questions. 
Example: “Why are there so few women DBA students?”
2. Data Analysis using jamovi
a. Handout 19: Data analysis using jamovi
b. Handout 13: Which relational benefits are more important to frequent guests?
c. Handout 14: Data analysis plan



Day 4 (6 February)
___________________________________________________________________________
Day 4: Proposal Presentations and Skills Development
1. Review and Feedback
2. Research Proposal Presentations
3. Skills Development

