Enhancing children’s language development through storytelling

[bookmark: _Int_ZKuJkRym]In this study I will be discussing and analysing the advantages that storytelling has for young children, not only for their language development but also holistically. Furthermore, I will be evaluating 4 key points within this paper that link between both storytelling and children’s development with literacy. The 4 key areas I will be focusing this paper on will be props, reputation, expressive gestures, and digital literacy. In addition, this paper will examine how  relevant theories and frameworks highlight the significance of both traditional and digital storytelling. Speaker (no date) agrees that children are involved contributors to their own language attainment however, they believe that language development theories go beyond this. Speaker (no date) believes that children’s language acquisition can be developed when the child is presented with storytelling and can enhance their oracy and literacy skills as well as their holistic development. 

Expressive gestures
[bookmark: _Int_HQt0ZUsf]Wicke (2020) shows that when story is being told to children, parents or carers and practitioners alike should tell the story to in a way the story feels real by use of motion, space, time, and expression. This allows children to explore the story physically and emotionally which can really make the story come alive.
This will come at a great benefit to support children’s development to let them explore and understand their emotions. 
Fire story (2022) emphasises the ability of expressive gestures during storytelling.
[bookmark: _Int_pbnLVjOR]Elaborating on this, facial expressions and gestures and also tone of voice can expand and boost the emotional impact of storytelling on children and how it can provide more educational opportunities and experiences for children.
[bookmark: _Int_NxhK95jq]Ruhlemann (2024) indicates that expressive gestures is an impactful and key factor in storytelling. They also suggest that when children can see these types of expressive gestures, they will learn to copy these gestures themselves when reading a story and use them themselves Ruhlemann (2024).

According to Fire story, (2022) is that body language and passion through movement, can really gain the attention of children, and they can also view the turning points of the story through these expressive gestures (Fire story, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_rOHmx73K][bookmark: _Int_TNVidm9y][bookmark: _Int_7vw9TB6e]Leading on to another reason that expressive gestures is beneficial during telling a story, is that its very important to the activity as it is one the most integral aspects of language and literacy. This is due to the fact that it helps children to learn to speak, understand the overall structure of the story, social emotional growth, and also the creative thinking aspect is then further developed (Ingov, 2020). BBC (No Date) states that, by 18 weeks of the baby being in the womb, their ears can actually send signals of sounds from their surroundings and they also develop the recognition of the sound of their mother's voice and research shows that early language development may begin from birth (BBC, No Date). To go into further detail on this, not only can the baby in the womb learn language but it also learns the distinctive characteristics of the mother’s voice (Parteanen, No Date). Furthermore, not only does it provide many different benefits to children’s language development, but it can also encourage children to be more attentive and concentrate more by listening, which means a child's use of vocabulary and words may expand further to their language which will overall assist with children's oral language skills (Afif, 2021). Storytelling through expressive gestures can encourage children to develop a connection by looking at pictures that they can then adapt into words and sentences (Kid Sense, 2024).




Digital literacy 

The Digital competence Framework for Wales (No Date), proposes that when children learn and adapt digital skills that they can develop other and newer skills, such as communication, collaborative skills and improve their creativity, As of recent years its quite apparent that the fact that digital literacy can provide new ways for children to develop ICT skills such as problem solving and building eye-hand coordination and critical thinking which can help children’s overall cognitive development (Ferrari, 2012).

The digital framework which states, schools should use digital competence throughout the school curriculum, digital literacy and different digital schemes provide great advantages to develop many skills in children (Ferrari, 2012). This framework believes that digital competence helps schools to achieve good outcomes with learning, grades and overall skill development which can help children in the future with technology and ICT skills.
Something else to mention is that not just children can it help to learn to problem solve but it can also allow myself in gather greater storytelling skills, this means I can make use of my digital competence and abilities through storytelling by using such capabilities to engage with children and in everyday activities that will help children’s overall development reading and speaking skills. (The Digital competence Framework for Wales, No Date). Steiner (2016) believe that the inclusion of ICT skills will provide a greater help to children in order become active learners, but these tools can and should be adjusted to children's ability and pace, and this should be tracked and tweaked over a period of time to ensure its being used to the best standard (Sabiri, 2019).

[bookmark: _Int_nPI4sJxk][bookmark: _Int_ffnAh42i]Another factor is that this source states that teachers and parents/carers do not have enough or the correct resources and training to be able to provide the safest and best practices for children to learn about technology (Sabiri, 2019). Aubrey & Dahl (2015) and Levy and Marsh (2011), both agree that more commonly nowadays, young children are exposed and surrounded by digital technology at an early age but they know that parents/carers are a duty to protect children from the dangers internet, which can hinder their time progression with these digital skills. In addition to this Wohlwend (No Date) argues that some children are attached to technology which in some case mean children are not exposed to play or do not have enough of play tine which can inhibit children’s development in other areas.



Puppets and props

Peck (2022) suggests that storytelling allows for children to inherently improve both their language and literacy skills instinctively and helps children to use the language more prominently. Another suggestion is Peck (2022)
states that children also will progress their critical thinking skills which can allow children in to read more complicated stories later.

[bookmark: _Int_6Fggr2y2]It is commonly said that when using puppet or props within storytelling that it further expands the level of children's early oral language ability it can then also improve when they are in the later years of childhood, with reading comprehension (Puppet play and story days, No Date). Some children may gain confidence and learn to retell the story to their friends, practitioners or parents which would motivate children to use the correct grammar, newly discovered words and to use longer answers (Puppet play and story days, No Date).).
[bookmark: _Int_ebjhJgPr]In other words, children will become more enthusiastic if puppets and props are used in children's learning process in the early years.

[bookmark: _Int_BcloLhyW]The Maslow theory underlines the significance of feeling a sense of belonging and how children's emotions and needs are crucial for children to feel incorporated, being and feeling a part of a group of children, being accepted and that children feel included in any environment (Mcleo, 2024). Another Factor is that Maslow hierarchy of needs suggest is that not only does a child feel a sense of inclusion and fellowship which in term, helps children’s emotional development, but it can also support emotional well-being and then physical health also. (Samule, 2023).

[bookmark: _Int_YCdPqCyk]Puppets and props can also be credited for the feeling of a sense of familiarity, acceptance and and inclusion which help attachment in children. Following this, when children see characters from a story feeling sad, angry, or happy children can directly correlate and connect with to these emotions themselves. Puppets during storytelling will further help children to feel and build sense of empathy (Puppet play and story days, No Date).

The New curriculum for Wales framework (2022), is a statutory guide that all schools in Wales must adhere to, it states that literature supports imagination and inspires creativity and they also suggest that schools in Wales should advance and elaborate children's speaking abilities before focusing on children's writing as they believe it will be a much more influential factor involved in children's life now and in the future.

Edna waidell cravitz (No Date) argues that parents/carers or practitioners do not need props to a make a point and tell a good story, they believe that props and puppets can disturb and deflect children. To expand on this, children may have the majority if not all their focus and attention on the object's apposed to the timeline and key factors of the story. Edna waidell cravitz (No Date), also believes that some stories do not necessarily need props, and that body language and tone of voice is more integral to keeping children engaged in the story. Kuala (2021) also agrees body language and gestures should always be the main centre of attention when it comes to storytelling.

Fauziah (2022) also agrees that puppets and props through storytelling is one the most constructive ways in developing children’s language and communication. They go on to suggest it can also help children increase their sense of curiosity and interest which then supports children's imaginative, artistic, and creative skills (Fauziah, 2022).
Afiif (2021) suggests that puppets and props is a favourable approach to tell a story to children and that it also allows younger children in the important early years to build and improve their language and engagement skills.

Another point to note is that using puppets and props when telling a story can support children to really engage in on the story, one example is the characters names and personalities as well as the setting, where the story and such other details. To go into more detail on this, it can help children to envision and imagine the story with help the actions the practitioner or parents/ carers may be incorporating. (Puppet play and story days, no date). One other study also highlights that using puppets through storytelling can increase children's development of language as it supports children to learn how to communicate with others and makes use of storytelling as practice (Peck, 2020).

Repetition

[bookmark: _Int_nBhXQtZC]Steiner theory suggests that repetition and rhythm should be incorporated into children's lives throughout their academic and home life as it is one of the most major principles for children's development and understanding (The Education Hub, 2020). Having a routine such as telling a story at bedtime or within school hours or having a daily routine at school and home can give children their own reassurance of their safety and security, whether they are at home or in school. (The Education Hub, 2020).

[bookmark: _Int_3sqadDiP][bookmark: _Int_qmzVjIx1]BBC (2025) states children and babies need stories with repetition to understand and absorb unfamiliar words. When babies hear these words phrases and sentences, they make connections with the words and various objects with such repetition it makes it easier for them to grasp. Children do not often understand and learn words straight away, they tend to learn unfamiliar words when their parents/career speak and explain directly or indirectly with them around, with the basis being what it is their doing and what is happening. Elaborating on this point, if babies or children are asked such or related questions, they will understand the pattern as its has been repeated so often (BBC 2025). Montessori theory proposes that repetition is one of the most integral notions as it allows children’s brains to strengthen and build memorable connections and relations (The Montessori Academy 2017).

One key reason that repetition is extremely important for literacy and such other areas of education is due to the fact it can strengthen all learning aspects which means children can form good and varied level of associations which is imperative to establish these new connections which in turn allows children to read with great skill (The Literacy Architects, 2025). The Literacy Architects (2025) mentions that repetition has a power to help children thrive in many different areas and it has a significant effect for a prolonged period on their brain development and growth.
Repetition can improve children's reading and writing but it can improve children's overall confidence, self belief, and cognitive ability.

[bookmark: _Int_6sNud1uN][bookmark: _Int_t4Ey8nf7]In the early stages of a child's life both parents/careers and practitioners should show what words that are being repeated within a story with either highlighting or pointing, as this allows children to not only hear the words but see them also (Queensland's Government, 2023). Penguin (2020) explains that pointing at words while reading stories to children that they will start to recognise the words and pay more attention to these words that are being repeated in the story. This will enable them to learn how to read and write more words and build a better vocabulary. Repetition is a highly effective way to guarantee that children learn grammatical structure, sentences, letters, and words (Penguin, 2020).

[bookmark: _Int_ptwh4JwZ]A child’s babbling is also heavily affected by a newborns social and educational environment and that a child's environment will continue to have an important purpose in converting a child's babbling into structured language.
Bergelson (2020), agree that when adults respond to children sounds such as babbling it can support children to start vocalizing more word which can practically support children language development. Bergelson (2020), also agree that when adult respond to children sounds such as babbling it can support children to start vocalizing more word which can practically support children language development.


Conclusion 
To conclude, storytelling is vital children's writing and reading skills; also their digital literacy. A lot of theory shows the significance of learning and building functional skills and bonds through storytelling then directly affect a child’s development cognitively and educationally. The digital literacy side of storytelling is also a massive contributing factor in both positive and potentially negative ways towards a child’s development in learning both at home and educational surroundings
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