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 Plan for Research (750 Words)
· Identifying the Legal Issues: 
Negligence: The core issue is whether Barry Bottleman owed a duty of care, breached that duty, and if that breach caused the injuries suffered by Sarah, Jack, Mary, and Janice. 
Duty of Care: 
Did Barry owe a duty of care to attendees? (Likely yes, as an event organizer).
Was the duty breached by the fireworks malfunction and lack of crowd control?
Consider Occupiers' Liability Act 1957 and 1984.
Breach of Duty: 
Was the risk of injury foreseeable?
Did Barry take reasonable steps to prevent harm? (Consider standard of care).
Did the firework company also breach their duty of care?
Causation: 
"But for" test: Would the injuries have occurred but for Barry's negligence?
Was the damage a foreseeable consequence of the breach?
Remoteness of Damage: 
Were the types of injuries suffered too remote from the breach?
Nervous Shock (Psychiatric Injury): 
Mary and Janice's claims for psychiatric injury require analysis of primary vs. secondary victims.
Consider the Alcock criteria.
Jacks PTSD.
Bobs Psychosis.
Intervening Acts: 
Bobs actions, and how this affects the chain of causation.
Vicarious Liability: 
Was the firework company a contractor?


Research Strategy: 
Primary Sources: 
Case law on negligence, duty of care, breach, causation, and psychiatric injury (e.g., Donoghue v Stevenson, Caparo v Dickman, Alcock v Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police, Page v Smith).
Donoghue v Stevenson (1932) ‘one must take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions that could reasonably injure one’s neighbour. Attendees are Barry’s ‘neighbours’ – Caparo v Dickman (1990) – Foreseeability Proximity and reasonableness
Relevant legislation: Occupiers' Liability Act 1957 and 1984, Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974.
Secondary Sources: 
Legal textbooks on tort law.
Academic journals and articles on negligence, psychiatric injury, and event safety.
Government reports and publications on event safety regulations.
Search Terms: 
"Negligence event organiser"
"Psychiatric injury secondary victim"
"Occupiers liability festival"
"Crowd stampede liability"
"Fireworks malfunction negligence"
"Intervening act causation tort"
Structure the Plan: 
Outline the key legal issues.
Describe the research methods you will use.
List the primary and secondary sources you intend to consult.
Explain how I will analyse the research findings.

1. Identification and Refinement of Legal Issues
· This research will commence with the identification of the central legal issue: the potential liability of Barry Bottleman in negligence for the physical and psychiatric injuries incurred at the "Time Stomp" festival.
· The primary issue will be dissected into its constituent elements, including duty of care, breach of duty, causation, and remoteness.
· Particular attention will be paid to the complexities arising from claims of psychiatric injury and the intervening act of Bob.
· The potential applicability of Occupiers' Liability legislation will also be examined.
· Preliminary research will be conducted to refine the identified issues, focusing on specific sub-issues and potential points of contention.
· For example, under "breach of duty," the research will investigate the specific standards expected of event organisers about fireworks safety and crowd control.
· The research will consider the HSE guidelines concerning event planning and firework displays.
· Furthermore, the legal definition of an occupier, and how this relates to large-scale events, will be explored.
· Potential defences that Barry Bottleman could raise, such as contributory negligence will be considered.
· The research will also examine the specific legislation that may apply to the firework display and the company that conducted it.
· A focused research question will be formulated to guide the inquiry. For instance: "To what extent is an event organiser liable for physical and psychiatric injuries sustained by attendees due to a combination of fireworks malfunction, inadequate crowd control, and intervening acts?"
2. Detailed Description of Research Methods
· The primary research method will be doctrinal legal research, which involves the analysis of legal rules and principles through case law and legislation.
· Key cases will be systematically analysed, with a focus on identifying the facts, issues, and decisions.
· Relevant legal principles will be extracted and applied to the festival scenario.
· Different judicial approaches will be compared.
· The Occupiers' Liability Acts and the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 will be subjected to close textual analysis.
· Where feasible, a comparative analysis of English law with other jurisdictions regarding event safety and psychiatric injury will be conducted.
· The research will adopt a critical approach, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the law.
· The social, economic, and ethical implications of the legal principles will be considered.
· An interdisciplinary approach will be employed, incorporating insights from disciplines such as sociology and psychology to understand crowd behaviour and trauma.
· Publications from safety and risk management professionals will be sought.
· The credibility and reliability of sources will be rigorously evaluated.
· Priority will be given to peer-reviewed academic journals and reputable legal publishers.
· Government reports and publications will be evaluated in relation to their relevance to the scenario.
3. List of Primary and Secondary Sources
· Primary Sources: 
Case Law -
· Donoghue v Stevenson (1932): Its significance in establishing the modern law of negligence will be examined.
· Caparo v Dickman (1990): The three-stage test and its application will be detailed.
· Alcock v Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police (1992): The specific criteria for secondary victims and their implications will be discussed.
· Page v Smith (1996): The distinction between primary and secondary victims in psychiatric injury claims will be explained.
· Wagon Mound (No. 1) (1961): The test for remoteness of damage will be explained.
· Bolton v Stone (1951): The magnitude of risk test will be detailed.
· Other relevant cases on occupiers' liability, intervening acts, and vicarious liability will be included.
Legislation: 
· Occupiers' Liability Act 1957: Its provisions regarding the duty owed to lawful visitors will be explained.
· Occupiers' Liability Act 1984: Its provisions regarding the duty owed to trespassers will be explained.
· Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974: The general duties of employers and occupiers will be explained.
· Any specific legislation regarding firework displays and event planning will be included.
· Government Publications: 
· HSE publications regarding event safety and firework safety will be consulted.
· Relevant reports from the Home Office or other government agencies will be sought.
Secondary Sources: 
· Legal Textbooks: 
· Specific textbooks on tort law
· These textbooks will be used to gain a comprehensive understanding of the law.
· Academic Journals: 
· Relevant journals, such as the "Cambridge Law Journal," "Oxford Journal of Legal Studies," or "The Modern Law Review," will be consulted.
· Articles on negligence, psychiatric injury, and event safety will be sought.
· Articles: 
· Articles relating to crowd control and event risk assessments will be sought.
· Articles relating to the psychological impact of large-scale traumatic events will be sought.
4. Explanation of Research Analysis
· Information from different sources will be synthesised to develop a coherent argument.
· Relevant legal principles will be applied to the specific facts of the festival scenario.
· The law will be critically evaluated, and areas of uncertainty or inconsistency will be identified.
· The policy implications of different legal interpretations will be considered.
· Arguments will be developed and supported with evidence from the research.
· Potential counterarguments will be addressed, and reasoned responses will be provided.
· The findings will be organised in a logical and coherent manner.
· The key themes and sub-themes that will be explored will be outlined.

