Lecture 3:  HP17016 Archive exercise
Lecture date: Monday 19th October 2026
Compile a list of three to five archival sources relating to your chosen topic. Practise the correct referencing style for your chosen sources, and provide a brief commentary about their content and utility.
My chosen subject is Thomas Clarkson (1760 – 1846) who was a leading English abolitionist. Although he was never a Member of Parliament, he was a close ally of William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833) the M.P. for Hull who was widely recognised as ‘the leading light’ of the fight for slave abolition in Parliament. Clarkson was responsible for gathering evidence both tangible and intangible, to aid the fight against the slave trade.
Archive sources:
Cambridge University
St John’s College Library
 Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-79 (Copy letter from Thomas Clarkson to Joseph Pease dated 13th June 1843 discussing the freedom given to slaves in India and the desirability of purchasing Indian cotton as opposed to cotton from the USA which was grown through the use of slave labour)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/records/Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-79] 


Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-98 (Letter from Thomas Clarkson to Judge O’Neall, an American judge outlining why on religious reasons slavery must end)[footnoteRef:2] [2: https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/search/all:records/0_50/all/score_desc/thomas%20clarkson%20letter%20to%20judge%20o'neall] 


Clarkson/Folder – 1 – 5/Doc-72 (Draft of a speech dated September 1840, which was given by Clarkson in Ipswich. The draft outlines a slave’s life and states that crimes against slaves are not counted as crimes.)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/search/all:records/0_50/all/score_desc/thomas%20clarkson%20draft%20speech%20ipswich%201840] 





