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Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) is surveillance that utilises video cameras to monitor a target area (Goold, 2004). It is a situational crime prevention strategy meaning a target area has increased levels of surveillance to focus on the time, location and how a crime is committed (Welsh and Farrington, 2009). Situational crime prevention strategies prevent crime by altering the environment to increase the perception of the offender that there is an increased risk of being caught (Clarke, 1995). 
The purpose of CCTV is to investigate, deter and detect all crime from offences such theft of a vehicle all they way to terrorism offences. It also has the aim of reducing the public’s fear of crime as well as increasing the public’s feeling of safety (Gerrard et al, 2007).
A weakness of CCTV is that the general evidence of its effectiveness in having an effect in reducing all forms of crime is very weak (Gill and Spriggs, 2005). Private CCTV footage can sometimes be handed in to law enforcement late and therefore may delay and have other negative effects on the progress. The process of gathering CCTV evidence is long as not all cameras are manned 24/7 (Haines, 2010). CCTV relies on manual operators who may lack the skill necessary. According to the Police Foundation (2014), handling of CCTV evidence has been a large weakness. 
Public transport includes buses, trains and trams. In the year 2019/20 robbery was 10% of the crime committed in relation to buses and theft was 46% of crime in a bus environment. One study found that there was a 23% crime reduction when CCTV was present on public transport. However, in a meta-analysis of CCTV on public transport were seen as insignificant (Piza et al, 2019). This suggests the effects of CCTV on public transport is inconsistent and therefore inconclusive.
London underground has received funding to add CCTV to all car parks. Statistics show that in the year 2016/17 there was approximately 10,726 crimes reported. In 2019/20 crime numbers had almost doubled at 20,631 (Statista, 2022). The lack of effectiveness of CCTV in the London Underground was specifically identified 12 months after CCTV was installed. This suggests that CCTV may work short term as a deterrent, but after a while people may become unthreatened by its presence. 
The term housing refers to buildings and the courtyard of a residential house. In one evaluation of 10 housing estates, it was found that CCTV only had a significant effect on reducing crime in 2 of the housing estates. There was no crime displacement or diffusion of benefits found in 6 of the evaluations of the use of CCTV in a housing environment (Piza et al, 2019). The data therefore suggests that CCTV has no significant impact in a housing context.
A residential area is referring to application of CCTV in a wider area such as streets and other public areas in a residential neighbourhood. This does not include the housing. In a meta-analysis of 16 studies of CCTV being used in a wider residential context, 5 of the studies reported a significant a statistically significant effect in reducing crime numbers. Overall crime numbers were reduced by 12% in the target areas compared to the control areas (Piza et al, 2019). The evidence may suggest that using CCTV in a residential area yields more successful results than a purely using CCTV in a housing environment.
Car parks can in some instances achieve or get close to 100% CCTV coverage. CCTV in car parks were seen as being effective as the levels of coverage is high. The target was vehicle crime (Woodhouse, 2010). Piza et al (2019) found a 37% reduction in vehicle crime in the treatment areas compared to the control groups. Suggesting CCTV to be effective, evidence supported by the College of Policing (2022) states that when paired with other crime prevention techniques such as improved lighting, crime is reduced by 51%. 
Violent crime covers many offences such as common assault, battery and includes murder. There was significant reduction in violent crime when CCTV was present in Burnley (Armitage et al, 1999). However, Piza et al (2019) found that there was no statistical impact on violent crime when CCTV was present even though violent crime was the most frequently reported crime in a 76 study meta-analysis. This suggests that CCTV may not even be a consideration for someone of the mental state willing to harm another.
CCTV being effective in car parks supports its effectiveness in targeting vehicle crime. A meta-analysis of 76 studies found that vehicle crime is the second most frequently reported crime. It was discovered that CCTV reduced vehicle crime by 14%. The United Kingdom being the most effective country in using CCTV to tackle vehicle crime (Piza et al, 2019). This may suggest that if paired with other crime prevention techniques such as increased police patrols, like in car parks, it may reduce vehicle crime further. 
There are numerous types of drug offence, these include possession and possession with intent to supply (CPS, 2017). A meta-analysis of 6 studies was carried out and it found that drug related crimes in areas using CCTV was reduced by 20% (Piza et al, 2019). It was found that displacement was present when CCTV was introduced as a drug crime deterrent and detector. This suggests that albeit drug offences are reduced in the CCTV areas, displacement is present meaning the crime is not completely reduce, therefore the numbers in the meta-analysis do not tell the full story.
In terms of property crime, CCTV has been significantly effective in reducing crime in residential areas, but no effect was seen in a housing context (Piza et al, 2019). Property crimes include vandalism, property damage, burglary, theft, and arson (NIJ, 2022). Piza et al (2019) found that property crime was the second most reduced offence when CCTV was used. Property crime was reduced by approximately 14%. The evidence shows CCTV does have a positive impact on crime reduction however only 14% which means there is room for improvement. 
It can be concluded that CCTV is most effective in car parks and when targeting vehicle crime. It is best when there is high coverage and is paired with other crime prevention techniques (Police Foundation, 2014). CCTV has weaknesses such as its handling as evidence and in some instances the evidence to suggest it reduces all types of crime is week (Police Foundation, 2014; Gill and Spriggs, 2005). This is supported by Piza et al (2019) who found that CCTV had both positive impact in some cases whilst having little to none in others.
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