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MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology 

History of Astrology 

Week 8: The Twentieth Century 

Weekly Description and Reading, Nick Campion 
The ‘revival’ of astrology in the twentieth century is a phenomenon remarked upon by many cultural 
commentators, but is little understood. In terms of potentially significant developments in the 
twentieth century, there are three principal strands to consider:  
 

1. The development of a psychological astrology, building on theosophical origins and adapting 
(primarily Jungian) psychology  

2. The spread of mass astrology through sun-sign columns and books.  
3. The programme of scientific research into astrology by sympathizers, chiefly Michel 

Gauquelin (as opposed to hostile scientific inquiry based on the assumption that astrology’s 
claims are false). 

 
Each of these developments may be seen as an attempt to reform an astrology which was otherwise 
seen as technically or interpetatively deficient. The spread of mass astrology might be seen as also 
an attempt to popularise it. And both that and the development of psychological astrology can be 
viewed as attempts to create a modern language for astrology.  
 
Other issues which may be pertinent such as attitudes to professionalisation amongst astrologers, 
religious and ideological affiliations, the search for technical perfection (e.g. interest in classical and 
medieval astrology (for some, a response to the perceived deficiencies of modern psychological 
astrology); the belief that some astrological techniques can be proved to work, others disproved) or 
ideological purity (e.g. exclusive definitions of astrology as ‘science’, ‘divination’ or ‘psychology’, 
which preclude other possibilities). 
 
This class will consider these phenomena, asking whether astrology can be considered as an 
anachronistic survival in the modern world or as an integral component of modernism. As such it 
draws on the discussion of modernism and post-modernism in the Introduction module. There is 
also an overlap with material in the New Age module.  
 
Additional strands of astrology which are less well-documented and hardly noticed by academics 
include those of magical and pagan groups.  
 
Although the academic reading this week is light (due to the sparse nature of contemporary 
scholarship in astrology), the potential amount of source material is huge. You therefore need to 
exercise your discretion in deciding which areas to pursue.  
 

Required Reading 
Campion, A Cultural History of Western Astrology, Vol. 2, chaps 16-19. 
PDFs 
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Campion, Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the extent and 
nature of contemporary belief in astrology', PhD thesis, University of the West of England, 2004, 
chaps 6-7, 10-14. 
 

Within the On-Line Library 
 
Optional Reading: On line 

Bauer, John and Durant, Martin, ‘British Public Perceptions of Astrology: An Approach from the 
Sociology of Knowledge’, Culture and Cosmos 1997, Vol. 1 no 1, pp. 55-72. 

ON LINE LIBRARY CULTURE AND COSMOS 

Campion, Nicholas, 'The Traditional Revival in Modern Astrology: a Preliminary History', Astrology 
Quarterly, Vol. 74 no 1, Winter 2003, pp. 28-38.  

http://www.astrolodge.co.uk/astro/quarterly/articlesto07/traditionalrevival.html 

Curry, Patrick, ‘Grounding the Stars’, in Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, 2007, 
Vol 1 no 2, pp. 210-9. 

http://www.patrickcurry.co.uk/papers.htm 

Feher, Shoshanah, ‘Who Looks to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency’, Journal for the Scientific 
Study of Religion, Vol. 31, No. 1 (Mar., 1992), pp. 88-93. 

JSTOR 

Feher, Shoshanah, 'Who Holds the Cards? Women and New Age Astrology?, in Lewis, James R., and 
Melton, J. Gordon, Perspectives on the New Age, Albany: State University of New York Press 1992, 
pp. 179-188. 

PDF 

Head, Raymond, ‘Holst - Astrology and Modernism in 'The Planets', Tempo, New Series, No. 187 
(Dec., 1993), pp. 15-22. 

JSTOR 

Diemert, Brian, ‘The Trials of Astrology in T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land": A Gloss on Lines 57-59’, 
Journal of Modern Literature, Vol. 22, No. 1 (Autumn, 1998), pp. 175-181. 

JSTOR 

Nederman, Cary J. and James Wray Goulding, ‘Popular Occultism and Critical Social Theory: Exploring 
Some Themes in Adorno's Critique of Astrology and the Occult’, Sociological Analysis, Vol. 42, No. 4 
(Winter, 1981), pp. 325-332. 

JSTOR 

Zoller, Robert, Marc Edmund Jones and New Age Astrology in America, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 2 
no 2, Autumn/Winter 1998, pp 39-57. 

ON LINE LIBRARY CULTURE AND COSMOS 

BOOKS: TO BUY OR BORROW IF YOU CHOOSE TO SPECIALISE IN THIS PERIOD 

Christino, Karen, Foreseeing the Future: Evangeline Adams and Astrology in America, Amherst MA, 
Onereed Publications, 2002. 

Farnell Kim, The Astral Tramp: A Biography of Sepharial, London: Ascella Publications, 1998. 

Farnell, Kim, Flirting with the Zodiac, Bournemouth: The Wessex Astrologer, 2007. 

http://www.astrolodge.co.uk/astro/quarterly/articlesto07/traditionalrevival.html
http://www.patrickcurry.co.uk/papers.htm
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Hand, Robert, 'Foreword' in Barclay, Horary Astrology Rediscovered, West Chester PA: Whitford 
Press, 1990, pp 13-18 

Holden, James H., and Hughes, Robert A., Astrological Pioneers of America, Tempe, Arizona: 
American Federation of Astrologers 1988. 

Howe, Ellic, Urania’s Children: The Strange World of the Astrologers, William Kimber, London 1967 
(republished as Astrology: A Recent History Including the untold Story of its Role in World War II, 
New York:: Walker and Company 1968.) 

Long, Carolyn Morrow, Spiritual Merchants: religion, magic and commerce, Koxville: University of 
Texas Press 2001. 

Parker, Derek, The Question of Astrology: A Personal Investigation, London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
1970. 

Perkins, Maureen, The Reform of Time: Magic and Modernity, London: Pluto Press, 2001. 

Phillipson, Garry, Astrology in the Year Zero, London: Flare Publications 2000.  

Seminal Astrological Texts 

Rudhyar, Dane, The Astrology of Personality, New York: Lucis Trust 1936.  

If any book can be considered the foundation of modern psychological astrology, Rudhyar’s The 
Astrology of Personality may have the best claim. 

Goodman, Linda, Linda Goodman's Sun Signs, London: George G, Harrap 1970. 

This was not the first sun-sign book, but it was a best-seller which dealt with the personality types of 
the zodiac signs in greater detail than any previous work. 

Alan Leo 

 

Other Astrological Texts 
Influential astrological authors in the modern English-speaking world include John Addey, Charles 
Carter, Rob Hand, Manley Palmer Hall, Max Heindel, Isabel Hickey, Margaret Hone, Charles Jayne, 
Marc-Edmund Jones, Alan Oken, Sepharial, Vivian Robson, Howard Sasportas. There are of course, 
many more. For the purposes of investigating attitudes to astrology amongst astrologers, ‘non-
influential’ astrologers may be important. 
 
A number of books on the nature of astrology were published in the 1980s and 1990s. These 
included: 
 
Elwell, Dennis, Cosmic Loom: The New Science of Astrology, revised edition, London: Urania Trust 
1999.  
 
Greene, Liz, The Astrology of Fate, London, George Allen and Unwin 1984. 
Harding, Michael, Hymns to the Ancient Gods, London: Penguin Arkana, 1994.  
 

Web 
This is one class when students can make free use of the web. Any web site may indicate 
contemporary attitudes to astrology. Your critical eye, though, should be attuned to the sense that 
the mass of astrology you find on the web is indicative, not authoritative. That is, such sites are 
evidence which may indicate something about the nature, function, role or appeal of astrology, but 
nothing they contain can be regarded as authoritative. 
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You should see astrology on the web being in two forms: (1) astrology sites which provide 
information on what astrologers are thinking and doing and (2) sites which include commentaries on 
astrology. Much of the material on the latter sites is extremely valuable but should not (and I say this 
without insulting the owners and moderators of those web sites) be regarded as authoritative or 
academic. The reason is the high level of polemic and rhetoric.  
 
http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar 
'khaldea', the web site maintained by Michael R. Meyer, has a number of Dane Rudhyar's 
publications on line as part of its Rudhyar archive project as well as biographical notes. 
 
http://solsticepoint.com/astrologersmemorial/ 
The site maintained by Donna Cunningham which includes tributes to deceased astrologers. 
 
CURA: The International Astrology Research Centre 
http://cura.free.fr/# 
http://cura.free.fr/articles.html 
Maintained by Patrice Guinard, this site is a superb collection of articles by influential modern 
astrologers and commentators on astrology. 
http://www.astrozero.co.uk/articles/articles.htm 
 
This is Garry Phillipson’s web site, an evolution from his book, Astrology in the Year Zero. Scroll down 
this page and you will find a series of interviews. If you are to prioritise your reading, Dennis Elwell, 
Mike Harding, Rob Hand and Bernard Eccles may be most immediately relevant. 
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/books.html 
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/texts.html 
 
These two URLs are pages within Deborah Houlding’s Skyscript site. The emphasis is on technical 
astrology, but there is much information of relevance to discussions on the nature of astrology. Most 
of the older texts listed are not directly relevant to this module, but low down the ‘books’ page is a 
list of interviews, some of which are duplicated on the Astrozero page.  
http://rudolfhsmit.nl/index.html 
 
Astrology-and-science.com is a comprehensive reference area for links and information related to 
the scientific investigation of astrology in the late twentieth century. You should NOT become 
sidetracked into questions of whether astrology is true or false. We are concerned about the 
phenomenon and, in this sense, for the purposes of the MA, scientific investigations of astrology 
exist within a cultural framework. 
http://www.mountainastrologer.com 
 
The Mountain Astrologer, one of the biggest selling ‘serious’ astrological journals, if not the biggest. 
Kochunas, Brad, ‘Why Astrology Works’. 
http://www.mountainastrologer.com/standards/editor's%20choice/articles/why_ast.html 
http://www.stand.cz/astrologie/czech/texty/rez-ru-a/rez-ru-a.htm 
 
A very useful article on The Meaning of Humanistic Astrology by Alexander Ruperti.  
http://www.asabovesobelow.com/creativeastrology/AD%20Intro.htm 
American astrologer Jeff Jawer on 'Experiential Astrology'. 
 
Many astrologers have web sites. You might find material of interest on some, such as  
Greg Bogart http://pweb.jps.net/~gbogart/ 

http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar
http://solsticepoint.com/astrologersmemorial/
http://cura.free.fr/
http://cura.free.fr/articles.html
http://www.astrozero.co.uk/articles/articles.htm
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/books.html
http://www.skyscript.co.uk/texts.html
http://rudolfhsmit.nl/index.html
http://www.mountainastrologer.com/
http://www.mountainastrologer.com/standards/editor%27s%20choice/articles/why_ast.html
http://www.stand.cz/astrologie/czech/texty/rez-ru-a/rez-ru-a.htm
http://www.asabovesobelow.com/creativeastrology/AD%20Intro.htm
http://pweb.jps.net/~gbogart/
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Glenn Perry 
http://www.aaperry.com 
 

Astrology Societies 
The following websites will introduce you to the world of organized astrology in the USA and UK. The 
question of the use of the web by such groups is one which has concerned both sociologists and 
students of modern culture. 
 

http://www.astrologicalassociation.com The Astrological Association 

http://www.astrolodge.co.uk. The Astrological Lodge of London  

http://www.geocosmic.org. The National Council for Geocosmic Research  

http://www.isarastrology.com. The International Society for Astrological Research  

 

Science and Scepticism 
This material examines the rise of positivist views of astrology, in particular the results obtained by 
Michel Gauquelin (1928-1991) who, together with François Gauquelin (1929-2006???????), found 
statistically significant correlations between the diurnal positions of five planets [including the 
Moon] at birth and professional eminence, largely in accord with traditional astrological symbolism 
(e.g. Mars and athletes, Jupiter and politicans, Saturn and scientists, etc.). The most famous of these 
has become known as the “Mars effect”. The Gauquelins then related these findings to personality 
by extracting character traits from biographies of eminent individuals. Other results pointed to a 
tendency to inherit similar planetary placements (when significant) from one’s parents. Subsequent 
attempts to replicate these results have thrown some doubt on the character-trait work and 
planetary heredity, but the eminence results have survived several replications, including both the 
notorious attempt by the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal in 
the 1970s to prove otherwise and more thorough and capable tests by Suitbert Ertel. Recently Geoff 
Dean has attempted (unconvincingly) to explain the effect as resulting from parents recording 
auspicious birth-times for their children. So Gauquelin’s basic results continue to be a problem for 
both scientists and, given their uselessness in actual practice, astrologers. More broadly, there are 
issues here of the way rhetorical context (cultural, social and political) influences and perhaps even 
constitutes ‘scientific truth’. 
 

Reading 

Lehman, Lee J., ‘Tiptoeing through the Method: An Historical Review of Empiricism in Astrology, 
1990-1991’, Astrological Journal, Vol. 36 no 1, Jan/Feb. 1994, pp 60-68. 

PDF ON-LINE LIBRARY 

Hansen, George P., “CSICOP and the Skeptics: An Overview”, Journal of the American Society for 
Psychical Research 86 (Jan, 1992); online at http://www.ibmpcug.co.uk/~irdial/scicop.pdf 

Klass, Philip J, Crybaby 

http://www.skepticfiles.org/misctext/crybaby.htm 

Pinch, T.J. and Collins, H.M., “Private Science and Public Knowledge: The Committee for the Scientific 
Investigation of the Claims of the Paranormal and its Use of the Literature,” Social Studies of Science 
14 (1984), 521-546. 

http://www.aaperry.com/
http://www.astrologixcalassociation.com/
http://www.astrolodge.co.uk/
http://www.geocosmic.org/
http://www.isarastrology.com/
http://www.ibmpcug.co.uk/~irdial/scicop.pdf
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JSTOR 

Rawlins, Dennis, “sTarbaby”, Fate (1981) 34(10): 67-99. 

http://cura.free.fr/xv/14starbb.html 

 

WEB SITES 

A brief chronological summary of the Mars Effect controversy online at 
http://members.aol.com/kirving/marchron.htm 

And see http://www.zeteticism.org/ 

For recent exchanges between Geoff Dean and Suitbert Ertel concerning the former’s new 
explanation of the Gauquelin results, see the sceptical scientific website online at www.astrology-
research.net 

BOOKS AND ARTICLES: TO BUY OR BORROW IF YOU CHOOSE TO SPECIALISE IN THIS AREA: 

Clark, Jerome, “The CSICOP”, pp. 56-59 in Clark, Jerome (ed.), Encyclopedia of Strange and 
Unexplained Physical Phenomena (Detroit, MI: Gale Research, Inc., 1993). 

Culver, Roger B., and Ianna, Philip A. (1988), Astrology: True or False? A Scientific Evaluation, revised 
edition, Buffalo, New York, Prometheus Books. 

Curry, Patrick, “Research on the Mars Effect”, Zetetic Scholar 9 (1982) 34-53, 78-83. 

Dean, Geoffrey, “Attribution: a pervasive new artifact in the Gauquelin data”, Astrology Under 
Scrutiny, 13:1 & 2 (2000); including comments by Suitbert Ertel and reply by Geoffrey Dean. 

Ertel, Suitbert and Kenneth Irving, The Tenacious Mars Effect (London: Urania  

Trust: 1997). 

Eysenck, Hans and David Nias, Astrology: Science or Superstition?, Pelican, London, 1982. 

Gauquelin, Michel, Cosmic Influences on Human Behaviour (London: Garnerstone Press, 1974). 

Gauquelin, Michel, The Truth about Astrology (Oxford: Blackwell, 1983). 

Gauquelin, Michel, Written in the Stars (Wellingborough: Aquarian, 1988). 

Gauquelin, Michel, The Truth about Astrology (1983) 

Seymour, Percy, Astrology: The Evidence of Science, Luton: Lennard Books, 1988 (2nd edn., London, 
Penguin-Arkana 1990) 

Seymour, Percy, The Scientific Basis of Astrology: Tuning to the Music of the Planets, London: 
Quantum, 1997. 

 

http://cura.free.fr/xv/14starbb.html
http://members.aol.com/kirving/marchron.htm
http://www.zeteticism.org/
http://www.astrology-research.net/
http://www.astrology-research.net/

