The purpose of this assignment is to critically evaluate a chosen intervention based on learners with emotional and social needs, and how the intervention can aid progression, learning and development.  Specific aims will be met to ensure competency and knowledge of the intervention.  The aims are to: understand how children’s social and emotional well-being has an impact on their learning, how the influence of a chosen intervention could help and how teachers can support learners to raise their participation.  Child A has been identified with requiring emotional support.  This is due to a troubled home life, where mum and dad are going through a divorce.  This learner is a female child, 8 years old and based in a Key Stage 2 Year 3 class.   Child A is very emotional coming into school due to the pressure of emotions being placed on her at home by her mum, and confusing information being fed to her.   She struggles to understand what types of emotions she is feeling and lacks basic emotional development skills for her age.   Due to this, Child A has become very withdrawn and shy within class which can influence group work and her friendship groups.  Vygotsky (1978) would suggest this may have a substantial effect on Child A’s development, as he believes social learning comes before development.  The learner’s needs were immediately recognised from observing the baseline and the curriculum.  The New Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2020) indicated Child A’s emotional concerns, where she is lacking confidence and empathy, a delay in emotional awareness and failure to communicate her feelings.  This then suggests her emotional literacy needs to be developed.  Child A was fast-tracked onto an intervention, as prior to this, she was a happy and confident pupil, but her personality had altered due to her mum rejecting her fears.  This intervention was ELSA.  ELSA stands for ‘Emotional Literacy Support Assistant’ (Elsa Network, 2017).  It is carried out by a teaching assistant who has training from local educational psychologists to be fully competent with ELSA (Elsa Support, 2020).  The intervention is suitable for child A as it covers skills such as: emotions, friendships, social skills, self-esteem (Elsa Support, 2020).   It supports Donaldson’s twelve pedagogical principles and combines multiple approaches (2018).  ELSA also recognises that learners lead a much happier, engaged school life when their emotional issues are addressed (Psychology First, 2019).  This intervention was chosen as it provides learners with a safe, secure environment to address any issues they may have about their emotions and concerns.  The activities within ELSA normally take place on an individual basis, however developing social skills may require group work.  (Swannage Primary, 2020).  
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