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Part 1- Re-write a passage of text in appropriate academic language – 200 Words
Many different countries including Iceland, believe it is very important for children to play outdoors. Many people illustrated how good outdoors is for children, which was implement in government papers. Embedded within the curriculum, it emphasises that you should not only do lessons within a classroom environment but outside too. By working outside, children learn about the natural world around them. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) states that outdoors is a good place to teach children physical Education and how to stay fit.  
For some time in Iceland, the importance of outdoors has been impacted on children aged one to six. This has impacted to drive these children to play every day using their outdoor environment. However, for children aged six to sixteen, they only go outside when it is break times. It does not suggest what approaches teachers aid when teaching in outdoor spaces, but we can assume that it varies depending on the type of teacher. Nevertheless, within Iceland there is indications that their outdoor environment is being used more than what it used to be. In the capital of Iceland (Reyjkavik), it is concluded that seventy percent of schools are believed to use outdoors for educational use more. 

Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406










Part 2a – Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references – 200 Words
Within this essay, it talks about forest schools. Forest School Networks thoughts on forest schooling is that 
‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’.
                                                                                                         (Murray and O’Brien 2006)
Murray and O’Brien, encourage children to learn in woodland environments and believe it has a positive impact on individuals. However, concerns have been raised of many individuals are anxious of what the outcomes of what can potentially happen to their children when learning in a woodland environment. Resulting in them feeling that children aren’t getting the opportunity to go to woodland areas. Further research suggests by children going to woodland areas when they are younger will influence them to go later in life. If they do not go, it will result in struggling to form physical and emotional relationships with nature (Thompson et al. 2004). Welsh Government motivate teacher, practically those in foundation phase, to use forest school due to it having different impacts on children than in classrooms. 

Reference List: 
Thompson C. et al. (2004) Open space and social inclusion. Edinburgh: Report to the Forestry commission 
O'Brien, E. and Murray R. (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn. England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.






Part 2b – Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
There are many different challenges that people come across one when using referencing pieces of information. One major problem people encounter when referencing is plagiarism. Plagiarism is the term used when an individual uses and copies information word for word which has been written from someone else and is used as their own work (University of Oxford , 2022). There are consequences when students plagiarise other people’s work. These include assignments or essays being ‘expelled/ suspended’ (University off Central Missouri, 2022).  Plagiarism can cause difficulties such as copy information that them don’t quite understand fully and putting it into the wrong concept of text. Which shows that they don’t understood/ interpreted what they have read. 

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
When referencing, individuals should not only reference when using direct quotations. Even if your paraphrasing information from a website, you should reference because it is still classed as ‘someone else’s idea’ (Swarthmore , 2022). You should always reference anything that you use that is not your own. For example, a photo or a graph. Within the Harvard referencing, there are many different of how to structure the referencing, this depends on what source is used. For example, there is a different way of referencing a book to a website. 

3.  Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
Wikipedia can be a good place to gather relevant information needed. It is believed that Wikipedia has ‘information on the most topics than any other encyclopaedia’ (CrashCourse, 2019). This is a reason why Wikipedia is very useful. Most students will probably always go to Wikipedia to find information needed to find certain information needed. However, Wikipedia is not very reliable. Some reasons why Wikipedia is not reliable is because anyone is able to ‘edited the website’ (Wikipedia , 2022) this can be at any time. By people being able to edit the website means that any information can be changed and not always correct. The information could be someone’s opinion not a fact or be correct. 
4.  Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
A long quotation is where someone uses information that is longer than 2 or more lines long. Therefore, to reference a long quotation. You have to insert it into it is own paragraph. Once you have done that, you then need to indent the paragraph. In order to do so, which can be done the through word. Furthermore, you then need to make sure that you have in brackets, the authors surname and the year it was published, following the page number.
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
There are many excellent different sources students can use to conduct academic research and study. One source could be a book, the majority of books are written by ‘professors, organisations, and experts’ (Oakland University , No Date ), meaning the information included is normally correct and useful. Moreover, a video is also a very helpful source. A video can be for example a YouTube video, or clip from a film. By watching a video helps you to understand the information in better detail, as it shows pictures to illustrate the meaning or how it is done depending on the circumstance (Reading Rockets , 2022). It also helps to keep you engaged in the content. Furthermore, another good source to use while doing academic writing is a journal. This helps you to put the content into real life terms. You can read stories that have happened, sometimes can be near to you. Journals are also ‘very highly credible’ (APIAR , 2017). In addition, to help conduct research for an assignment a website helps you to expand on your knowledge and understanding. Many websites are also written by professors and organisations, which means they are reliable. Websites is a good way to find information quick, it is also very convenient for students. Finally, another source that is very useful is a Blog. 






Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Word
Having read an article title ‘school to fail? The underachievement debates in Wales. This article explores the measurements of underachievement from a Welsh viewpoint. It also investigates the relative examination results of male and female pupils in Welsh schools. gone. It also compares these performances against other regions of England.
This article was written by Emma Smith for University of York and appeared in the Journal of Education in 2005. The aim of the article is to help readers and researchers to improve their understanding of the definitions and methods used measure underachievement in Wales. The author wants to improve this understanding and use the findings in the article to influence future strategies to reduce pupil underachievement. In addition, a key reason for the article is to examine underachievement from a Welsh perspective.
The key arguments of this article are that comparisons based only on size between England and Wales alone are misleading. Comparisons between Wales and England should be based on Curriculum, economic comparisons and population differences. It further suggests that comparisons are better if the focus is on the relative performance on national testing at the end of compulsory school age. Additionally, the author’s purpose of the article is to critically analyse the perceived underachievement of boy Vs girls in Welsh schools and demonstrate that this is flawed.  
To support these arguments, the author makes a distinction between low achievement and under achievement and uses this to help explain why, in her opinion, the current measures to determine the perceived gap in examination results between boys and girls is flawed and this is contributing to errors in the strategies in place to counter these gaps. Statistical data ranging between 1970 and 1999 is used to develop this premise 
The author initially contrasts these differences at an international level and states that increased globalisation, economical growth and the need to be a “global competitor”! (Smith, 2005) makes this an important issue and the use of large-scale international testing surveys help to make these comparisons. 
The author’s use of language and terminology helped this reader to understand the theme of the article and the arguments she was putting forward. The construction of the sentences and the phrasing of sentences made the article accessible. However, the impact and accessibility of the article is lessened by the way it is laid out and organised throughout. It was quite hard to read and follow due to the article not having paragraphs and being constructed of large chunks of text mixed with charts and graphs. There was no use of subheadings to help group similar or linked themes. This also made it very hard to follow and stay engaged with the context. Following on from this some of the tables, for example the tables on page 87 (GDP per head), were not easy to understand by any academics reading the articles who may be unfamiliar with the statistical data and their meaning. Within the article I believe that there were far too many graphs/ charts (23 in total). Some of the charts and graphs weren’t always clear to where they linked into the contents, and it was often difficult to determine if they added to the arguments being put forward.
In addition, the language is quite lengthy. The format of the article made it quite hard to read due to long lengths of text. I found myself getting lost quiet easily when trying to read the text. Moreover, many of the arguments are based on another research that is referenced in the article. This may not be recognised by a non-academic because they may not have the background knowledge. The accuracy of the text is difficult to determine as the subject and content is heavily based on the authors knowledge. 
Following on from this, the is a lot of evidence and reasoning within the article. However, there is a clear thread being made in the article the content measures of underachievement and misleading. There is a low achievement and underachievement are used incorrectly in measuring attainment. The evidence is provided by Regional, National, Examination results, population size and economic factors. 

Throughout the article the author has followed a consistent theme and message to build her argument about the flaws in the methodologies currently used to measure the relative performances of boys and girls in schools. This includes her opinion that the attainment gap between boys and girls is misleading and is being further misrepresented using the 
“cherry picking of English regions that the author claims tell little about the state of education in Wales” (Smith, 2005) 
While the author makes these claims about a narrowing achievement gap between boys and girls, she maintains that there are still gaps between pupils from poorer homes and those from more economically advantaged groups. The author puts forward the argument that future strategies to lower gaps in attainment should have more focus on these differences and measures should be introduced to help examine this
Conclusion
The author makes a well constructed and persuasive argument that the current method to determine the attainment gap between male and female pupils in Wales is flawed and goes further by suggesting that this gap is narrowing if it exists at all. 
The aims of the article are clearly presented and are supported by a number of authoritative references, charts and graphs. 
The way the article is laid out does detract from its readability and it would be improved by structuring it around paragraphs. This would improve the flow of the article and help to break it up into relevant and related sections.
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