Examine the impact of partnership working and information sharing when applied to policing practice. Consider the need for effective communication within the process.

In this essay police and their partnerships will be discussed. Examples of some agencies the police work with, according to the college of policing (2020), are “ambulance and paramedic service (including air ambulance), British Transport Police (BTP), Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), Department for Transport (DfT), Air Accident Investigation Branch (AAIB), Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) and Rail Accident Investigation Branch (RAIB)” each field will help police officers in different ways and each will be called for assistance when necessary in order to fight crime, save lives and prevent crime in the most efficient ways. Information sharing will also be discussed, Dwyer (2023) states that ‘Information sharing serves as protection for officers and others involved and also increases efficiency’ because we can assume that if officers have information beforehand, they can use it to their advantage within their work whether that be preventing crime, in court or when attempting to make arrests.

[bookmark: _Int_MG2UL4Uf][bookmark: _Int_WtI4kNkA][bookmark: _Int_ibuCKham][bookmark: _Int_BGZ9QiZe]An example of the impact partnerships within policing is shown by Greater Manchester fire and rescue (2020) where “Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (GMFRS) and Greater Manchester Police (GMP) worked together to safely evacuate up to 70 residents” they also go on to mention how ‘if not for the effort of the public services the result could’ve been much worse’ this shows that the impact of their teamwork proved very vital towards a positive outcome in this case, if they hadn’t have worked together the number of lives saved could’ve possibly taken a toll making it a much less successful and efficient case which would have a detrimental impact on the public's trust in the fire and rescue service and the police even though the fire and rescue services are mainly responsible for fire incidents. However, we can assume that the public will commend their actions, they did an amazing job saving that many people while putting their lives on risk and the teamwork they would have needed would assist in their own protection individually and as a team when pushing through the fire giving assistance as to where there may be citizens in need. Their cooperation proves that when working together efficiency and effectiveness are greatly improved and to prove this in another case ITV News (2019) explains that “Police Scotland recorded almost 200 “notable incidents” in an 18-month period, including officers attending wrong addresses.” we can assume from this that the call operators for 999 have sent officers to the wrong addresses, showing a lack of communication and causing a delay in police response time. This demonstrates that if communication is not effective when operators are passing on information to officers it can cause a lack in productivity, decrease public trust in the force and puts victims in more danger because they will be forced to deal with problems by themselves for a longer period of time than necessary. If the operators and officers had worked more efficiently we could safely assume that officers would be sent to the wrong addresses much less and therefore arrive on scenes faster to deal with incidents in a much faster way ensuring that they are doing the best they can to protect the public, preventing more crime from occurring and earning more public trust benefitting them significantly. It is obvious the impact of partnerships is significant in dealing with incidents, it determines the outcome of cases which is seen by the two examples shown by comparing the both of them you can see how severe the negatives can be when partnerships are not done effectively and how important the positives are for the police and the protection of the public. In another case Willing (2020) informs us that ‘the fire/EMS and police were at a scene where a man was being aggressive in a store, the EMS were sure if they could talk to the man as they had helped him before so they could get him to his senses however the police came in first and the man ended up in an ambulance.’ it appears that if they all had shared information the result could’ve turned out much better, the officer wouldn’t have rushed in and gotten to violent and the EMS could have dealt with him calmly and conversed with him in a much peaceful manor which would look good for the public and make the situation easier to deal with. This goes to show that information sharing can save a lot of effort, increase chances of a better outcome, and show to the public that services can work together with public safety in mind. They could have spoken to each other face to face to share what they know of the situation and culprit or through using radio communications if unable to display it face to face. College of policing (2023) tells us that “Aligning priorities with partners can improve cooperation and reduce potential duplication of activity.” this tells us that by working well with partners cases can become more productive because tasks could be delegated to more people who will be more knowledgeable in different areas making them more suited to deal with certain aspects of crime for example police officers may be better at closing down crime scenes in comparison to paramedics who will be better at providing medical attention to any in need. Another form of information sharing is from the public, witness statements can help officers track down criminals and narrow down suspect lists. An example of this is seen from The sun (2018) when ‘A drawing composed of witness statements assisted the police in catching a criminal’ because of the description from witnesses they were able to track down the right suspect for the crime even though the information given was minor it still gave the officers the edge in finding the one responsible proving that no matter how little or how detailed the information the public has to offer is it still can influence the outcome and speed of cases remarkably. College of policing (2016) also informs us that “Information sharing enables early intervention and preventative work to safeguard and promote welfare, as well as for wider public protection” proving further how beneficial information sharing is and the range of benefits it can provide when done efficiently. However, it can be understood that if inaccurate information is provided then it can throw officers off of the case completely and increase the time taken to solve it. Hampshire & Isle of wight constabulary tells us of how ‘Rory Keen lies saying his vehicle registration number on his car was copied and that it was not him speeding however police found him guilty’ It can be judged that the false information given would have misdirected the police and caused the case to be prolonged however because the police force did more digging they managed to find him guilty but this shows that false information sharing impacts the polices work however may not stop them, if the criminal had been honest he may have had less of a sentence however will be charged with more for perverting the course of justice which is described by Sentencing council (2023) as “tampering with evidence or giving false information” proving how serious the police take information sharing because of how vital it is to them.

[bookmark: _Int_LCUYu0zI]In conclusion it is apparent that there is significant impact on the effectiveness of partnership and information sharing. Communication is vital for each of these to work efficiently, it can be the difference between losing lives and saving lives. In many cases the public can see that when working together properly these services meant to protect the public can work that much better when communicating and working together towards the same cause. To name some important benefits would be public trust is increased because cases are worked more efficiently, the chances of saving lives is improved, public safety is improved as incidents will be dealt with in a much better manner, the job is easier with more hands involved with different experiences and roles to play. Therefore, it can be confidently said that partnership and information sharing is vital to police practice because of the many benefits that it comes with when completed successfully. Partnership and information is vital for police work and Berry (2011) explains that “Partnership approaches to tackling crime are now strongly embedded in the way in which local areas in England and Wales approach community safety” proving the importance of partnership in policing with how strongly it is used currently for the protection and safety of the public and services working together.
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