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· Aim
My aim is to examine the media’s reaction to the 7 -7 attacks which occurred in London during July 2005. Through my dissertation, I will be researching into the headlines and content created by the media after the occurrence of the 7-7 bombings in order to analyse how they used their spotlight to discuss the attacks and also represent both Islam and those who conducted the events of the 7 – 7 bombings. The media source I will be using for my research will be newspapers. Through my research, I will find out what the media had to say about the tragic events and the way they portrayed them.
This dissertation will be a linguistic analysis, the ‘scientific study of language’; therefore, the focus will be the language used within the newspaper. Specifically, I will be examining the nouns and adjectives used within the given newspaper and analysing how these words can be utilised in order to distort people’s images of Muslims. 
Through the analysis of the linguistics (specifically, nouns and adjectives) used within the media, I aim to see the effects that are created by those given words. This may be that the language used is harmful to those of Muslim identity, or the language used is defending those of Muslim identity. The intentions behind the use of the language choices is also interesting, as throughout my research, I will be able to decipher whether these journalists purposefully use the language that they do in order to create a specific kind reaction and impact. Due to their position, newspapers are capable of heavily influencing the entire of the UK with powerful headlines.
 I have chosen this topic because the media has a large influence of the population of the UK’s opinions and views. After the 7 – 7 bombings, the attack was the focus of the media for a very long time and it is important to acknowledge how the media chose to depict the attacks. 
When completing this linguistic analysis, I hope to find out if the media tends to place those who identify with Islam, and the extremists of which conducted the attacks are of the same stereotype.  I aim to find out whether media post the 7 -7 attacks predominantly portrayed Islam and those who identify with Islam as people of bad intentions. Or perhaps the media intended to defend those who identify with Islam. 

· Methodology
For my dissertation, I will be specifically looking at UK newspapers, for example, The Sun. I will be using hard copies of the newspapers in order to be able to guarantee reliability in regards of the sources. The reason for this being that it is possible for a newspaper to edit and change their headlines and content after publication on their online copies. However, hard copies are more reliable because once published, an original hard copy cannot be changed.
The dissertation will be separated into four chapters, each with its own sub heading. The focus of the dissertation is the language, and therefore it will be organised in a way that each language technique has its own chapter in order to ensure a lengthened and an in depth focus on the key topics. Before discussing the language however, the dissertation will be introduced through the outlining of my aims, my methodology, followed by a literature review which will ease the reader into the topic. The dissertation will be finalised with a summary of what has been discussed and found due to the research.
Firstly, when creating the literature review, I will be researching into scholars whom have previously studied topics similar to my own. For example, P.M Thompson created a chapter within his dissertation discussing the ‘Language and Discourses used for Islam’[footnoteRef:1]. He looked at the coverage regarding Islam by taking note of the language used when discussing that given topic. The literature review allows me to show that others too have attempted to study a similar topic to my own, thus meaning my own topic is of relevance and also of importance. A literature review will also allow me to prove that a great extent of research has been applied to this dissertation.   [1:  (Thompson, 2013)] 

I will also organise the literature review by focusing on the themes of scholars’ areas of study. For example, I will first discuss those who studied the way similar events portrayed in the media in regards of Islam, for example, many researched into media coverage after the 9 – 11 attacks. Imene Ajala’s article, ‘Muslims in France and Great Britain: Issues of Secularization, Identities, and Loyalties Post 9/11’ explained that “The British press allows for the identification of a public debate regarding British Muslims’ loyalty”[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Ajala, I. (2014). Muslims in France and Great Britain: Issues of Securitization, Identities and Loyalties Post 9/11. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, 34(2), pp.123-133.] 

The research type I will be conducting within my dissertation is qualitative as I will be analysing the language being used within the media’s headlines and content in order to examine their responses to the 7 – 7 attacks. I am doing this because the media has a significant influence over people’s beliefs and opinions. This is mainly due to the exposure the media receives, especially during events such as the 7 -7 attacks. However, it is also due to the language used by journalists and editors. The way they use their language within their content can heavily influence a person’s beliefs without readers becoming aware.
For the dissertation, I will be looking specifically at the adjectives and nouns used by a certain newspaper. The adjectives and nouns used in the headlines and contents of the newspaper can heavily influence the entire piece altogether. For example, if a lot of negative nouns and adjectives are used, then clearly the media resource is attempting to persuade readers that what they are discussing is bad and should be considered a danger. 
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