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How schools are supporting students with dyslexia paired with other additional learning needs?

My work placement is in a small school, based in a coastal village where a large percentage of the students have additional learning needs. The student I will be referring to is a nine-year-old male in Year four. He has Dyslexia and minor case Dyscalculia. His domestic situation has created a set of emotional, behavioural issues due to a separation of his parents. This is combined with an issue of domestic abuse which caused a lot of emotional scaring at a young age. Additional issues affecting him include a younger sister with health concerns and possibly cancer.  National testing shows the student is behind in his chronological age for reading and writing but, he has no physical issues impairing him in motor control or sensory ability.

During the school day, the student is assigned support on a “One to One” basis or in a group with other members of the class experiencing similar difficulty and/or disability. Supported lessons are mainly core subjects such as Maths and English; yet, they often include but are not limited to Science, History, Geography, Religious Education dependant on the tasks of the day. 
This One to One support gives a greater chance for him to ask for assistance in an activity during a lesson and work at the level that he can achieve. This will allow the student to receive the required help in the reading of text or instructions, enabling him to understand the task set which reduces the anxiety create by his dyslexia. 
In a group setting, the student is receiving a greater level of support than in a class setting which allows him to improve on skills like communication, teamwork but also to work independently and confidently within the group. This support is found to be effective as he is gaining the ability to face his challenges that are presented each time whilst receiving the support from the teaching assistant and the group support.  Unfortunately, the issue with this is that the student may be overshadowed by others in the group who have other additional learning needs and have greater difficulty with the task or, there may be individuals within the group that may dictate the learning and  occasionally causes him to withdraw to reduce his input to the point of refusal to work. 
Overall, these two support methods allow the student a better understanding of the task and prevent any common distractions and issues normally faced alone.
Due to his Dyslexia and lower reading ability, once a week the student is taken out of the class to take part in a reading comprehension session. Having this additional extra practice should allow him to focus on improving his skills and gaining greater confidence in reading and language pronunciation. Similarly, the student is also included once a day in external, extra reading sessions, further improving word pronunciation, and short-term memory. These methods of support seem to bring a high level of improvement towards the education of the student. A recent national test shows that the student was around 18 months behind his chronological reading age, and within the past 3 years, an improvement of 12 months has been made showing amazing results from the methods used. However, an issue would be the notion to take them away from their lessons and tasks, the improvement made is a great amount but the lessons sacrificed for them have lost some of the basic knowledge that is critical for learning at the current age. Another issue with the current support is the need to improve on the consistency of the sessions, either in the attendance of the student or the arrangement of the session to keep a consistent rate and level of improvement. Understanding the importance of regular sessions would give the student a sense of routine and their improvement would be noticeable to them.
Included within the placement, there is an assigned ALNCO (Additional Learning Needs Co-Ordinator). The role of this position is to “Oversee the Special educational needs within the school. This includes day to day operations of the school SEN (Special Educational Needs) policy, advising and supporting other members of staff, and overseeing teaching assistants/ learning support assistants.” ©Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council.
This is a crucial role to have active in schools as they are more qualified in the understanding of any ALN (Additional Learning Need) and understanding to the over-seeing of members of staff and students to allow the best support possible.
Another factor adding to the additional learning needs of the student is that he has suffered a split between his parents from an abusive relationship, this has created an emotional issue requiring extra care from the supporting staff. The effect on the student having faced these issues has resulted in a build-up of locked in frustration and anger. This has caused disruptions in the class from his bouts of “depression” and moods causing a reluctance to work, becoming socially withdrawn which adds to his problems and needs. The emotional issues are resolved from some in-class intervention including a system where a student requests to be in a “bubble” meaning a safe space where other students know to leave them alone and only one other student is allowed in with his permission. The teacher will withdraw and speak to the student to find out why he has chosen this option. This is an effective strategy but can be mis-used and abused by the student through overuse such as an excuse to get out a topic that they may not want to take part in.  Overall, this strategy shows the student skills in distancing themselves from those trying to affect their emotional wellbeing and showing how those affected should be treated when facing the challenges of the disability they have.				
A theory based on the needs of a person is called the ‘Hierarchy of Needs’, created by Abraham Maslow. The theory is based on a set level to the basic need for someone to survive and eventually reach self-actualization. From this theory, the intermediate tiers describe how a basic level of psychological needs must be met. This shows a student needs these to be fulfilled to accomplish the basic daily activity effectively. Therefore, from this theory, it shows how the support is improving the student due to the fulfilment of psychological needs and increasing the work ethic to allow the eventual improvement in reading age and workability in key subjects.

There are also additional methods of support, from external multi agencies that are available to help a student with dyslexia and any additional or special educational needs. For example, a speech and language therapist can be brought in. The role of a speech and language therapist is to “Help children of all ages with different speech and language disorders. They can help children who have difficulty producing and using speech, understanding, and using language” skybadger.co.uk. This type of professional has been used in cases of dyslexia who are far behind on their reading age. Without this help, they can often face difficulty later on with their speech in pronunciation and basic conversation structuring. Given support is made to improve the reading age, basic language and speech for other areas of learning; presented strategies are made effective and simple and can be used in extra curriculum activities and free time in school or at home. However, complications may occur if the student is wrongly diagnosed and is assigned to the incorrect therapist or specialised advisory teacher. This can leave them extremely vulnerable by not receiving the necessary help for their needs before realising the initial misdiagnosis.
An external member to the intervention team is a specialist advisory teacher, involved in working with the student, aiding them and their support assistants about the educational, emotional and social difficulties caused by their additional needs. This is an effective method of inclusion as it encourages the student to use their skills to resolve issues in their emotional wellbeing. This will allow them to have a greater ability to cope with similar, future situations that may arise.
Another example of an external agency is a paediatric consultant. The role of a paediatric consultant is “A doctor who specialises in caring for children from birth to 18, often meeting them for the first time at a child development centre. And coordinate with all specialists the child has and then develop a rounded understanding of the medical and developmental needs” skybadger.co.uk. This external advisor is highly important for a child with Additional or Special learning needs. They are responsible for the consultation and diagnosis of the child to then recommend the correct specialist and co-ordinate them to give the basic needs and summary of the child to help best ensure their development and education.
Furthermore, an LSAT (Learning Support Advisory Team) is a type of external support for a student. The role of this team is “To complete audits in terms of schools being “friendly” to an Additional learning need, observe physical and learning environments, classroom practice.” ©2020 SEND. This is an effective strategy as these specialists know how to assess a school and its environment. They can then assist in creating an appropriate environment to support the needs of all those present. This can give a better ability for the teachers and assistants as the more suitable the environment to learn in, the more effective the students will work. An example of improving the working environment can include resources such as wall posters or additional tabletop learning aids. However, the arrangement for this assessment can take time, or cannot be achieved effectively in certain situations, either where several severe cases of additional learning needs are involved, or the environment is not suitable for the student and has to have a separate one arranged.
Improvements to additional needs support have made great advancements over time, but a higher focus needs to be made to allow greater research to a better understanding of their needs, and how to support them not only in the development age but later in life when reaching a career.

In conclusion, the range of internal agencies involved with the student has proven to have a great impact on the student's development from the strategies for the reading age, to basic ability in lessons including attention and knowledge retention to help them and its effectiveness is proven to be quite high.  However, the placement issues include keeping support and improvement sessions consistent is difficult to achieve. This means that progress can be higher if sessions are regular and quality remains at its higher level.  Most support methods are effective, but the ones that include the support assistants have higher effectiveness due to involvement and a better understanding of the support required to be continued; this allows the development support to continue at home and can improve the mental health condition in the living space of the child.
The additional forms of external agencies are a highly effective way to support the child and carers, as the ability to give them the most effective strategy towards helping educational, mental, and physical development based around the ability of the student. This being based across all schools allows a greater understanding of what can be learned in a different environment and social structures. However, the ability to reach all students needing support can take time, due to the greater knowledge of additional needs only being learned within the past hundred years. There is still little knowledge of what these additional needs are and how to support them effectively. The lack of funding for social and educational care has been greatly reduced over the past couple of decades, causing a large increase in waiting lists for proper diagnosis and a reduction in people qualified and employed as supporting staff. When Learning Support Assistants and Pastoral staff have a huge impact on supporting vulnerable children in schools, these cuts have created an impact leaving those students to be extradited from the class due to only focusing on students that can achieve grades without assistance. There is still little knowledge of what these additional needs are and how to support them effectively.
Overall, the available support in the school at which I am based is effective, as the school has a great experience with additional learning needs. However, improvements can be made by increasing the number of supporting staff available in classes. This would then allow assistant assigned students and LSA’s to withdraw the student from the class to focus on their additional needs; this will give the required support to help boost self-confidence and independence in a class setting. This must be maintained on a continual balanced and consistent basis. Also, allowing more external agencies and specialised teachers greater access would provide expert knowledge on how to effectively work for the needs of the student in different areas, such as group or One to One settings, in the classroom environment and in the structure of lessons and activities.



Referencing
https://skybadger.co.uk/facebook-and-twitter/people-youll-meet/
https://www.telfordsend.org.uk/info/1/home/21/learning_support_advisory_team/ ©2020 SEND
https://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/en/resident/schools-learning/additional-learning-needs-aln/school-support/role-of-aln-coordinator/ ©Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Page 2 of 2

