It has replaced the existing meaning of partial defence with a new one that fits today's age. It replaces section 2(1) of the Homicide act 1957 with a new subsection which is (1) to (1b). There has not been any change of the effect pleading to the partial defence and it will continue to result in the outcome of manslaughter instead of murder (section 2(3) of the 1957 act. Again, no change to the requirement in section 2(2) of the Homicide act 1957 for the defence to prove that it applies. (Partial defences to murder: loss of control and diminished responsibility; and infanticide: Implementation of Sections 52, and 54 to 57 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 From: Criminal Law Policy Unit Ministry of Justice, 2010).
The reason there was need for change within this act was to establish effectiveness, responsive justice and coroner services for the families/victims and the public. What this new act has done is putting the needs of people as the foundation of the coroner service and to be locally delivered within national standards, and the need to be a more efficient system. If this act were successful, the conviction instead of murder would be manslaughter depending on the circumstances of what has happened and who has done it. A case study that used this was the “R (on the application of Maughan) (Appellant) v Her Majesty’s Senior Coroner for Oxfordshire (respondent) Heard on 26 and 27 February 2020” Mr James Maughan had died, there was concerns of the death if it was a suicide or not. There is not anything relevant in the main legislation which is the coroner and justice act 2009 but the results of an inquest prescribed states that the standard of proof for a narrative is on a balance of probability, which is the civil rule for civil proceedings. Since it could be a suicide or an unlawful killing the coroner/jury must be sure which means they need to be beyond happy with no reasonable doubt. Because Mr James Maughan was found dead in his cell by hanging himself and he had mental health issues and had been threating self-harm before the suicide, as they investigated it deeper the jury decided that they could not safely reach a conclusion that it was a suicide on basis of the criminal standard of proof because the jury was sure that he Mr James Maughan had committed suicide. The jury should have the chance to make a narrative statement because of what happened to Mr James Maughan on the chance of probabilities. The jury had answered all the questions by saying that because of the history of mental health there was a high probability that he had indeed hung himself, and a higher vigilance would not have stopped him / saved his life. There is not a short form conclusion of suicide. The outcome of this case was that “the divisional court dismissed the appellants application” the reason they did this was because There was no proof for the short form, and the civil standard was suicide conclusions. The Divisional Court's decision was upheld by the Court of Appeal. courts judgement and went on to say that the criminal standard applied to the unlawful killing of Mr James Maughan. The coroners and justice act 2009 does not need any standard of proof for inquest conclusions, since it was case law that was being used to affect the conclusions of suicide or unlawful killing however the coroner's inquest contain a rule which must be used to document the outcome of an inquest meaning that the standard proof of the conclusion that unlawful killing and suicide are the criminal standards and the civil standard does still apply.
Section 52 of the coroners and justice act 2009 replaced the meaning of diminished responsibility of homicide act 1957. (Homicide: Murder and manslaughter, no date) This is now applied for any prosecution of murder that was occurring before the 4 of October 2010. There are many partials' defences to murder, what this means is that someone was still killed but it was not intentional therefore meaning it was manslaughter, an example of this would be the case study that was mentioned above. There is a 4-stage test, and all the points need to be proven for it too work. 1. “Is the defendant suffering from an abnormality of mental functioning.” 2. if he is, was it from a known medical condition or not? 3. If it was, then has it had a major impact on his understanding the nature of his actions or to form a rational judgment to exercise self-control. 4. If yes, did it provide an explanation for the actions. (Homicide: Murder and manslaughter, no date).  If it causes, or is a major factor that is causing, L to kill then the abnormality of their mental functioning provides a reason for why L is behaving like that. Strange mental function is explained as a state of mind that can be different from that of ordinary people and that would be a reasonable person would then label it as abnormal. It refers to an ability of what the exert willpower or the physical control of the actions that are using rational judgement. It does not have to be the cause of the behaviour however it needs to be more than just a minor factor for the jury in question (Homicide: Murder and manslaughter, no date).
The advantages of the coroner's and justice act is that it is a more effective way to service for the victims, bereaved families, and the public (Ltd, 2022). Another advantage is that it shows the weaknesses that the other laws had, it is also shown to be more understandable and shows fairness as well as effectiveness. The disadvantages of the coroners and justice act is that people can easily lie about their mental health and then the jury can decide that because they were not in the right mental health its manslaughter, this is unfair for those who are actually suffering from mental health and there are people in the world who murder one another and use the excuse of mental health although if it can be proven that they were suffering before, during and after then it's understandable to say it was under mental health issues therefore its manslaughter.
[bookmark: _Int_XmbemtKc]After an 18-month review there was a few changes made. (Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the coroners and justice act 2009, No date) There is now a requirement for coroners to provide bereaved people with information that they request whilst in an investigation for free of charge, all of the inquests must also be documented, there is also now a requirement that coroners must be able to be available at all times to help deal with certain matters that could be urgent, there is also know a requirement that bereaved families and any other party that is interested may be notified of any inquest arrangement or any changes that are made they will be notified within one week of the arrangements or changes being made and if an inquest / post mortem examination was held, it can now be held anywhere in England and Wales instead of just being available at the coroners district (Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the coroners and justice act 2009, No date).
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