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   Moodle learning platform

      In the current Information Age, technology is taking the lead in moving teaching and learning beyond that which was once viewed as typically didactic approach to knowledge acquisition. The outcome of this research paper have explored the importance of MOODLE learning platform and its contribution in promoting flexible teaching, and the need for supported action (through bespoke CPD-career professional development) to assist teachers / tutors develop differentiated learning resources that has a dual purpose of improving flexibility in learning and assessment outcomes for students. There is also the need to foster collaborative working partnership between curriculum areas through management intervention in appointing dedicated ILT champions to increase teacher confidence in developing interactive teaching and learning resources. In order to make MOODLE learning platform an effective medium for the enhancement of teaching and learning, it is recommended that management incorporate into the college strategic plan, a focused induction at the beginning of the academic year for students to familiarise themselves with relevant features of learning / interactive tools available on the platform.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Emerson Abraham Jackson, University of Birmingham, September 2015] 

Moodle is also a good way for a student to make an understanding of the courses and the tasks that we have to complete. As a work tool Moodle is invaluable because it gives us the means to reach to our goals, all of the lectures the lessons and materials that are uploaded by the teacher in there are meant to help us reach our educational goal and make the best of this learning environment. Moodle is not only a tool that helps us individually but collectively as well because as a group we might have questions and problems that might not be answered directly by the teacher but explained in the virtual learning environment.
University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus promotes and implements all of those strategies that help us get the best from our education and learning tools.
Primary data Survey
   The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (questionnaire).
  A questionnaire is a research instrument consisting of a series of questions for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. Questionnaires can be thought of as a kind of written interview. They can be carried out face to face, by telephone, computer or post.
A questionnaire can also be a way of assessing the ways of which a study is valid or not, as example a questionnaire offers us data that we interpret to help us improve our process. After analysing the data that we have we need to make a quick summarisation of it and reach to a consensus in regards to our conclusion.
  Questionnaires provide a relatively cheap, quick and efficient way of obtaining large amounts of information from a large sample of people. 
  Data can be collected relatively quickly because the researcher would not need to be present when the questionnaires were completed. This is useful for large populations when interviews would be impractical.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Fraley, R. C., Waller, N. G., & Brennan, K. A.(2000).An item-response theory analysis of self-report measures of adult attachment. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 78, 350-365.] 

                                                                  Survey 
1. Gender    M/F/Other
2. Nationality: 
a) Welsh
b) Scottish
c) Irish 
d) English
e) Other
3. Your age:
a) 18-24
b) 25-29
c) 30-34
d) 35-40
e) Other
4. Means of transportation: 
a) Public transportation
b) Own car
c) Bicycle 
d) Motorcycle
e) Scooter 
f) Walk
5. Employment status: 
a)  Employed 
b) Unemployed
c) Student
d) Other
6. Are you ratting your university? 
a)  Poor
b) Fair 
c) Good
d) Very good
e)  Excellent
7. What methods of research do you use in your assignments? 
a) Publications
b) Webb sites
c) Other /None
8. Is Mooddle useful in your daily life as a student?  
a) Not important
b) Important
c) Very important
9. What do you study?  

10. What do you think about your course?     
a) Hard 
b) Very hard
c) Good
d) Very easy
e) Easy
11. Do you think this course has an impact on your life?  
a) Strongly agree
b) Agree
c) Maybe
d)  Disagree
e)  Strongly disagree



I interviewed 30 students from which: 


	Gender 
	15M/ 50%
	15 F/ 50%
	
	
	

	Nationality
	Welsh  6/ 20%
	Scottish 6/ 20%
	Irish  6/ 20%
	 English 6/ 20%
	Other 6/ 20%

	Age
	18-24/ 8/30%
	25-29/ 
8/ 30%
	30-34
8/30
	35-40
3/10%
	Other
3/10%

	Means of transportation
	Public transportation
24/80%
	Car
3/10%
	Bicycle
3/10% 
	Motorcycle
0
	Scooter/Walk
0

	Employment
	Employed 18/60%

	Unemployed 3/10%
	Student
9/30%
	Other 0
	

	Are you ratting your university
	Poor 3/10%
	Fair
9/30%
	Good
12/40%
	Very Good
3/10%
	Excellent
3/10%

	What methods of research do you use in your assignments
	Publications
18/60%
	Webb sites
9/30%
	Other none
3/10%
	
	

	Is Moodle important in your daily life as a student?
	Not important
3/10%
	Important
24/80%
	Very important
3/10%
	
	

	What do you study?
	Business management 
21/70%
	Healthcare 
9/30%
	
	
	

	What do you think about the course?
	Hard 
15/50%

	Very hard
6/20%
	Good
3/10%
	very easy
3/10%
	Easy
3/10%

	Do you think this course has an impact on your life?  

	Strongly agree
24/80%
	Agree
3/10%
	Maybe 0
	Disagree
3/10%
	Strongly disagree  0

	



Abstract

An abstract is a 150- to 250-word paragraph that provides readers with a quick overview of your essay or report and its organization. It should express your thesis (or central idea) and your key points; it should also suggest any implications or applications of the research you discuss in the paper.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Copyright 2020 George Mason University] 


     From what i noticed in the data that i collected the number of Male students and Female are balanced at 50% for each category which is a great factor towards equality.
The nationalities in the university are very well balanced, as well every group being represented in a fair way towards creating a diverse environment.
Most of the students are very happy with the university and the learning environment.
     A big proportion of 90% of the students are employed and they are already having great career prospects and good jobs that will help them complete their studies and support them into their education.
The school library and the computers are very well used by the students and most of the use publications in their work.
 The students from the university use public transportation as a main mean of travelling.
The students in the university are young and most of them are between the ages of 18-34.
A high proportion of students agree that this course is a good future builder for their careers (80% of them) and they are confident that the course will help them accomplish their life goals and help them find a good career.

Sampling

    As a main method of sampling for my research i used: Random Sampling. The purest form of sampling under the probability approach, random sampling provides equal chances of being picked for each member of the target population.

                                                                Sample design
Sample design covers all aspects of how the samples in our surveys are specified and selected.
The design of samples is a particularly important aspect of survey methodology, as it provides the basis for sound measurement of economic and social phenomena from surveys of businesses and households in the UK.
Topics include:
· sample frames, which list the businesses and household addresses we might select for a survey
· types of sampling (for example, stratified and clustered designs), which specify how we group businesses and households when sampling to provide more efficient and effective designs
· sample size specification, with implications for cost, respondent burden, and output quality
· sample selection mechanisms, which are used for choosing, with a random element, the particular units (households, people, businesses, schools) that will make up any given survey sample
Estimation
Estimation is also known as weighting.
It describes the method by which we produce estimates about the characteristics of the population as a whole from the responses given by those people and businesses selected in the sample survey. Those responses from the sample are weighted to ensure they represent the entire population without bias and produce good quality outputs.

Alongside the estimates themselves, we also calculate variances. These are measures of precision, and give an indication of how much the estimates might vary if different samples had been drawn, rather than the particular sample realised on this occasion. Related measures often presented in publications are standard errors, coefficients of variation (CVs) and confidence intervals.[footnoteRef:5] [5: https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/sampledesignandestimation] 

Secondary data
The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students’ learning experience 
     Technological change is altering the way educators deliver subject content. The phenomenal growth and widespread acceptance of the Internet has seen the creation of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) in higher education. For the ease of integration of VLEs in higher education, software companies have provided products such as WebCT and Blackboard. From a pedagogical perspective, new technologies must be evaluated in an effort to establish whether their introduction has had a beneficial impact on learning outcomes. To this end, this investigation examines the attitudes of undergraduate accounting students in relation to a number of design features and attributes of WebCT (e.g. bulletin boards, on-line assessment and chat room) as a VLE. Responses from 292 on-campus undergraduate students provided data which associates four factors with improved student motivation. This study found that student satisfaction with the use of a VLE is significantly associated with the provision of: lecture notes, bulletin board, on-line assessment and other tools (chat and video summaries). The diagrammatic representation of the variables identified in this study provides a useful reference point for those educators contemplating the implementation of a VLE.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0963928032000064567] 

My questionnaire analyses aspects that have a big influence on learning and VLE has a great impact upon the learning that we undertake. Moodle as a virtual learning environment provides us the tools to develop and grow based upon the structure and information that it provides us.
A big number of the students that were interviewed believed that VLA is the greatest tool in achieving a great level of understanding of their course and subjects.


Conclusion 
From what i collected myself from my colleagues with this survey i understand that data is the most important part of a report because it gives us specific ideas about a certain question that we are looking an answer for ( the medium age of our class).
Having data we have in same time a representation of how to proceed in our future research and we can even create a base line that we can use for more than one study.
All the primary data that i collected i used to create a wide interpretation of my school environment and of the efficiency of the university in meeting all the needs of the students.
The secondary data that i collected was the one the represented maybe the most interest to me because i realised what specialists in the field believe about ways of collecting data. The fact that publications and organizations believe that that is relevant for research it gives me a great comfort and confidence in making this a part of my life more than before doing this paper.
Recommendation
My recommendation is that we as a university make more surveys in order to have an idea of the general pulse of the university. Constantly there are problems and changes in our society and to have enough data to overcome those obstacles we need to collect this data in a constant way.
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