INCLUSIVE PRACTICE
In this briefing paper it will outline and evaluate inclusive practice in mainstream schools and what is needed to prevent any disregard to the subject. We are introducing this paper to ensure that all children are in an environment which caters to their learning needs whether minor or major. We will try to ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to achieve their personal potential through a fully implemented design. Children must be able to enrol in mainstream schooling as otherwise we are excluding them from their friends and a school they may want to attend. It will include definitions from different sources and see if we are able to distinguish any particular areas they are lacking or exceeding on. Also, this paper will include the legislations and policies in place, and understand if they are meeting the needs of children with disabilities or any other ALN.
INCLUSIVE PRACTICE DEFINITIONS
Children in Wales believes that
“All children and young people should have access to an appropriate education that affords them the opportunity to achieve their personal potential.” 
This is extremely important, due to an ex social worker who is the development officer for disabled children knew many youngsters who had left inclusive education, yet this had not been implemented. Instead their experience in schools that were meant to have this practice in place left them without any basic learning skills and qualifications. Many schools talk about the need for every child to be included, yet most children are not helped in the way they need as there may not be any extra help, the child has an ALN or the school does not have the necessary means in place. 
The Welsh Government sees inclusion as a process in which “All pupil’s access common opportunities in ways relevant to their needs, which ensures that they are fully belonging to the school community.”
Like Children in Wales it helps the school to meet both the needs and values of the developmental learning of all children under their care, covering all aspects in their school life. The inclusion of pupils in mainstream or special schools is a process that needs to be carefully looked into to ensure the child is comfortable and has the ability to learn fully in the right environment for them. This is why curriculums are in place to see the child’s potential and see what they are struggling with. This is not only for the children but the staff so they can be aware of the inclusive and equality issues. 
As you know Alfie.org believes that education should include everyone this means, non-disabled and disabled people and those with extra special learning needs are taught in the same mainstream schools. So the school in question must adapt to the needs of disabled students, otherwise they are being segregated away from fellow students as there are no features available for them to access with any extra needs they acquire. When we have schools that are truly inclusive it can and will benefit all learners, as long as we combine our attitudes and methods with that of good values we can ensure mainstream schools will benefit the students attending. (Education, 2018)

LEGISLATIONS AND POLICES

Since 1997 when the Labour Party came back into government power the focus of inclusion has risen up the political and statutory addenda in the UK, so much so as you know there are more policies being inserted into society as there is much evidence to support the exclusion. An example is that of the National Curriculum (2000), the Revised Code of Practice (DfeES/QCA,1999) and Every Child Matters (2005) which proves to focus in more depth on the rights and responsibilities for children with ALN. These policies need to be brought up again to show that they should be working but they are not, this is shown from statistical evidence where inclusion has increased majorly throughout mainstream schooling. Armstrong (2005) suggests that successful implementation of inclusion will be when teachers are able to accept the basic values and equality for all children. As you know this is vital, because without teachers being mindful and open to learning then they will not be able to help those in need of extra care, meaning they will feel excluded and start to withdraw them from any accomplishments they have or would have had. One of our main concerns are the teachers and that they are not receiving the proper training that we can provide for them.
As you are aware the Equality Act 2010 was put into practice yet due to the change in government from labour to conservatives it has stopped the full implementation of the act. As you know a child/person that posses’s a physical or mental impairment that effects them throughout normal day to day life is classed as disabled, we need to have plans in place so hear children/people can excel at their day to day learning in the same environment as a child without an ALN, so that the child can feel included and accepted.(Childlawadvice.org.uk, 2018)

There are many views surrounding the notion of inclusion but not much time or energy spent on it to view further. The issues that include disabled and ALN learners in mainstream schools is that it is not seen as a big issue, yet it is a main point that we need to consider more as these children are being excluded, meaning  that we are breaking the Equality Act. We have to consider every child as they all have their own right to an efficient education in their local school if they wish too. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (2006) states in article 24 that people have an exclusive right to cater their own educational needs and standards. Governments have not been resourcing policies for schools, as they do not enforce it enough for it to carry out a legal framework which means some children will be left completely to fend for themselves and not be able to attend schools as some are inaccessible.
Some schools that have been looked into have found that due to the increase in difficulty for students who need extra care/ help they have benefited from:-
· Effective staff training 
· Ongoing consultation for pupils and parents 
· Regular review and evaluation of reasonable adjustments 
These are just a few that can be implemented and it is a good start to any school who are not prepared to uphold inclusive practice for pupils. (Csie.org.uk,2018)
The Children and Families Act 2014 states that local authorities must regard to the views and feelings of the pupils and parents in regards to ALN. This is so necessary support can be given to the parents and the child to make sure they both understand what is provided for them, so they can excel in their education benefiting education and society. (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2018)

Evaluation of how children are supported in Wales. Is the ALN reform likely to change this?

As you know throughout the entirety of schools many children are not getting their needs met like they have been told they would. In schools in Wales teachers are asking us for more to be done, for example- children who are disabled have to go to schools way further than a school closer to them as these schools do not cater for their needs with ramps, elevators etc. The Welsh Government committed to publishing a new guidance by May 2017, yet it is now 2018 and this still has not been passed through and it is not achieving anything. By not introducing these policies/legislations they are taking away the opportunity for a child and excluding them from accessing schools with their friends. (Sage,2013)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Welsh Government committed to publishing new guidance by May 2017 instead of ‘Special Educational Needs’ it is now ‘Additional Learning Needs’. This new legislation will set out precise definitions, ALN will include everyone who has previously been diagnosed and also those who up to the age of 25 and have learning difficulties and disabilities. Extending the age group is an excellent starting point as some pupils do not get diagnosed at an early age and may slightly benefit at a later age if it is seen quick enough. Due to this change, humdrum from 16-25 are guaranteed to benefit from support in the system, instead of leaving pupils not knowing what is happening to them. In Wales children and pupils with ALN will benefit by the implementation of the Individual Development Plan, giving them details and a structure to follow as before there has been concerns. An IDP should include some of the following:- the child or young persons needs, additional help needs to acquire these needs and many more. Each school must be able to provide a detailed plan of how their IDP  will benefit students and if they can actually provide for this. We must be held accountable for processing these IDP’s and be able to ensure that the preparation and delivery is made as easy as possible for the ALN provision. Schools have to do as best as they physically can to help children and learners guaranteed additional learning provision and IDP are provided. The new ALN code of practice framework withholds all the details helping to advise learning providers and professionals who work with pupils with ALN. Adult and parents should understand what their children are receiving in terms of support and they can voice their concern or opinions if they need too. Also, it is easily accessible and easy to enforce. (Snap Cymru, 2018) 

Each school looked into has systems in place to identify the pupils who are in need of support, they can access, monitor and support any ALN they then may have. In paragraph 6.2 of the “ Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0-25 years” each school must use their own initiative and make sure the pupil with ALN is supported and receiving everything they need. Ensuring children and young people are  included in activities alongside that of children  who do not have ALN so they do not feel alienated. Also, they must have arrangements for disabled pupils who want to attend said school. A budget is given of around £6,000 per year to each child with ALN, this needs to be used specifically to help the children excel and not stop their surroundings from stopping them. Two other stages of meeting standards of children with ALN are the Additional SEN Support and an Education and the Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 
The National Assembly for Wales has a new legislative framework to improve the delivery of SEN for pupils and young children between ages 0-25. The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 that passed by the National Assembly in December 2017 is in place to help pupils, this unified process is helping to improve learners receive support and help them adhere to their learning difficulties or disabilities.
As you know in section two of the 2018 Act it helps to identify a learning difficulty or disability which calls for additional help in the classroom. A child of compulsory school age (5-16) or someone over that age up to 25 has a leaning difficulty if they are crucially at a disadvantage in learning than the rest of their other classmates or if they have a disability which holds them back from making the most of educational facilities and training that a school normally provides for others that are the same age in mainstream schools. The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 requires that all learners with ALN between 0-25 must have an Individual Learning Plan regardless of their complexity in terms of needs. It must contain a description of the person’a ALN and the provision they need to help them with their additional learning need. As this Act states it requires the views of the learners as well as the parents and teachers, yet in mainstream schools today the children are not receiving the full essentials that they need in order to strive. The secondary legislation and mandatory requirements in the form of the Code of Practice are in place and we are waiting for the implementation to occur in September 2020 and hoping for it to be completed at the end of 2023. (Eurydice - European Commission, 2018)

Overall, in this briefing paper it is aimed to outline the legislation and policies in place in order to help pupils from 0-25 with ALN. Although we have these practices in places many children are overlooked and have to fend for themselves and move to different ALN schools in order to achieve education, yet these children are not being included which is the main reason these practices are in place. Children and adults should be receiving the extra support in mainstream schools and should be able to attend a school in their local area no matter of their ALN as there should be provisions in place to help. 
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