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Policy Critique: Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is in place and described by Welsh Government, (2015) as an act which focuses on improvement within social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. It is in place to ensure that governors and politicians think about long-term plans, and ensure that more communication is in place to allow for better decisions to be made and different public bodies can work together to create a better Wales in the future for the generations to come. Within the act there are goals to work towards in order to ensure that it is successful, these goals are to be followed in order to ensure that the changes that the generations make, can ensure that the future is better and more sustainable. Welsh Government (2015) define sustainable development as a process of improving to ensure that the changes we make have an impact and last, this is important within the act as the purpose of it is to ensure Wales is a better place for the generation living there now, and the future generations.

How health has impacted upon policy in Wales
The definition of health according to The World Health Organisation, (WHO 2019) is not the absence of disease but the state of being to an individual, this includes mental, physical and social well-being.
As stated by Public Health Network Cymru (2017) policy for health in Wales have had an impact due to the local authorities and governors putting aims in place to improve health and health care in Wales to ensure the well-being of the population is cared for. Issues within care are being identified and targets created to improve upon services within the area of care to ensure the issue is resolved. This closely links with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 as its stated by the Welsh Government that they want to achieve a healthier Wales, which combats health issues and creates better health care and care plans for its population.  This is backed up by NHS (2014) where targets are being set out to ensure that where there are common issues within health and health care in Wales they are being identified and targets are being set to ensure that these issues are resolved and better services are available for the population of Wales, this will have an impact on all the generations, present and future as it will enable better quality of life with better access to services and health care.
These link to the act as having better health care and services in place for the generations currently, will ensure that the populations in the future get this care also, and as developments are made, the care will get better meaning that the future generations will get the best possible standards of care and better quality of life, which is a positive outcome of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.

How sustainable development has impacted upon policy in Wales
In order for the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 to work successfully, local authorities and governors must take into consideration the impact it has and will have upon the future generations. (Welsh Government, 2015) The purpose of sustainable development is to meet the needs of the generations now without compromising the needs of the future generations, which closely links to the act as its focus is to ensure Wales is a better place for them to live in and gain a better quality of life from. Sustainable development is based on the environment and economy, climate change has an impact upon the future and the act sets out to ensure that no more damage is done to compromise the development for the future generations. (WWF, 2018)
Similar to the health policy. The National Assembly for Wales (2015) has set out many goals with regards to the environmental changes and their impact upon the future generations and created targets to reach the goals to ensure that the climate damage does not get worsened by the behaviours of its current generations. In order to reach the goals, the population must work together to ensure that the environment is looked after and schemes are being set up in order for this to happen, such as paying for plastic carrier bags and reducing the use of single use plastic, using more environmentally friendly living products can ensure the targets and goals are met. 
Ensuring this change in damage to the environment is improved links directly to the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, as part of the act is to ensure that the environment in which the population live is better and has more environmentally caring techniques in place to sustain the country in which they live, putting new plans in place to care for the environment can be adapted in current populations in order for them to work well for the future generations also.

How well-being has impacted upon policy in Wales
Well-being is defined by Ryff (1989) as a person’s state of being, with regards to their health, housing, job, how they perceive themselves and others along with the relationships they have with others, with these things being affected positively, they have positive effects on a person’s well-being.
According to Corbyn, (2018) well-being has impacted policy by local governments now assess the areas in which they care for and assess their well-being against policy to ensure that they receive the appropriate standards of living and different factors within the Act, this change allows for local areas to have improvements in order to create better standards of living and better quality of life.
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 document by The Welsh Government (2015) states that there are plans in place to create a strategy to improve the well-being of the generations to ensure the future generations have this too. Creating changes in different areas that need attention ensures that the well-being of the future generations will be positive, as stated well-being comes down to the effect of different areas of life such as housing and economy. There are strategies in place for the people in Wales to understand the way they live and the affects they have on their body and how it would affect the future, creating a better mind set for the population now will ensure that the future generations have a healthier way of living and understand the best way to look after themselves and those around them, as well as caring for the environment in which they live.
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, plays a big role in ensuring the impact of improvement for the future generations in Wales as it sets out the goals in which need to be met in order to allow the future generations to have the best Wales and ensure the land is cared for and the environment is looked after.

Critique of Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
Although the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 sets out goals to ensure that Wales is improved for future generations, there are issues that can be identified. As stated by Dickins (2018) one of the main issues relating this act is getting the people to follow it, although some people are obliged to change, others will not follow and in order for the act to work to create improvements the act needs to be implied more by everyone in the population, this links to the single use plastic, trying to cut it down is working but more people need to be made aware of the issues in order to make more steps to change this and as an outcome have a positive effect on the environment, she states that local MP’s and politicians need to put more pressure on local areas to make this happen and changes in other areas of change can start to increase also to reach the goal of a better Wales for the population now and also the future.
Linking to the theme of change, Menzies (2017) states that in order for the act to work successfully, the leaders imposing the act must demonstrate strong leadership, as in order to get the population to change, and as stated above, this has shown to be difficult, the leaders must pressure the people of Wales to understand the importance of the act in order to allow them to make the changes within their life and abide by the goals of the act in order for Wales to become better and more sustainable for its future generations.
The main focus of the act as mentioned is change, this change is to ensure that Wales becomes better for the population now but also and more importantly the future generations. Wales needs to be sustainable for the future. And a role that the population in Wales needs to play is implementing the change to ensure that Wales becomes more sustainable for the future, awareness of this change can be seen as low in some generations, therefore more awareness of the act and its plans for Wales need to be recognised in order for the population of Wales to create a sustainable Wales for the future generation. (SMS, 2016)
Another issue which closely links to change, The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, requires a lot of areas of issues to be addressed and create targets and goals in order to ensure that the changes are made, but a concern that there is in place is whether or not the population of Wales can ensure this change lasts, the NHS (2017) states that if these changes do not happen in enough time it will have an impact on the environment as well as on the well-being of the population, the time it is taking to take action in relation to the changes within the act is long and the process is lengthy, there needs to be more focus on ensuring the changes happen more suddenly and more areas are looked at and changes are made within them.
This being said, Thomas (2018) believes that government in charge of putting the act in place loose the importance of ensuring that the country remains sustainable, without this the country will not last for the future generations and only benefit the population currently, the purpose of the act is to ensure that the future generations gain a better place to live from the outcome of this act, and therefore ensuring that the sustainability factor of the act remains at the priority of those implying the change to create a better Wales.

Impacts of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
Although stated above are some of the issues regarding the act, it is in place to ensure that change is made in Wales for it to be a country that the population want to live in, now and in the future. (Welsh Government, 2015)
In order to assess the impact The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 will have upon Wales, a table of trends of likelihood outcomes has been made by the government in which they believe the outcome will be, this then allows them to understand whether or not the process has been successful and the outcome was reached on time and in the way they had predicted, if not, changed must be made to the structure of what they are trying to achieve in order for it to be achieved, the goal of change needs to be met in order for a sustainable Wales for future generations. (IN BRIEF, 2016)
In accordance to the impact it will have upon Wales, it is necessary for different sectors to work together in order to ensure that the change is possible and for Wales to become more sustainable. Without support from different sectors and professionals, these changes will not be possible, alongside these are the public, they must work with the changes in order for Wales to become more sustainable, as mentioned having a strong leader to ensure the importance of these changes are portrayed correctly, it is vital to allowing the public to support the change that will benefit them as well as the future generations. (wcva, 2019)
The clear impact that the act will and does have upon Wales is that the health care and services will improve, and with this the population will become healthier and have more options when it comes to their health care, they will have the best possible service. The population will have more and better understanding on how to maintain health and the risks that come with not looking after their body, with this the knowledge will be passed through to the future generations. Importantly also is that the generations now will start to take care of the planet alongside their own well-being to ensure that Wales stays sustainable for the future generations and they too will be able to care for the land and be more environmentally friendly, which will create a better environment for the future generations again. The seven goals that are required to come out of this act are; a prosperous Wales, a resilient Wales, a more equal Wales, a healthier Wales, a Wales of cohesive communities, a Wales of vibrant culture and Welsh language and finally a globally responsible Wales. These targets give a clear outcome of the impact on this act and with the people of Wales following the targets to create this, the outcome will be positive for the generations now and continue to be for the future generations to come. (legislation.gov.uk 2015)


Recommendations 
For the act to be improved and work better for the future generations of Wales, recommendations can be made, these are as follows;

Firstly, backed up by the Future Generations Commissioner for Wales (2019) there should be a clearer way for the public and outside organisations to track the process of the change relating the Well-being of Future Generations Act (Wales) 2015. This would be a way for members of the Welsh public and organisations to understand the impact that the changes they are making is having upon the steps towards a better and more sustainable Wales, this could also then be used in order to get people who have yet to start making these changes to see the impact it is having and the outcome it will have for not only them, but the environment and future generations.

There should be a way in which to make the act easier for people to understand with regards to the younger generation in order for them to keep the changes that are being made present, the act should be made more aware of within schools and education settings in order for the goals in the act to remain being worked towards and implied.

The way in which the different changes in the seven goals should be made more aware of also, for example ways for the generations in Wales currently to help the environment, such as more adverts and awareness of single use plastic effects and how these changes will impact upon the environment in which they are living and generations after them will be living.

Budgets for the act should be shown for the people of Wales to understand how funding is being used to implement this act and as a result of the act being implemented, the long term effects it will have for them and future generations.

The government should clearly demonstrate ways in which they want the changes to affect the environment and the public, clearly stating how these changes are important for everyone in Wales, current and future.


To conclude, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is in place to ensure that Wales grows and changes to become a more sustainable country for the generations now and the future ones also. There are clear goals and targets in place to ensure that these changes are implied correctly and the effects they will have will ensure that Wales is a country for the Welsh people to be proud of. The environment and well-being of the population are important changes that need to be made in order for the country to be more sustainable and with better health care and services, the population of wales current and future will be greatly improved and their well-being will be positively affected. The steps being made in order for the environment to be cared for and any mistreatment put to an end will create a positive outlook on the country and it will help be sustainable for the future generations.
The outcomes of the act will be shown over the years, but it is down to the population of Wales now to ensure that for themselves and the future generation the country is looked after and becomes sustainable. 
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